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Commander’s Message
2012 Year End Report
Cdr Fred Cooke, S

The following comments were made on behalf of Cdr 
Fred Cooke at the DSPS Change of Watch on January 5, 
2013.  

We were very pleased to have 
D27 Commander Harold 
O’Briant, and his wife Bobbie 
Hill at our COW in January, as 
well as what looked like most 
of the District Bridge – X/O 
Bob and Sandie Howd, Lt/C 
Dave and Carolyn Simons, 
and A/O Burt and Margaret 
Pearson. We are also happy to 

have had Raleigh’s X/O and incoming commander 
Greg Shay and his wife Connie, and we are looking 
forward to continuing the joint ventures between our 
two squadrons in the New Year. 

Many thanks to X/C Joe Donaghy, SN for flawlessly 
executing his duties as Officer of the Deck for the 
Change of Watch, and special thanks go out to Sandy 
Donaghy and Paula Schubert for planning, organizing 
and managing this event. 

Even after two tours as Executive Officer, I 
approached being Commander with a fair amount 
of apprehension. The main thing going for me was 
taking over a job that Joe had done for two years, 
which would make any incoming Commander’s job 
easier. Watching someone do a job and doing the job 
yourself are two different things. We started off the 
year with a full bridge, which also included a number 
of first timers. But with the hands on assistance and 

wise counsel of veteran bridge members, we got 
the ball rolling and had a very successful year. I 
appreciate all the calls, texts, emails and nudges 
I received along the way – reminding me of 
procedures, reports, due dates and obligations of 
my office. But more importantly, I received quiet 
words of encouragement and votes of confidence 
for which I am grateful. 

So let’s look at some highlights for the year just 
ended. 

X/O Beth Haskell, JN, has done a phenomenal 
job, and I am so pleased that she will stay on the 
bridge for this year. For the first time since I have 
been a member, we have a professional looking tri 
fold brochure. Beth was sure to keep the brochure 
current, reflecting changes to our calendar 
printed on the back. We also have a supply of 
DSPS – branded literature to hand out at boat 
shows, safety events and other public gatherings. 
Partnering with Raleigh, we participated in two 
boat shows, with seven of our members manning 
the booth for a shift for two, and, with special 
thanks to Leon Hudgins, we participated in the 
Mayo Boat Day in June. During Safe Boating 
Week the squadron conducted vessel safety 
checks at both Falls Lake and Lake Gaston.

Our cooperative charting efforts placed the 
squadron and District 27 on the Honor Roll for 
2012.

Those efforts included joint operations with the 
Ft. Macon Sail and Power Squadron and broad 
participation from our own ranks. We have 
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 Members-at-Large
 Lt Douglas Campbell, AP
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 dcampbell009@nc.rr.com
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 kcduke@aol.com
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 Upcoming Events
   Mar 14  Monthly Member Meeting, BPG
   Mar 22-23 D/27 50th and COW, North Raleigh 
         Hilton, Hosted by Durham  
   Mar 24  UNC-TV Telethon
   Mar 25  Passover Begins
   Mar 28  Ex Com Meeting
   Mar 31  Easter Sunday  

Birthdays in Feb/Mar
P/C Charles Hayne, S   Feb 1
P/Lt/C Leon Hudgins, JN  Feb 11
David Grimes, AP    Feb 18
P/Lt/C Coffield Knight, SN Feb 25
Ann G. Murphy    Feb 25
P/C Ron Mosley, AP   Mar 10
Tamara Edgar, JN    Mar 18
Lt Eric Lytle, S    Mar 20
Rene Ellis      Mar 21

New Location for Monthly Member 
Meetings

We will be holding all of our monthly member meetings 
at the Bennett Pointe Grill, located at 4625 Hillsborough 
Road, in Durham.  It is just beyond the Durham Hilton on 
the left in the Food Lion Shopping Center.  You may order 
off the menu and pay individually.  To see their menu and 
get directions go to their website at www.bpgrill.com.

Our member meetings are generally on the second Thursday 
of the month.  Meet at 1830 to order and socialize.  The 
programs will begin at 1900.  

