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Commander’s Corner
Cdr Holly Tompkins, AP
Greetings all and thank you for bestowing in me the confidence to
be your Commander for 2019. If you missed it, the Change of
Watch was a wonderful event and I thank those who put the time
and effort into making it yet another successful and enjoyable day.
Instead of a speech, I took the time to share what is so special
about what we do and why we do it through the medium of a powerpoint presentation. It was dedicated to my mom and dad who,
from the very beginning, have been involved in boating and sharing that with family and friends.
Key to that is sharing, we share our passion for boating through the
mission of Boating Education, Civic Service, and Boating Related
Member Activities. As always, the Executive Committee has put
together a calendar of events in support of those mission areas. Joe
Burke starts with the Basic Boating Class and gets the boating season going. Next up is our Membership Meeting on March 21. The
speakers will be from the Kent Island Heritage Society. Later this
month, March 28-31, we will again team with Annapolis Sail and
Power Squadron to present a Hospitality Suite at the D5 Spring
Conference in Ocean City. If you’ve never attended, you should!
The theme for the hospitality room is Maritime Law.
The calendar of events will be out soon with the roster that will be
sent shortly after this edition of Tidelines. Plan to attend and get
involved in these activities and encourage other members and
friends to join in. Don’t miss the happy hours! The next one is
this week, March 14, at Bridges. As always, we are on the continuing quest to increase member involvement and to achieve an increase in membership. One great way to meet boating folks and
potential new members is to be a certified Vessel Safety Examiner.
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Commander’s Corner, Continued
Cdr Holly Tompkins, AP
We need a few more checkers this year, so please get in touch with
Dick Radlinski.
Our paperwork is nearly complete to change our name to America’s Boating Club Kent Narrows. If you haven’t checked the new
website out yet, you should; it’s a fresh update with lots of boating
resources including the new America’s Boating Channel with excellent safety and education videos.
And lastly, we need someone to step up and join the ranks of the
executive committee as the Assistant Administrative Officer.
Kathy Burke, who I can’t thank enough for taking on the Administrative Officer title this year, is ready to train you and will set you
on the right course to fulfilling the role well.
I’m excited to start the 2019 boating season and look forward to us
sharing our boating stories together.
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January Annual Meeting and Founders Day
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February 7th Happy Hour

9

March/April 2019

Volume 27, No. 3/4

Baltimore Boat Show 2019
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Administrative Officer
P/C Kathy A. Burke, SN-IN
As I begin my year as Administrative Officer for 2019, I look forward to
serve the KNSPS members and strive to maintain the superb standards set forth by previous Administrative Officers.
March 3, 2019 marked the 26st Annual Change of Watch at Prospect
Bay Country Club. Thanks to the hard work of Barbara Locke and her
Committee: Marie Murphy, Georgiana Maszczenski, Carol Rechner,
Peggy Slattery, and the many others that helped, the COW was a
great success!

