
12 weeks later!    
Dear Members and Friends, 
For your first ófixed positionô in your voyage for 
safe and fun filled Boating Season, I hope you 
had a fantastic Memorial Day Weekend.   
 

We have completed the first 12 weeks of this 
watch... steering our beloved Oyster Bay Sail 
and Power Squadron on a true course. But, 
what have we been doing? 
 

Education 
This springôs ABC 3 boating Classes ended 
with the recruitment of 10 new members. One 
was sworn in at our May meeting. Hopefully, 
the other new members will be available for 
our next General Meeting ï June 18th.   
 

In addition, we have 4 new Advanced Pilots 
and 3 new Junior Navigators. Along with 2 new 
Navigators. Our members have been busy 
with elective courses, too: Engine Mainte-
nance, Instructor Development and Weather.  
Furthermore, 2 bridge officers completed the 
USPS® Leadership Program - AO Course.  
 

Fun, Social & Community Affairs 
But it has been more than education. Our 
Multi-Squadron Spring Picnic in May was 
well attended giving us a chance to discover, 
build and rebuild friendships with member and 
sister squadron members. 
 

OPSPS continues to work with the Town of 
Oyster Bay, partnering with Friends of the Bay, 
helping in the planning of blueway trail, which 
will begin in Hempstead Harbor, travel along LI 
Sound and proceed through Oyster Bay and 
Cold Spring Harbors.  
 

Marine Education Day was once again very 
successful with nearly 250 children educated 
about Man Overboard and the importance of 
wearing their PFDs. Our Safety Officer and 
Team helped to make this a great day for 
these 4th graders. 

 

This year again, the Chair of Community Activities 
organized and offered the Bless of the Fleet to 
all. With impeccable management, over 35 ves-
sels were bestowed with the Holy Words from the 
Clergy.  Afterwards, many enjoyed the Bay Day 
activities - a truly fun day. 
 

Educational and Safety programs have been ex-
panded by our Liaison Officer to involve both the 
Sagamore and the Sewanhaka Yacht Clubs bring 
Vessel Safety Exams and educational opportuni-
ties to their members. 
 

Our Chair of Boating Activities spoke and men-
tored Safe Boating at North Shore Yacht Club. He 
was widely recognized and he plans to bring this 
exciting program to our club. 
 

Management 
 

During our 3 Executive Meeting weôve been busy 
organizing and planning activities for the entire 
Squadron this year. 
Co-Op Charting cruises are being planned and 
our skippers are ready and waiting to take the 
entire squadron out.  Our Co-Op Chair will be 
calling you soon to set up a cruise date ï keep 
your calendar handy.  This is a fun educational 
opportunity you donôt want to miss. 
 

The new Member-Retention Committee was 
structured to fortify communication with both new 
and seasoned members. Keeping in touch helps 
all of us enjoy the benefits of USPS and our 
squadron. 
 

As you see the time has been busy but very fulfill-
ing. Your help has been appreciated. However, if 
you feel like getting more involved donôt hesitate 
to contact me or one of the bridge officers.  It will 
be the way to keep steering our Squadron to suc-
cess.   
 

Thanks for your support. It is my honor work to-
gether with you.       

Commanderõs Report                         by Marco Antonio Rojas, JN 
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 îLighting the Way to the Futureï 



What a great educational time weôve been having 

with so many of our members taking advantage of 

the many classes being offered in our squadron 

and with our sister squadrons this season.   

You may have noticed the ñNò after my name and 

after Thomasô  Yup,  We finally turned in those 

pesky sight folders which were approved by na-

tional giving us that pretty  ñNò.  A special thank you 

to P/C Doug Durfee for reminding us to complete 

our  folders and to P/C Al Brown who so carefully 

checked our work.  However, I can boost being an 

óNô about three months before Thomas. Itôs a long 

story.  When we get together  Iôll be happy to tell 

you all about  it. 

We have started to put together the Fall / Winter 

Educational Schedule.  Some of our members are 

interested in Cruise Planning, Engine Mainte-

nance and Marine Electronics.  Let me know what 

courses and/or seminars you would like to see 

offered this season.  

Take a look at the schedule below and sign-up for 

a class. Remember one of the best ways to keep 

your mind sharp is to Continue Reading and to 

Learn a New Skill.     

