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Geodetic Marks Not Registered with NGS 

Most times when we go out looking for geodetic markers, we have done some pre-planning and have 

the data sheets for the marks we are seeking to recover.  Or, we might be out somewhere and decide to 

use one of our smartphone apps (e.g., BenchMap [Android] or Benchmark Hunter [Android or iOS]) to 

see what marks are nearby and then go find them.  In those situations, you know that the marks that 

appear on the app’s electronic maps are all in the National Geodetic Survey Data Explorer (NGSDE) 

database.  And, if they have not been recovered in the past two years by a USPS person or in one year by 

some other person or agency, the marks qualify for recovery and Coop credit.   

But, suppose we are again out somewhere – maybe not even looking for marks – and we unexpectedly 

spot a survey disk in a sidewalk, building wall, or elsewhere.  Does that sound familiar?  So, what do you 

do?  First, while at the mark’s location, look in the BenchMap or Benchmark Hunter app or NGSDE 

website on your smartphone to see if there is a mark showing at that location.  If there is something 

close, click on it for the information popup or upload the datasheet to see if the marks designation 

(marks name) matches the one on the disk.  If it does, you are good to go for a recovery and report as 

you now also have the mark’s PID etc. 

But, what do you do if the mark does not show on the app or NGSDE maps.  We suggest you go ahead 

and take appropriate photos of the mark and record any useful measurements.  When convenient later, 

get the email of one of your USPS National Coop Charting Committee (CoChCo) members at 

https://www.usps.org/departments/12000/12200 and send them the photos (with coordinates in or on 

them).  It turns out that CoChCo has additional resources for looking up marks that might not be in 

NGSDE but that still might be in an NGS database somewhere and eligible for credit.  We can look that 

up for you from the coordinates and/or from the designation on the disk.  If we find that it has a PID, the 

mark would qualify for credit and we will let you know so that a report can be submitted.  Unfortunately, 

if it does not have a PID, the mark cannot be submitted and no credit can be given.  

Please be aware that some agencies like the US Army Corp of Engineers do not have many of their 

survey disks registered in NGS.  Some other local, county, state, national, and non-government agencies 

also may not have some of their marks in the NGS registry.   There are a few possible reasons for this: 1) 

they do not submit their marks to NGS, 2) NGS does not see a need to have their marks included in the 

NGS database, or 3) the marks do not meet some of the requirements of NGS for registration.  

On rare occasions, you might come across a mark that you are pretty sure should be in the NGS database 

but it does not show up.  Here is one such example from my own experience.  I was out in Utah this past 

summer visiting some of the fantastic parks there with my brother, and at one of the observation 

turnouts at the Cedar Breaks National Monument, I spotted this very nice U. S. Geological Survey, 

Benchmark disk (designation VS17) monumented 1936 (see photos below).  It did not show in my 

Benchmap Hunter app or in the NGSDE website.  When I later investigated the mark further as a CoChCo 

committee member, I discovered it was not in any NGS database.  I also communicated with an NGS 

Regional Advisor directly and they also had no information on the disk.  Perhaps it just slipped through 

the cracks!  They reported that it could get a PID and NGS datasheet at some time in the future if an 

agency were to do a leveling (accurate height determination) on the mark. 



If you have any questions on geodetics or any of the other Coop Charting programs, we are here to help.  

If your District has a Cooperative Charting Chair person, we suggest you contact them first as they are 

there to provide support for the members of your District.  There is still plenty of time until the end of 

the year to get out there and do some marks, ATONS, bridges, and marinas.  Happy hunting! 

Greg Shay 
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