
     I am a strong believer that education 
plays an important part in everyone½s 
life. Some years ago, my wife and I, con-
necting with the world outside of our 
families decided to travel this 
¼educational road of learning½ with USPS.  
So, we were back in school! Conse-
quently, we met our must wonderful 
friends and this wonderful relationship 
continues today.  For others like us, edu-
cation gives us a second group of people 
where our experiences are filled with 
deep lessons of friendship, encourage-
ment and fun. 
     
     The old saying ºit is never too late to 
learn and be well educated» challenges us 
to see the world again in a new way, 
We may have been convinced that we 
already learned enough. But with addi-
tional education, we discover that there 
are many experiences still waiting to be 
felt. The wonderful side effects of edu-
cation is getting to know new people, 
learning new lessons, meeting new 
friends and having more fun time in our 
lives. These side effects will stay forever 
inside of us as they wake-up our enthusi-
asm. Enthusiasm: the most powerful 
weapon to commitment.  
     
     This has been my own growth process 
at USPS. It started 19 months ago; from 
when I took the America½s Boating 
Course and because I did not have an 

American experience in boating. I decided to 
start over. Everything was new and fascinat-
ing information. One more time, the enthusi-
asm came to me. Soon, the teaching team 
showed me the immediate consequences: I 
met my first USPS friends; I met my friends 
of Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron; as I 
continue to meet all of you.  I did not hesi-
tate to become a member. A few weeks later 
I became a midshipmen sailor; meeting even 
more wonderful people as they entered my 
life; for real, some of them who came to cele-
brate the Change of Watch, I treat as my 
family.  
      
     Today, because of my power squadron 
friends, my navigator logbook states I have 
achieved close to one thousand hours of sail-
ing, including one long distance cruise in just 
two boating seasons.  It is the purpose of the 
USPS triangle: Education, FUN and Public Ser-
vices.   
     
      This new Oyster Bay Bridge, its officers 
and chairmen are all filled with vigor and en-
thusiasm.  We are filled with respect for all 
those who have been on the Bridge in the 
past. It will be an educational oriented year; 
balancing what is supposed to be done with 
what we are ready to do to promote more 
public classes. No less attention will be paid 
to promoting the advancement in elective, 
seminar and advanced grade courses for our 
members. 
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The Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron and the 

Education Department were honored to receive the 

Prince Henry Award  at the Spring District Confer-

ence this year.  This award is given to the District 3 

squadron who has demonstrated the greatest    

improvement during the past year (2010-2011) in 

Advanced Grades: Advanced   Piloting, Junior 

Navigation and Navigation.  Thank you to all the 

Oyster Bay members who chose to take a course 

this last year.   

This year again, many members have come for-

ward requesting classes, seminars and ñOn The 

Water Training.ò   Now is the time to look over 

all the possibilities available under USPS. Check 

out the website to learn more about the many op-

portunities available. Just control and click to see 

for yourself whatôs new at USPS.                                                                             

 http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/ 

Take a look at some of the Inland/Coastal Navi-

gational classes which are very popular today 

because they provide a unique up-to-day         

integrated approach to GPS 

backed by the more traditional 

methods of navigation. 

Spring Schedule 2012 

 Courses   Day / Time/ Start Date / Location 

Weather Tuesday / 7:30pm / April 17th, / Woodbury-Syosset Community Center 

       Sail 4 wks Classroom Instruction  and 4 wks On the Water Instruction 

                             ( This class is built around studentsõ and instructors schedule) 

To all hands, 
     The new boating season is about to start and Iôm please to announce that we have our "VESSEL 
SAFETY CHECKò program up and running, again.  This season we look to local marinas and yacht clubs 
like our friends at the Sagamore to schedule óVessel Safety Days.ô   We are fortunate to have one of our 
new members (David Craft - a vessel examiner for many years with the USCGAux) join the team and is 
eager to help us get our program up to full speed early in the season.  P/C Larry Weiss, AP  who is a cer-
tified examiner will join our program, too.  Welcome guys to our ónewô program.   

