FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  March 21, 2007

United States Power Squadrons® AND Marine Retailers Association of America JOIN FORCES 

By Bill Husted

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – United States Power Squadrons (USPS) and the Marine Retailers Association of America (MRAA) have signed a formal agreement in which both organizations agree to pursue mutual goals furthering recreational boating safety and the enjoyment of boating.


This memorandum of understanding outlines individual and combined responsibilities for each organization.  It focuses on the joint promotion of the US Power Squadrons’ boating safety courses, as well as development of an expanded membership awareness of the Retailers Association’s recognized dealers throughout the United States.

   
Signing the three-year agreement at the recent annual meeting in Jacksonville were the United States Power Squadrons Chief Commander Earnest G. Marshburn and The Marine Retailers Association of America’s Government and Legislative Consultant, Larry Innis, who represented its president, Phil Keeter.


Based in Raleigh, N.C., with 450 squadrons and 33 districts nation-wide, the United States Power Squadrons is the nation’s oldest and largest non-profit organization devoted to safe boating education.  Its “USPS University,” that debuted earlier this year, is a continuing education program highlighting a series of courses and seminars.  This new educational initiative includes its Boat Operator Certification Program consisting of four levels of proficiency including on-the-water demonstrations of boating skills.      

The Marine Retailers Association of America is headquartered in Chicago and represents more than 3,500 dealers, marinas, boat yards and retail accessory stores.   MRAA is a sponsor of the Marine Industry Dealership Certification Program, requiring higher standards of retail excellence. It expects to certify some 500 dealerships by the end of 2007. 

(Rear Commander William E. Husted is Chair of the United States Power Squadron’s national Committee on Government and Partner Relations. He lives in Stuart Florida where he is a member of the St. Lucie River Power Squadron. For further details contact:  Bill Husted, (954) 980-8300 or Larry Innis, (301) 858-7149) 