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 14.  
Other meetings are: April 11, May 9, June 13, September 
12, October 10, and November 14.  There are no monthly 
meetings in July or August.

We hope to see you at these meetings to keep updated on 
Squadron activities and listen to informative speakers!



3 

conducted one co-op charting outing during the 
current year, enough for the District to qualify for 
the Honor Roll, and we hope to make the Honor 
Roll ourselves if we can fit in another trip between 
now and March.

Within the Administrative Department, headed up by 
Lt/C Ann McKenzie, we found a new venue for our 
2012 monthly meetings, Pomodoro’s Italian Kitchen 
on Hillandale Road. The food was good, the beer 
was cold and the private dining room worked great 
for us. Ann, I always look forward to your calls and 
texts telling me the speaker has cancelled! Seriously, 
we have enjoyed a wide variety of speakers at each 
meeting – marine electronics with West Marine, 
the N.C. Wildlife Resources Officer, Durham Fire 
Department, boat maintenance with the Wake-Falls 
Mobile Marine, Sea Tow, and our own P/C Tilo Alt 
regaling as with tales of life aboard the Coast Guard 
Cutter Elm. We enjoyed a great mix of land and 
water based activities, highlighted by the Durham 
Fire Department’s participation with their Zodiacs 
at Jordan Lake last spring and our well-attended day 
cruise from Beaufort to Oriental in July. I appreciate 
the behind the scenes efforts of Bev Hudgins, Joe 
and Sandy Donaghy, and Frank and Paula Schubert 
in making these events the successes they were – 
even if Mother Nature didn’t cooperate all the time. 
Once again Wayne Estabrooks was instrumental 
in facilitating the squadron’s participation in the 
annual UNC-TV Telethon. We had a great group of 
volunteers this year.  

Everybody knows, or should know, that when you 
think “Boating Safety Course” you think USPS. 
Nobody teaches a course like the experienced 
instructors within USPS do, and in the past year 
Durham has upheld that tradition of excellence. P/
C Ron Mosley has done a great job of generating 
interest from both within and outside our ranks. With 
the help of a large number of dedicated volunteers 
we conducted an OT course, two ABC nine-week 
courses a one-day ABC course, Seamanship, 
Sailing, and a Mariners Compass seminar. We 
have a first class venue at McMannen United 
Methodist Church, with plenty of room, tables and 
chairs, kitchen and state of the art A/V equipment. 

Sometimes it’s difficult to get Frank Schubert to leave. 
Speaking of Frank, he was awarded a Certificate of 
Educational Proficiency at the D27 Fall Conference 
in Wrightsville Beach. At present, Ron has scheduled 
a Piloting course beginning in late January with a full 
ABC course to run concurrently following the Raleigh 
Boat Show. 

I want to thank Mimi Chitty for her hard work as 
Secretary for as long as I have been a member. 
Also within our Secretary’s Department I want to 
offer special recognition to Paula Schubert for the 
outstanding work she has done and continues to do as 
editor in chief of the Bullhorn.

Lt/C Frank Schubert, AP has been our Treasurer, 
technology expert, email list maintainer, audio-visual 
provider and all around go-to guy for as long as I have 
known him. Navigating the USPS dues structure alone 
should qualify him for an advanced designation. He 
has paid the bills, collected the dues, and kept us out 
of legal hot water, and we appreciate his contribution 
to the success of out squadron. 

It’s been a great year. Like all years it had its challenges, 
but with a common sense of purpose, dedication and 
enthusiasm we all made it work together. And we had 
fun doing it. Thank you all for your support. It has 
been an honor and privilege to be your Commander. 
The Year Upcoming

We’re ready to get started, and I hope we can build on 
the programs and successes of the past year. There are 
a few areas I hope we can emphasize. 

