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NASBLA RECOGNIZES USPS DESIGNED YOUNG BOATERS COMPUTER BASED NAVIGATION AND WATER SAFETY GAME 

Seal of Safe Boating Practices Awarded to - Water Smart from the Start (SM),

A US Power Squadron Computer Based game

Raleigh N.C. - Sept 01 2006 - National Association Of StateBoating Law Administrators (NASBLA) awarded the Seal of Safe Boating Practices to United States Power Squadrons (USPS) Water Smart From The Start(SM). an “on-line” .and CD based game designed to provide an enhanced learning experience for young boaters.

Game designer, Drex, Bradshaw, received the award letter of recognition provided by Betsy Woods, NASBLA Education Chair. Ms Woods noted “ that the computerized game entitled “Water Smart from the Startis awarded the NASBLA Seal of Safe Boating Practices. This recognition will acknowledge worthy safe boating publications, videos, films, CD ROMs and other media, even though due to the nature of the product as a toy it is not eligible as a NASBLA approved boating safety course.”. Ms Woods added “The recognition will allow the display the trademarked “NASBLA Seal of Safe Boating Practices” logo on the USPS products with the message “This material is recognized by NASBLA to benefit boating safety.” 

The online version of Water Smart from the Start can be found at www.usps4kids.org. 

WaterSmart from the Start was presented to the kids at the Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, Bronx NY in August. “The youngsters really enjoyed the experience.” remarked Roberta Dougherty, Chair of Outreach Programs for USPS. She noted “The hospital wants additional training for the Carl Sagan interns. This additional training provided by USPS volunteers in November will assist paid college interns as they use the program with other young patients to make their virtual boating experience even better and help the child heal through positive interactive play. 

.Mrs.. Dougherty indicated that other groups have or are planning to use WaterSmart From The Start and cited its use by the Hampton Child Development Center in Hampton, VA and parts of the program are used by 5th and 6th graders in the public schools of Northern Neck, VA. education programs”. Course designer, Drex Bradshaw indicated that the program is great for after school activities and day care centers. "It lets the kids run boats as though they were in the water, and they don’t even get wet”. 

Interest and support has been extended to the project by:; The National Water Safety Congress, Boy Scouts of America -Sea Scouts, National Water Safety Congress and US Army Corps of Engineers. These organizations along with the United States Power Squadrons make up the National Safe Boating Consortium.. 

To obtain additional information about USPS.   local squadrons or WaterSmart from the Start, click on the USPS web site at www.usps.org or call 1-888 FOR USPS

The United States Power Squadrons® (USPS) was organized in 1914 and is a non profit, 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to making boating safer and more enjoyable. USPS members teach classes in seamanship, navigation and other boating related subjects. 

Over 50,000 members are in 450 squadrons across the country, in several US territories as well as Japan . USPS members are families contributing to their communities by promoting safe boating through local activities on the water and ashore.

USPS provides excellent boater education as a public service. Over 5 million people have completed USPS public courses. Three US presidents for numerous civic contributions have honored USPS
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