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“Is that Mark Poor, Destroyed or Not Found?” 

Cooperative Charting has three programs, the Marina Program, the Nautical 

Program, and the Geodetic Marker Recovery Program (GMRP). While the marina survey 

program is relatively new and still growing, the nautical program and the geodetic 

programs continue to be very popular with an average of 600 reports submitted annually 

for each over the past three years.  

For the geodetic program, the Cooperative Charting Committee submits nearly 

2000 individual mark reports annually to the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) along with 

the associated photos. 

There are four conditions for reporting a geodetic survey mark: Good, Poor, 

Destroyed, or Not Found. The Good condition is most obvious. However, sometimes 

deciding which of the other conditions to report can be challenging. Often difficulties 

arise between deciding if a mark is Poor and Destroyed, or deciding between Destroyed 

and Not Found. This newsletter addresses those conditions with text and pictorial 

examples. 

Poor (damaged, disturbed, needs maintenance) — some examples are: 

 if the mark’s surface has been defaced, distorted, or corroded, but is still in place 

 if the monument and mark are in the correct location but the monument is 

leaning 

 the mark is missing, but the stem is still in place and possibly could be reset 

Destroyed — for a mark to be reported destroyed, there must be “irrefutable evidence.” 

The following are Destroyed condition examples:  

 if the mark (disk) is found lying on the ground separated from the monument 

 if the monument (with or without the disk) is found lying on the ground or the 

monument is “severely” leaning 

 if the monument is in the ground but both the “mark and stem” are missing 

 if there is a “record” that a new bridge or other major structure was built 

replacing the previous structure that had contained the mark – be sure to get a 

picture of the location for your report. 



Note, sometimes, concrete is poured over a base structure with the mark in between 

and with a message or arrow showing where it is. That condition should be reported 

Not Found.  

Not Found — basically, if there is any doubt about whether a mark is still there, it should 

be reported Not Found. You should still take a picture of the location where the mark 

should be. Here are some examples of Not Found. 

 If the mark is in a ground location and you “searched for it for some time” (e.g. 15 

min) by probing and/or with a metal detector and could not located it 

 If the mark location is now under more recent asphalt or concrete (often roads 

are widened or new sidewalks poured etc.) – it still might be under there 

somewhere and should not be reported Destroyed 

 If there is a new building where the mark location was, it should be reported not 

found as it still might be under that building 

Pictorial examples for all three classification conditions are shown below: 
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