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A service of the USPS Marketing/PR Committee
Charlotte County’s Peace River Sail & Power Squadron has been awarded the USPS National Civic Service Award at this year’s Annual Meeting of the United States Power Squadrons® (USPS) in Dallas, Texas. BoatUS (The Boat Owners Association of the United States) and the USPS annually collaborate in determining this top honor. The citation reads “USPS Civic Service Award presented to Peace River Sail & Power Squadron, February 2008, in recognition of exceptional service in public boating safety education and service to the boating community”. 
Receiving the award for his squadron was Commander George J. Musco. The presenters were National Chief Commander Ernest G. Marshburn; Richard Swartz, Founder and Chairman of BoatUS; and Ruth Woods, President of the Boat US Foundation. The Power Squadrons has 45,000 members, located in 450 squadrons across the nation.

Since Charlotte County was devastated in 2004’s Hurricane Charley, the squadron has engaged in rebuilding its services. Considered in the award’s application were the squadron’s impressive community outreach initiatives. These included excellent boating courses, a large number of voluntary vessel safety checks performed for boaters, the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Agency’s recognition of the squadron’s role in collecting navigational data for the Charlotte Harbor Nautical Chart, and a highly praised boating information website. Also mentioned were the squadron’s involvement with the Punta Gorda Boaters’ Alliance in promoting boating safety programs throughout the community, its information booths held at key community events, and its publications which feature the highly acclaimed boating safety articles of Bill Hempel, in the Waterline. Bill Hempel is the squadron’s Assistant Safety Officer.
The United States Power Squadrons’ new USPS University features boating safety courses and instruction in navigation, there are elective courses in sailing, electronics, cruising weather, and mechanics. A rapidly growing program is the two hour seminar series that includes sessions on every area of boating interest. The Power Squadrons’ national theme is “Boating is fun… We’ll show you how.”

 To find out more about the Peace River Sail & Power Squadron and the United States Squadrons visit the squadron’s website at http://www.puntagorda-boating.org or leave a message at (941) 637-0766.
