
Welcome! 

 
Anna Maria Island Sail & Power Squadron®, dba America’s Boating Club® for the 
Bradenton Area can help you LEARN safe boating skills, ENGAGE in fun 
boating activities, and CONNECT with the local and regional boating community. 
 
Since 1958, our Club has been helping the general public and our members 
Learn how to boat safely. For the general public, we do this mainly through two 
activities: 
 

1) America’s Boating Course, 3rd Edition – This 8-hour course, taught by 
experienced mariners, takes beginners and intermediates through 
everything they need to know be safer, more confident boaters. This 
course covers required and recommended safety equipment and how to 
use it; docking, anchoring, maneuvering power vessels (including a 
Personal Water Craft, like a Jet Ski®), sailboats, and paddle craft; the 
“Rules of the Road” for safe navigation on the water; how to recognize 
vessel types by their navigation lights, federal and Florida requirements for 
registration and operation of vessels, and so much more. Completers of 
ABC3 will receive the Florida Boater Safety Education Identification Card 
which is proof of safety training and is required for anyone born after 
January 1, 1988 to operate a motor vessel of 10 HP or greater within 
Florida waters. 

 
2) Vessel Safety Checks – Our corps of qualified Vessel Examiners will 

come to you to provide this voluntary and free inspection of your vessel(s) 
to ensure you are in compliance with Florida and federal law and to provide 
one-to-one consultative education about other equipment you should have 
on board to ensure safety and comfort of you and your passengers.  

 
Members have a world of educational opportunities from one-topic seminars, 
such as knot tying or charting, to advanced courses in navigation (up to and 
including celestial navigation), weather forecasting, and marine mechanics. 

 
On the Engagement side, we regularly hold on- and off-water events for 
Members and their guests. Generally, once a month we have a Cruise & 
Rendezvous where we enjoy lunch and socializing at one of the area’s many fine 
restaurants that are accessible by boat and car. We have flotillas and raft-ups 
where we travel somewhere by boat and hang out for a few hours celebrating our 
excellent recreational boating climate here on the Suncoast. Once or twice a 
year, we have a longer, multiday trip where we stay at a resort for a few nights. 
We have a lot of fun and Members don’t even have to own a boat – we love to 
have friends help crew or ride as passengers on our boats! 
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We Connect with the local boating community through activities in District 22 of 
America’s Boating Club, which has 14 other Clubs in the region from Clearwater 
to Naples. We participate in a number of civic activities like the Sarasota Bay 
Watch Scallop Search, Cooperative Charting, etc. Many of our members are also 
members of local yacht clubs which have reciprocity within the Florida Council of 
Yacht Clubs, opening up new boating and dining experiences.  
 
In addition to the immeasurable social and learning opportunities, Members also 
get discounts when they subscribe to emergency towing services, purchase from 
certain supplies of nautical gear, rent a car, have a medical issue while traveling 
on land or sea, or insure their boat. 
 
General meetings typically have an outstanding local or regional speaker 
presenting on something of interest to boaters. 
 
Won’t you think about joining the premier boating club in America to make new 
friends, learn new skills, and have new experiences? We are a fun group and 
“the more, the merrier”! 
 
See you on the water! 
 
Dave 
 
Commander J. David Haddox, S 
Anna Maria Island Sail & Power Squadron, dba 
America’s Boating Club for the Bradenton Area 

 


