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Remember that “special” teacher who made the difference in your life? The United States Power Squadrons (USPS®) regularly seeks such special teachers. At this year’s Annual Meeting in Dallas, Texas the Power Squadrons, the nation’s largest boating safety educator, recognized such members. Five top teaches were selected from across the nation through nominations by students and fellow members from among six thousand volunteer instructors within 450 Squadrons. 
In Dallas, Chief Commander Ernest G. Marshburn and Mark Trosino of the McGraw-Hill Companies honored these Chapman Award recipients. They were John P. Cook of Avila Beach, California; Douglas M. Durfee of Hicksville, New York; James F. Sommers of Oregon, Ohio; Harold L Willard of Leonardtown, Maryland, and Kathleen Mastbeth of Blue Hill, Maine (who is pictured here). Among the comment submitted by their students were the following. John “…always presents the subject matter in a most encouraging and stimulating manner.” Doug “…carefully combines his years of experience as a sailor with the (…) material, thereby providing (…) a comprehensive understanding of water safety.” Kathy “…kept us motivated (…) and opened the door on many areas of concern for those of us just beginning our boating experiences.” Jim “…teaches with zest, enthusiasm, and patience.” Hal’s “…depth of knowledge and humor are the perfect mix for a highly successful teacher.”
In addition to a handsome plaque, these honorees will have their names permanently inscribed at USPS Headquarters in Raleigh, North Carolina. Furthermore, the McGraw-Hill Companies will present each honoree’s home squadron with valuable gifts in winner’s name, including a multimedia projector and a highly desirable precision sextant for use in its navigation courses. McGraw-Hill has recognized of the central role played by USPS in boating education by sponsoring these awards.
 National Educational Officer, Vice Commander Dick Kyle, commented that, “The quality of the instructor is an essential ingredient, right up there with the quality of the material. That is why we honor the best of the best with the Charles F. Chapman Award for Excellence in Teaching.”

The Charles F. Chapman, in whose name the award is given, is perhaps best known for his book, Chapman Piloting, Seamanship and Small Boat Handling.  He served two terms as Chief Commander of USPS in the early, formative years of the organization. He also was editor and publisher of Motor Boating Magazine for 48 years, and is considered one of the pioneers of recreational boating. 
The United States Power Squadrons has been the premier recreational boating education organization for ninty-four years. USPS University was formed recently to provide a range of courses and seminars for different types of boaters and boats. Short seminar programs include Paddle Smart™ for kayaks and canoes, Trailer Boating, Radar, Anchoring, GPS, VHF and DSC, Onboard Weather Forecasting among a dozen new titles. Courses are offered in basic boating, coastal and offshore navigation, seamanship, sail, cruise planning, weather, and a host of equipment courses in electrical systems, communications, engines, and electronics. USPS also supports NOAA with chart updates, and the Coast Guard with complementary vessel safety inspections.  USPS has some 45,000 members within 450 squadrons located across the country and in some US territories. For more information please visit their Web site at www.usps.org. 
Boating is fun…we’ll show you how