Fall Schedule 2012 

 Courses   Day / Time/ Start Date / Location 

       Sail 4 wks Classroom Instruction and 4 wks On the Water Instruction 

                         ( This class is built around studentsõ and instructors schedule) 

Seamanship: Syosset HSñAdult Education 

   10 weeks beginning 

Piloting  Syosset-Woodbury Community Center 

   10  wks Classroom Instruction beginning  Septkdkdkd 

Jr Navigation  Syosset ðWoodbury Community Center 

   14 wks classroom instruction beginning kdkdkdk 

Navigation  Waterfront Center 

   14 wks Classroom instruction beginning kdkdkd 

ABC 3  Plainview-Old Bethpage HS Adult Ed 

   7 wks Classroom instruction including Into to Charts 

Operations   Haypath Community Center  

Training  2 weeks 9-12 with Bagels and Coffee 

Educational Report                                by Ann Peltier, N 
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Admin Report                                     by Elena Budkina, JN 

Finally, the boating season is here! We can now move out of 
our homes and into the outdoors. We begin again to enjoy the 

beautiful waters that surround our 
Long Island.  Only true Islanders 
know the best kept secret about Long 
Island is that ñsummers are a perpet-
ual vacation here, we donôt have to 
drive very far and we are thereò. Letôs 
let this summer begin with our sum-

mer calendar of events for an enjoyable and safe 2012 sea-
son.  
 

The following ñnot on the waterò and ñwaterò summer activities 
scheduled : 
    June 28th 1800 (6pm) News 12 Traffic/Weather Tour 
    July 12th 1100 NOAA Tour 
    August 3-5 Rendezvous East, Greenport, NY 
    August 18th 1900 (7pm)  Long Island Ducks 
Please take few minutes to check flyers for details in our  web-
site. Please call or e-mail , if you have any questions. 
 

For anyone will be traveling soon here are some deals from 
USPS that might be of interest. (Member Benefit chair)  If you 
are looking for a nice hotel, an all-inclusive resort or something                                 

more cost-effective, USPS Members can save on rooms at  

nearly 7,000 participating hotels worldwide. Wyndham Hotels 
are offering our members 20% off the ''Best Available Rate.''     
Visit Wyndham Rewards or call the special member benefits 
hot line:1-877-670-7088 ( be sure to mention Corporate Code 
#1000008696) when you reserve your room.   
If you should need a car Avis Car Rental can save you up to 
25% off your next car rental.  
 

Identity theft is one of fastest growing crimes in America. Pro-
tect your identity with LifeLock identity theft protection. USPS 
this special offer for its members. 
10% off the regular price, plus a 
bonus 30 days of LifeLock Mem-
bership, and a $10 MasterCard Gift 
Card call 1-800-461-8835 and use 
the promotion code USPS2. 
 

Please enjoy  and remember to keep your camera available to 
capture ñ those one of a kindò pictures and be sure to  send 
them to  Squadron Photo Contest. 
 

Administrative Department: 
Elena Budkina, JN 

Paula Rossi 
                                             

As this boating season begins and you embark on your summer adventures on the water, 
make sure you keep the right tool handy.  It seems that some boaters carry only the bare mini-
mum and are never able to find the tool they need in an emergency.  Still others captains seem 
to be carrying the whole garage leaving little room for anything else, but still canôt find the right 
tool.   

The answer is simple. Take just few minutes and look around your boat.  Really look 
around your boat!  Check each fitting and adjustment knob to determine exactly what tool is 
needed.  Make a list and color code your fitting sizes to your sockets making finding the right tool 
much easier.  Although this seems time-consuming, this process ensures that you will have the 
proper tool ready and waiting should it be need in a hurry. 

 
 Another important safety tip is to get a Vessel Safety Check from one of our VS Checkers.      
Just give us a call and weôll set-up an appointment to visit your boat.  But what is a Vessel Safety 
Check?  A VSC is a courtesy examination of your boat (Vessel) to verify the           
presence and condition of certain safety equipment required by New York State and 
to assure that you have the necessary equipment that complies with Federal Safety 
regulations. All our Vessel Examiners are trained specialists and are members of the 
Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron which is a unit of the United States Power 
SquadronsÈ.  Itôs free and always confidential.  Call today!     

Executive Report                       by Damian D. Devereaux, S 
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Member Articles                

Have You Completed Advanced Piloting? 
 

      Have you been thinking how nice it would be to take a trip 

away from home in your boat?  Or perhaps a long weekend to 
another harbor, or a more ambitious trip to Block Island or 

Marthaôs Vineyard.  But, you lack the confidence to venture 

that far from home in unfamiliar waters and subject to the 

sudden changes in weather and visibility?  Then you need to 

take the Advanced Piloting course. 

    If you have completed Piloting you are eligible to take this 

course.  If you already earned your AP many years ago, you 

should consider re-taking it to refresh your navigational skills 

and familiarize yourself with advances in todayôs electronics. 

