
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary - National V-Department
USPS SAFETY/VSC Program
2013 Vessel Examiner and Recreational Program Visitation
 Workshop Modules Instructor Guide

Notes: 

Instructors, please provide all students with the ANSC forms referred to in the module you will be presenting.
Each of the five modules of the PowerPoint Presentations can be given as a standalone, or a combined presentation at District, Division, or In-Flotilla Training sessions. 

Module 1 is an introduction and overview of the V-Department.  It is suggested it be included and presented in the following formats:
Vessel Examiner Workshop I:
Module 1, Introduction to VE/PV, Module 2, VE Best Practices, Module 3 OPFAC Inspection

Vessel Examiner / Paddlecraft Workshop II:
Module 1, Introduction to VE/PV, Module 4, VSC for Paddlecraft using the 7012a form
Program Visitor Workshop:
Module 1, Introduction to VE/PV, Module 5, Program Visitor
Introduction and housekeeping:

· Introduce Instructors

· Lay out schedule, discuss breaks, location of restrooms, etc.

· Sign in sheet, reporting hours, etc.

· Make sure everyone has the handouts.

I. Training Module Outline VE
·  Vessel Safety Check Intro, Best Practices and OPFAC Exams 
 (Modules - 1, 2, 3 )
· Module 1, Introduction to VE/PV
· Module 2, VSC Best Practices
1. Performing a VSC and Notification
2. Uniforms
3. Examiner Courtesy
4. High Focus Definition
5. Decal Placement
6. Capacity Plate
7. Registration and Documentation Review
8. Life Jackets
9. Ventilation
10. Ethanol Gas

11. Fire Extinguishers

12. Visual Distress Signals

13. Battery Terminals

14. Communications

15. Group Discussion
· Module 3, Operational Facility Review 
1. Introduction

2. OPFAC definition
3. Operational Facility - 7003
4. PWC Facility Inspection - 7008

II. VSCs For Paddlecraft (Module  1 and Module  4)

· Module 1, Introduction to VE/PV
· Module 4, Paddlecraft
1. What are paddlecraft?

2. Additional Paddlecraft specific items for VSC

3. The new 7012a, requirements and discussion topics
   Please visit the V-Department Website  http://safetyseal.net/  often.
V-Dept. “Command”  Message / Talking Points
1. The value and maintenance of recreational boat safety equipment (VSC).
2. The compliance of manufacturers to safety requirements.
3. Safe boating techniques; the right behaviors (VSC).
4. Promotion of additional boating safety education; that knowledge is the key to a safer boating experience.
5. Marine Domain Awareness; Water Way Watch and Sea Partners programs.
6. Use of Life Jackets, Boat Smart, Ready-Set Inflate campaign.
7. Dangers of CO 2 poisoning

8. Cold water safety issues; cold water immersion

9. On the water environmental issues

10. Alcohol and its impact on the recreational boater
Future State

The V-Dept will continue to develop an image that our VEs and PVs are in fact EDUCATORS. They are educating the public and those with close ties to the public with the RBS message. With this image comes a primary focus to educate more and more individuals and organizations. Although we must continue to support repeat business, we must place a higher value on reaching new customers.  This is especially true in terms of the VSC program.  The VE must educate and expose as many new customers as possible each year to the RBS message. The PVs must also develop “partnerships” with commercial organizations that can actively support the RBS programs and messages. Passive supporters play an important role but it is the cooperation and involvement of the active supporter that should be encouraged. 

The cooperation in 2013 will include all internal and external partners. The true spirit of “Team Coast Guard” is our path to increasing recreational boating safety.
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