
Geodetic Mark Recovery 
Gathering additional information 

The National Geodetic Survey (NGS) houses a myriad of information on each 
Geodetic Mark in its database and on its respective datasheet.  The main information is 
the alpha-numeric identification (PID), designation name, installation date, 
latitude/longitude location, existing photographs and a narrative description including 
how to physically locate the Mark with respect to local landmarks since it was originally 
monumented. 

If the Mark has not been recovered recently, the narrative Station Description 
(directions from local landmarks) may be significantly changed.  NGS relies on the most 
recent recovery reports to document changes to local landmarks and the Marks current 
situation. Oftentimes, semi-permanent landmarks have been removed, renamed or 
paved over.  Roads may be re-routed or renamed. Business names change and buildings 
may have been repurposed or razed. Please make a note of any landmark changes from 
the prior published descriptions, so these can be kept up to date. These notes can be 
entered as text in the Recovery Notes text box on the Geodetic Mark Recovery report 
form. 

As you take your Solocator® photographs, please make an additional note if the 
Mark is FLUSH with the surrounding surface (or ground) or if it is RECESSED below or 
PROJECTING above grade and by how many inches in your Recovery Notes that you 
submit with your photographs on the Geodetic Mark Recovery report form. Over many 
years, a Mark that was once flush with the ground may become buried or recessed by 
several inches.  This is vital information for future recoveries so that the next Observer 
understands they may have to clear overgrowth and perhaps even dig for Mark in order 
to recover and photograph it. 

Thank you for your volunteer efforts on the civic side of the triangle and happy 
hunting! 
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