In AP you will learn the ins and outs of 

electronic navigation.  Discover the often 

overlooked features of GPS and electronic 
chart plotters.  Learn all of the many uses 

of RADAR, and even how to use your 

depth sounder to navigate in a pinch.      

     Most importantly, you will also learn 

to safely get to your destination if all of 

the electronic aids become unavailable.  

Self reliance is the key ï you cannot pull 

over and ask for directions when you are miles from port and 

the fog suddenly rolls in. 

      AP will teach your to anticipate currents and use them to 

your advantage to save time (and fuel).  It can help you know 
when it will be safe to pass under a bridge or over the shal-

lows.   

     Yes, AP is a challenging course generally given over 12 

weeks from February to May (which gives you time to take 

Piloting in the Fall if you need to).  You will need to set aside 

a significant amount of time each week, but as anyone who 

has taken the course will tell you, it is time well spent.  You 

owe it to yourself, and especially to your family and your 

boating guests who are quite literally putting their lives in 

your hands when you take them out in your boat. 

          AP InstructorðPeter G. Zavatsky, JN 

Thoughts on Piloting 
      So, you find yourself on the Long Island Sound, Buz-

zardôs Bay, or the Block Island Sound.  Itôs dark or hazy and 

your Chart Plotter and GPS have just quit.  You may have a 

short in the hard wired system, the rain and exposure to salt 

water may have finally taken their toll.  But you have a real 

problem.   What do you do?   
     If you have taken Piloting (Coastal Navigation) you know 

the answer.  You breathe a sigh of relief 

that you have your paper charts, reliable 

compass, and can estimate your boat 

speed either because you have made a 

graph plotting engine RPM vs. speed or 

because over the years you have learned 

to estimate your speed by observing your 

wake.  If necessary, you could drop a 

chip of wood off the bow, time how long 

it takes to get parallel to the stern and make a calculation 

based on your boat length to determine your speed through the 
water.  You are now in a position to navigate home using ded. 

(or dead) reckoning using 60D=ST, going from buoy to buoy,  

assuming you can spot and identify a nearby buoy.  In the 

absence of such a buoy, assuming you have followed good 

navigation practice charting your GPS position every hour in 

a sailboat or more frequently in a motor boat, you start your 

ded. reckoning from that last known position. 

     If you have already taken piloting, this is simple stuff.  If 

you havenôt taken it, do so!  We will teach you the art of ded. 

reckoning.  This is the main system that was used in the Age 

of Discovery. We will also teach you how to use your GPS 
and Chart Plotter.  

     The piloting course will begin on Sept 12 2012 @ 7:30 

P.M. at the Syosset-Woodbury Park in the community bldg.  

Bring your dividers, rectangular chart plotter and Parallel 

Ruler. Phone me by Aug. 12 at 516 681-5970 to reserve your 

place and so that I can order the appropriate number of books.                     

                 Piloting InstructorðRonald Nackman, JN 

 

USPS Member Benefits ð From McGraw -Hill      

Receive one of the most comprehensive books authored on using a GPS at a USPS®     
discount. Go to the McGraw -Hill USPS On -Line Bookstore  to purchase GPS for Mariners 
which summarizes essential global positioning system concepts, explains the buttons, 
screens, and menus of your GPS receiver, and answers all your questions. Filled with 

helpful illustrations and hands -on examples, this is a complete and practical guide.   
Learn how to:   
 Connect GPS to your computer, autopilot, and radar  
 Navigate with GPS using waypoints and routes  
 Use an electronic chartplotter or navigation software to plan and monitor your course  
 Utilize the many functions in your GPS to safely and enjoyably reach your destination whether 
 under sail or power  

http://www.usps.org/national/eddept


Marchôs Membership Meeting was  wonderful. It was 

great to see so many friends join us & learn about 

whatôs happening in our squadron and in USPS. After 

our brief meeting, we gathered for a presentation by 

Nadia Smirnova-Mierau about Celestial Navigation 

& Astrology. As always, coffee, cake and conversa-

tion followed. 

 

Congratulations to P/C Albert 

Brown, who happily received his 

Life Member Award. 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter may not be those of the United States Power Squadrons®.  

USPS is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons 
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The Executive Meeting was not all work.  Cdr Marco 

was happy to present to  P/C Richard Lampitok, JN his 

Life Membership Award. 

Oyster Bay/District 3 were on had to cele-

brate the 100th Anniversary Girl Scouts of 

America. The girls, leaders, family and even 

Juliette Gordon Low 

stopped by to learn 
more about safe boat-

ing and importance of  

wearing PFDs. 