 
     Co-Op Charting Cruises are just one of Oyster Bayôs best days on the water.  Call me if you are inter-
ested in joining one of our cruises.  As in the past, we will be charting: Manhasset Bay, Hempstead Har-
bor, Oyster Bay, Cold Spring Harbor, Huntington Bay.  At least once each month (June, July, August, 
September) our Co-Op team will be out on the water charting the buoys and day markersð making sure 
everything is were itôs suppose to be.   But its more than just that.  Canôt join us on the water? Help us do 
small craft facility checks.  You simply visit your local marina and review the check list.  Contact Larry Bar-
nard, P Oyster Bayôs Co-Op Charting Chairperson for more details ( call 631-920-2850 or email him          
at nydoc@optonline.net)  
              Have a wonderful spring and hope to see you at the next General Membership Meeting 

                        Damian ð516-922-3779  email nysail@msn.com 

Educational Report                                by Ann Peltier, JN 
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Admin Report                                     by Elena Budkina, JN 

This past year the Oyster Bay Sail and 
Power Squadron had some wonderful 
events.  Since so many members enjoyed 
them,  we would like to repeat some of 
these great activities: Annual Photo con-
test, News 12 Traffic & Weather facility 
Tour, NOAA Weather Station at Upton, 
Long Island Duck Game ɀ to mention just 
a few. 
 

At our April 16th General Meeting, we will 
have a wonderful speaker who will do a 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ Ȱ#ÅÌÅÓÔÉÁÌ .ÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
!ÓÔÒÏÌÏÇÙȢȱ  
In May, the Multi-Squadron Spring Picnic 

at Tappan Beach has some new surprises 

and the May General Meeting will be 

jointly hosted by Little Neck  PS.  

Photo Contest Update --- The First Annual OBSPS Photo Contest was a huge success last year with 

14 photographers participating and close to 30 photos submitted.  As coordinator, I want to thank Glenn Hoyvik 
for creating the contest and all his ideas and effort in getting it off the ground. He was a great collaborator. 
However, now is the time to remind everyone that OBSPS will be having it's Second Annual Photo Contest this 
upcoming season.  
Reminder - make your camera a part of your boating equipment. The theme will again be " FUN ON OR IN THE 

WATER".  Voting will take place at the September Meetingτlike last yearτ
and we hope to have several amazing prizes. Also, everyone who comes to 
meeting will be able to vote for their favorite photo.  Again, the Plainview 
Library has been booked for March 2013 for displaying winners and partici-
pants photos, alike. 
 
Below is a photo of the wonderful 
display.  And of course the winning 
photo.   Flyers and announcements 
with more details will follow, shortly.                    
{ƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
beach, swimming, fishing, sightseeing 
or cruising, take pictures and enter 
ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άC¦b hb hw Lb 
¢I9 ²!¢9w /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦέ 

June 1st, Oyster Bay will host the Bless-
ing of the Fleet in Oyster Bay.  As always 
this is a wonderful time for boating with 
our friends.   
 

Paula and I are planning many activities 
for all to enjoy.  So keep checking the  
Calendar for Spring & Summer Events.   
If you have any ideas or suggestions, 
please contact me or 
Paula so we can bring 
these ideas to the 
members. 
Keep in touch by com-

ing to the meetings 

and being part of an-

other wonderful year. 
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Member Articles                

 I was sworn in as Secretary of the 20122̀013 Bridge 

at the Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadronôs Change of Watch 

held on March 19, 2012 at the Sagamore Yacht Club in Oyster 

Bay.  To say the least, it was an honor to have been nominated 
and elected especially since it was exactly a year to the month 

that I became a cyber member.  As a newcomer to the United 

States Power Squadron, I found the eveningôs proceedings to 

be quite impressive.  The attendance and participation of Dis-

trict 3 officers and officers and members from other squadrons 

made it a very festive and special event. 
 

 So, how on earth did I get this far so fast?  It all 

started with an USPS ABC course, of course!  During the fall 

of 2010, my husband and I talked about buying a 30ô3̀4ò sail-

boat.  In the past, I have owned three sailboats.  We are retired, 

60̀ something, newly weds (4 yrs this September) who love 
sailing.  Since my husbandôs only prior boating instruction was 

a college sailing course taken a few decades ago, I suggested 

ñweò take a basic boating course.  Taking some type of brush-̀

up course had been on my mind for a while so that I could get 

reacquainted with current State of New York marine regula-

tions and other boating and rulesïofïtheïroad changes.  Past 

classroom instruction only consisted of one USPS course when 

I resided in Portland, Maine during the winter of 19747̀5.  It 

was long ago but quite a course.  The only books used were 

Chapmanôs and Eldridgeôs Tide and Pilot Book.  What else did 

a boater need!     

