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The United States Power Squadrons installed Creighton C. Maynard as its fifty-first Chief Commander. The 2008 Annual Meeting of America’s oldest and largest boating education organization met in Dallas Texas as delegates from across the nation representing 45,000 members joined the event. There was a large contingent of the Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons. Many of those receiving awards were Sea Scouts, a division of the Boy Scouts of America, which is a partner organization of USPS.

A son of the Lone Star State, Chief Maynard grew up in Beaumont, Texas and graduated from Texas A & M University before entering the military. He earned his law degree and Juris Doctorate from Baylor University in 1961 and has since practiced law in Fort Worth. He has been an avid boater and Power Squadron member for many years.
His wife, Glenda, a former elementary school teacher, has been an active volunteer in interests including the American Heart Association, the March of Dimes, and the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. She was welcomed as the organization’s new “first lady”.
Commander Maynard has held many USPS positions. He served as Law Officer for a large district running from Texas to the Florida Panhandle. His national posts included Member Involvement, Rules, and Government Relations as well as bridge officer of both the national Administrative and Executive Departments.
The installation of the new Chief Commander was conducted by Past Chief Commander L. M. Barnes. The new leader then installed his key officers: National Executive Officer, Frank A. Dvorak of Bellevue, Washington; National Education Officer, Richard E. Kyle of Old Lyme, Connecticut; National Administrative Officer, John T. Alter of Raleigh, North Carolina; National Secretary, David L. Hinders of Rio Vista, California; and, National Treasurer, Joseph R. Mesenburg of Columbus, Ohio. Serving with the leadership team as the seventh member of the new National Board of Directors is Past Chief Commander Ernest G. Marshburn of Raleigh, North Carolina.
Events at the conference highlighted the USPS University that has excited boaters throughout the country with innovative, state-of-the-art marine courses and seminars. Outgoing Chief Ernest G. Marshburn joined with officials from such organizations as NOAA, BoatUS, and McGraw-Hill in honoring members for volunteer work including community service, education, and charting of the U.S. waters.
In an impressive ceremony, Chief Commander Maynard was piped “on board” with the traditional boatswain’s whistle. He offered as the United States Power Squadrons major message: 


“Boating is fun…We’ll show you how!”

