Arizona Boating Safety Celebration
It started as a dream. After spending three years sitting on a dock handing out coloring books, upcoming boating class schedules, and dispatching vessel inspectors to the boats for inspections, I came to the conclusion that Boating Safety Week should be more than that. Sure we spoke to some great people and signed some up for classes, but I didn’t feel that was good enough. I wanted to see people interacting with safety demonstrations, something hands on, and having fun doing it. So began the dream.

When I became the Executive Officer, my first goal was to get the name Phoenix Sail & Power Squadron out in front of the public. I enlisted the help of other squadron members who were as dedicated to this dream as I was. One of our members compiled lots of brochures, pamphlets, and information of where to secure such information and assistance at the National Orlando EXPO. We had a start!
The target area in this dream had been a local 10 lane boat ramp where rumors of fist fights occurred regularly. As a boater, this was unacceptable behavior that needed fixing.  To be able to do something in that location, we needed to team up with the Parks department who ran the area. Through a fellow member, I was given the name of the head person at the park. I called that person and the ball was rolling. They loved the dream and wanted to be a part of it. 

We began pulling together other organizations to help make the dream come true. We enlisted not only the Parks department, but the Coast Guard Auxiliary, and the Arizona Game and Fish Department.  There were monthly planning meetings to decide just what we wanted to accomplish and how best to do it. We began meeting in February for a May event. Hindsight tells us that it was not soon enough. We have begun the next year planning meetings already in September. 
There wasn’t even a name for the event until our webmaster chose to call it a “Boating Safety Celebration.” We all loved the idea of a Celebration! Maybe people would come if it sounded inviting, and not educational. The main focus of course was education. Another part of my dream was to do mini safety classes for the public to whet their interest in possibly taking a full course.  
All of the organizations committed to donating various things. The Parks department had the location and furnished water slides for the children and yogurt and hot dogs for the adults. The Game and Fish department furnished life jackets for prizes for the hourly raffles, as well as water. If you have ever done anything in May in Arizona, you know how valuable the water is. The Coast Guard Auxiliary furnished the dignitaries, the Rescue Helicopter from San Diego CA, and much needed support at the meetings. Volunteers from these groups numbered approximately 20 people.
Many community organizations also donated to our cause with sunscreen, ice, a local rescue helicopter for display, remote control boat demonstrations, wakeboard demonstrations, newspaper articles, as well as a TV news teaser that occurred the morning prior to the event. We even had the Hawaiian Tropics girls wandering around greeting guests. The dignitaries included the local Sheriff and a State Representative

The Power Squadron furnished prizes, all the printed materials, and the manpower to do a minimum of three safety classes at a time every 15 minutes throughout the event. We had over 40 Power Squadron volunteers. I had carried a sign up clipboard to every meeting and event we had, from January up until the day of the event. There were repeated murmurs – “Here she comes again with that clipboard!” Without the many volunteers it could not have been the success it was.  They made the dream come true.
The event went exceptionally well for a first time event with all the groups involved. We all worked together well. The mini classes, helicopter rescue demonstration, dignitaries who spoke were well received and right on schedule. 

The only drawback was the actual public attendance. We wanted and needed more people wandering through. We found at the location we chose, the people who came to the lake wanted to do just that, get in the boat and get on the lake. They didn’t want to take the time to wander over to our area. We are not discouraged by this, but even more determined to better the draw for the next year event. We will pump up the Celebration and send people home with Safety. 
The dream has come true and was a lot easier to achieve than I had thought possible. The more groups working together make tasks manageable. We have a few things to iron out but will keep dreaming.
You can access our website and see the pictures of our first annual event, as well as keep up on the planning for this coming year. The website is www.azsafeboating.org.