The course touched on most of what is now taught in the 

USPSôs Seamanship, ABC, Piloting and Advanced Pi-

loting courses.  It was fun and gave me confidence to 

sail my second boat, a new 1974 Pearson 30, up from 

Long Islandôs Peconic Bay to Quincy Harbor, in Massa-
chusetts. 
 

 Since I crewed for over 7 years on a memberôs 

sailboat out of Port Washington, my journey connected 

me with the Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron.  

When I talked about taking a course, my captain sug-

gested a USPS ABC course and put me in touch with 

Education Officer Ann Peltier.  The rest is history.  Ann 

was very responsive.  She emailed dates and information 

on courses.  At the time, my husband and I were a bit 

sidetracked with outïofïstate, family matters, but thanks 

to Annôs vigilance, guidance and the Internet, we joined 
oǹ line and signed up for our first ABC course.  As a 

result of taking the ABC class and having a wonderful 

experience with Ann as our teacher, it led to Piloting 

and, as I write, Advanced Piloting courses. 
 

 Without a doubt, because of my wonderful ex-

periences with both the captain and teacher from Oyster 

Bay Sail and Power Squadron, there was never a doubt 

about which squadron I would ultimately join.  What a 

wonderful group of boaters and teachers.  Thank you all 

for allowing me to serve as your new Secretary. 

My First Change of Watchð Holy COW!  
~~By Lorena ñLeeò Stern, P 

OBSERVATIONS OF INTEREST ONBOARD    By Ronald Nackman, JN 

 

As some of you know we have recently returned from a trip to Australia.  Our transportation to Australia was via a 

cruise ship that did 16 knots and made multiple stops between San Diego and Sydney, Australia.  We then spent about 2 

weeks exploring Australia going from place to place by airplane as Australia is so large.  In the future we will describe our 
voyage and stay in Australia in some detail if there is interest. 

 

One interesting aspect of the voyage was that we were invited to tour the bridge.  There was a watchman who was a 

seaman.  Also on watch were first, second and third officers.  The jovial captain made an appearance from time to time and 

permitted course changes.  It was of great interest to me that no paper charts were in use.  The third officer, who conducted the 

tour, advised me there were no paper charts on the ship but that they had access to electronic charts.  He told me that since 

they had a redundant system of electronic charts, two systems in all, they were exempt from needing paper charts.  I found 

that astounding!  They had three radar units in operation set to different ranges.  There was no magnetic compass visible and 

the third officer told me that there was one above the bridge.  The ship was required to have a magnetic compass.  There was a 

Sperry gyro compass in evidence, the third officer advised me that it was checked for accuracy each morning with the rising 

sun.  (You can check your magnetic compass the same way - look at Eldridge.)  I asked if sextant noon sites were taken each 

day and was informed that the sextant was not used unless there was someone who needs training. 

 

All hail the chart plotters! 



The Vessel Safety Check Program was developed to serve the recreational boating 
public. At all complimentary Vessel Safety Check, the United States Power Squadrons® 
examiners recommend proper safety equipment needed to help keep the boat owner 
and his crew safe.  When all items (on the detail check list) are found to be in good 
working order, a decal is awarded and attached to the boat.   

Unfortunately, sometimes boats do fail.  All non-compiling issues are shared only with 
the boat owner with suggestions on how to correct problems including corrected repairs 
or replacements.    

A follow-up check will be scheduled when the vessel is in compliance.  Since the USPS 
is not a law enforcement agency and the report is not shared with anyone outside our 
organization, boat owners feel a confident.  You may take a virtual VSC at your leisure 
to determine if your vessel is in compliance. 

For a VSC please contact Damian Devereaux, S at 516 -922-3779  

or email nysail@msn.com  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter may not be those of the United States Power Squadrons®.  

USPS is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons 
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