As we begin our 2019 Membership Meetings, I am pleased to announce that our speakers will be from the Kent Island Heritage Society. They will be giving a presentation on Kent Island History at our
March 21 meeting being held at the Kent Island Yacht Club. It should
be a very interesting presentation. I look forward to seeing you there!
April’s Membership Meeting will be held April 18. This will also be our
bi-annual Food Drive that directly helps our Queen Anne’s County residents. Please bring non-perishable food items or a check, whatever
you feel you can share.
Stay tuned for other exciting and informative speakers we will be getting for future Membership meetings, and keep a look out for details of
upcoming KNSPS 2019 events.
I would like to invite each of you to please let me know how you are
enjoying our speakers and your ideas for future speakers and squadron events. This is your Squadron. I am looking forward to a great
year with KNSPS!
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Educational Officer
Lt/C Joseph R. Burke, SN-ACN
It may be overcast, cold, and windy as I write this article but spring and boating season will soon be here. Prepare yourself by taking a course or seminar
now to refresh your boating skills.
America’s Boating Course – ABC3
Dates: Mondays, beginning on 11 March 2019 , Duration: 4 sessions
Time: 6:30—9:30 PM, Location: Kent Island Volunteer Fire Department
Cost: $35. Individuals 17 or younger free.
You receive your Safe Boating card upon successfully completing the course.
It is required to operate a powered recreational boat in Maryland waters.
Radar for Boaters – A new course
Dates: Mondays, beginning on 15 April 2019 , Duration: 5 sessions
Time: 6:30 - 9:30 PM, Location: Kent Island Volunteer Fire Department
Cost: Members $80 Non-members $110
Developed by Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons, this course is up to date
on current and proposed radar technologies. It covers the different types of
radar equipment, their capabilities and limitations, as well as their features
and how they apply to a boaters’ needs. The course includes what you need
to know about radar, from how and where to mount the antenna, to how to
interpret the displays, enabling you to use the radar for collision avoidance
and for navigation.
OpenCPN - This course will return in May for those who would like to take
it again, or for new people who missed it the first time around.
Dates: Wednesdays, 1 May 2019 to 22 May 2019, Duration: 4 sessions
Time: 6:45 to 9:00 PM, Location: KIYC, Sponsor: ASPS, Cost: Free to all
OpenCPN is the navigation software of choice for all USPS courses. Since
OpenCPN is free and it runs on a minimal system, it is perfect as a backup or
main navigation system. Bring your PC, Mac Laptop, or Android phone to all
sessions. This four session short course will cover:
01 May: Installing OpenCPN and loading charts.
08 May: Getting to know the program – menu options.
15 May: Making waypoints and creating a route. Sharing that route.
America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
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Educational Officer - Continued
22 May: Importing routes and waypoints, tides and currents, plug-ins and
other functions, GPS interfacing.
Junior Navigation. District 5 will be offering an online JN course starting
in April / May. Local squadrons will support the course by conducting face
to face sessions with their students assisting them in sight taking and problem
solving. Stay tuned for additional details.
Annapolis Squadron Seminars:
Location: Annapolis High School, Time: Thursdays - 6:45 to 9:00 PM
Cost: Individual seminars $35.00 each
-14 March: Boating with Confidence – Handling Your Boat Underway
-21 March: Anchoring with Assurance – Don’t Get Carried Away
-28 March: Emergencies on Board – Preps for Handling Common Problems
-11 April: Knots and Line Handling – The Knots You Need to Know
I will be scheduling the use of the Boating Skills Virtual Trainer (BSVT) for
the 12-14 April 2019 Bay Bridge Boat show. Due to Boat Show crowds,
most folks will be limited to 10 minutes of use. If there is sufficient interest
within our squadron, I will arrange to have the BSVT set up at KIYC or at
the KIVFD community room for extended individual use. Please let me
know as I don’t want to conduct a major logistical exercise transporting, setting up, and re-packing the system if no one is going to use it.
Like learning to ride a bike, the use of Radar is a skill that has to be practiced
to master. If there is sufficient interest, I would like to conduct an on-thewater radar seminar in the spring practicing those skills that we will have
learned in the 15 April Radar course. Since I am a fair weather sailor, my
radar skills are rusty at best and I am sure that I am not the only member in
the squadron who could benefit from the on-the-water training. Let me know
if you are interested.
As always, please let me know of any specific courses or seminars that you
would like us to offer. Better yet, let me know which you would like to
teach.
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Vessel Safety Checks
P/C Dick Radlinski, AP-CN, VSC Chair
Become a Vessel Safety Examiner – We Need You!
Vessel Safety Examiners are those USPS and US Coast Guard Auxiliary members who are qualified to perform Vessel Safety Checks
(VSCs). A VSC is a voluntary examination of a vessel performed in
accordance with US Coast Guard regulations. If the vessel passes all
of the requirements, the owner is awarded a sticker (good for the current year) that they can display on the port side of their vessel. While
it won’t necessarily keep the boat from being stopped and inspected
by the DNR Marine Police or the US Coast Guard, it does give the
boat owner peace of mind that they have all of the required safety
equipment on board if and when the boat is stopped and inspected by
the authorities.
KNSPS currently has seven members qualified to perform VSCs but
we need more. There are a lot of boats out there on our local waterways and we can only inspect a small percentage each year. Please
help us raise that percentage by becoming a qualified Vessel Safety
Examiner. It is not difficult to qualify. You just review the inspection criteria, take and pass a multiple choice test and perform two inspections under the watchful eye of a qualified examiner. You then
perform three more inspections on your own and you are qualified for
the rest of the calendar year. Each year you must perform at least five
inspections to stay qualified.
It’s fun and you would be helping to improve boating safety. You get
to meet other boaters, discuss boating activities, have a close up look
at many different types of boats, and visit marinas and backyard
docks. Why not start the process now and be ready to go this boating
season. For more details contact Dick Radlinski at radlinskid@gmail.com or 410-827-3376
America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
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National News
P/D/C Marty Lafferty, AP
The United States Power Squadrons (USPS) National
Annual Meeting took place in Orlando, FL from 18-24 February providing a tremendous amount of valuable information to attendees.
A summary of USPS Educational Department key developments can be found in the 21 February edition of “Currents”
at bit.ly/2SXFe8I.

Topics include responding to societal changes that suggest
we need a new delivery method for our courses, how the
Jump Start program is proving to be popular, and learning
about our webinar strategy.
America’s Boating Channel’s third season is now launching, the updated 2018 America’s Boating Course (ABC
course) has been approved and customized packages for
each state will be posted soon, and development of America’s Boating Club learning centers is progressing.
“Currents” summarizes how the Boat Handling pilot program has provided valuable feedback, upgrading your
teaching technology, and “What is AIS and why should I
have it on my boat?”
Also covered are honoring our best instructors with the
prestigious Chapman Award – KNSPS P/C John Locke
was a national award recipient in 2017, a thoughtAmerica’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
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National News - Continued
provoking piece on communicating with boaters and getting their crowd-share data by P/C/C Ernie Marshburn, and
the new Educational Department organization chart.
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D/1st/Lt Michael E. Payne, AP

Spring and milder weather have finally arrived & with them
comes the District 5 Spring Conference, which is the 29th-31st of
March this year at the Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort in
Ocean City, Md. There will be a lot of fun things for you to do
during this long weekend, including CPR and officer training, social time in the exhibit hall, Friday night hospitality suites, and
much more! Speaking of Friday night hospitality suites, don’t
forget that Kent Narrows will again be teaming up with Annapolis
to host an excellent hospitality suite for this event. Be sure to stop
by! If you would like to go, it’s not too late, so please see the
District 5 webpage at http://www.uspsd5.org/, for descriptions, an
up to date schedule, and complete registration information. Additional information can also be found in the spring electronic issue
of the Mark 5 newsletter, https://www.uspsd5.org/
squadrons/6243/mark5.pdf. Everyone who can should plan to
attend what is one of D5’s best events of the year!
Although still a little way off, go ahead & mark your calendars for
the District 5 Summer Council & Rendezvous, which will be held
the 25th -28th of July 2019 at the Somers Cove Marina in Chrisfield, MD. Already the District 5 Meetings and Rendezvous
Committee is busy at work preparing for the Summer Council &
Rendezvous. Look for more information in the Summer electronic issue of the Mark 5 (see the link above to the Spring issue for
preliminary information).
District 5 would like to remind Squadron members that your children, grandchildren and the neighbors’ kids (ages 6-14) are all
eligible to compete in the National Youth Poster Contest. Judging
America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
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D5 News, Continued
for this year’s contest will be at the 2019 Governing Board in
Louisville, KY, Sept. 08-15. For contest details, see the spring
electronic issue of the Mark 5 newsletter using the link above or
go to http://www.usps.org. Sign in as a member, use the site index, and then scroll down to Youth Activities. Rules and registration forms may be downloaded upon clicking Youth Poster Contest. Prizes will be awarded. Make crayons, markers and paper
available to these creative youngsters. Get them thinking about
boating safety & get those posters submitted!

An Educated Boater Is a Better Boater
For more than 100 years, United States Power
Squadrons— America’s Boating Club — has been leading
the way on the importance of boater safety education. And
as any one of our members will tell you, an educated boater is a better, safer boater.
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Course:
OpenCPN
Sponsors: Annapolis and Kent Narrows Sail & Power Squadrons
Location: Kent Island Yacht Club
Time: 1845 to 2100 (6:45 to 9:00 PM)
Dates: Wednesdays, 1 May 2019 to 22 May 2019
Cost: Free to all
OpenCPN is the navigation software of choice for all USPS courses.
Since OpenCPN is free and it runs on a minimal system, it is perfect as
a backup or main navigation system. Bring your PC, Mac Laptop, or
Android phone to all sessions. This four session course will cover:
01 May:
08 May:
15 May:
22 May:

Installing OpenCPN and loading charts.
Getting to know the program - menu options.
Making waypoints and creating a route.
Sharing that route.
Importing routes and waypoints, tides and currents,
plug-ins and other functions, GPS interfacing.

Please let us know you are coming, so material can be prepared.
Contact: Mike Maszczenski at michaelm_aacps@hotmail.com
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