First, let us preach and live the gospel of safe boating 
wherever we go and whatever we do. In 2011 the 
Coast Guard counted 4,588 accidents that involved 
758 deaths, 3,081 injuries, and approximately $52M 
in property damage as a result of recreational boating 
accidents. Seventy percent of the fatalities were 
drownings and 84% of those were reported as not 
wearing a life jacket. Eight out of ten of those who 
drowned were in vessels of less than 21 feet in length. 
There is nothing more important for us to do than to 
expose the boating public to our ABC classes. Those 
new members who took the class last year were 

Commander From Page 1
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Perhaps The Unkindest Blow to a 
Boater’s Pride
P/C Charles D. Hayne,  S

*Make sure you are alone, put out the Do Not Disturb sign, pull 
down the shades, lock the door.  We are about to enter the zone of 
one of the unkindest blows to a boat operator’s pride: running 
aground.

Despite all of humankind’s efforts 
to stay in deep water and avoid 
running aground on sand bars, 
shoals, rocky outcrops, coral reefs 
– you name it, running aground 
has been the bane of boaters 
going from Point A to Point B.  
The Olde Salt used to say: “there 
are only three kinds of skippers: 
those who have run aground, those 

who will run aground, and those who will not admit it”.  
Having too much boat and too little water happens to 
the best of us, even experienced professional harbor 
and river pilots.  It’s an equal opportunity ego biter. 

So, if the potential for running aground is just a short 
step below inevitable, what is the best way to handle 
the situation when it happens? Strange as it may sound, 
FIRST – Do nothing.  The impulse is to power up and try 
to ride over the obstruction. This may imbed your bow 
section even deeper and cause more damage, however.  
SECOND -- do not try to reverse, power up and back 
off, this may cause the engine to suck mud and veggies 
into the engine intake, resulting in overheating and 
expensive engine damage.  If you have a hull breach, 
abrupt motion could open the breach wider giving a 
sinking feeling. 

The prudent skipper would stop, take a few deep 
breaths, clear the mind, and begin to take a good look at 
what happened, what visible damage, and how serious 
is the dilemma.  For example, is there a sign of hull 
damage causing water to come in? Is there a need to 
make a call for emergency assistance?  Is there any 
danger of shifting which could cause further damage?  
Is the tide changing so that higher water of a rising tide 
might float you off if you wait patiently?  You may 
have to set an anchor to avoid being pushed higher on 
the obstruction, or put cushioning around the hull to 
avoid damage as the vessel lay on its side in the event 
of outgoing tide and lower water.  (ASIDE: There was 

a story going about several years ago that a skipper in 
our district ran aground on the shifting shoals of the 
bay so often that he carried cleaning equipment on 
his boat so he could tell those who offered assistance 
that he had “beached” on purpose so he could clean 
the hull while waiting to float off the sand bar.)

If you are among the lucky, you may be able to refloat 
your vessel without assistance.  If you are towing a 
dinghy, put some of the heavier equipment in the 
dinghy to lighten the vessel load.  Determine the path 
to deeper water; it might be in a different direction 
than that which got you hung up.  Above all, begin 
today to create and hone a good story to tell those who 
ask about what happened.  Maybe you can convince 
them that you too grounded on purpose so that you 
could clean the hull.

      Thinking of you -- 
 
  wSympathy is extended to Cdr. Fred   
   Cooke upon the passing of his father  
   in January.  

  wSympathy is extended to Lt/C Beth 
  Haskell upon the passing of her 
  father in February.  

  wBest wishes for a speedy recovery
  are extended to P/C Charles Hayne
  as he prepares to undergo open-heart
  surgery at Duke University Hospital.

  Please keep them in your thoughts
  and prayers. 
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appreciative and enthusiastic. One person remarked 
to me how amazing it was that we would put on 
that professional course for only 6 participants. I 
know Durham is not the largest market, but I hope 
we can work together to find new ways to reach the 
uneducated boating public. We need to make this a 
priority.

Of course, once a student has completed the class 
and been presented with membership in the USPS, 
it is vital that we embrace that person with praise, 
encouragement and opportunity. It might be as 
simple as a phone call to remind them of an upcoming 
member meeting, or an invitation to participate in 
a social event. Sometimes it seems we let them go 
without putting forth that second effort that might 
keep them engaged. Referral marketing is powerful.  
Boaters have boating friends.

While I am on the subject of education, I am hopeful 
we can encourage those within our ranks to take 
higher level courses.  Ron put together the statistics.  
We have 10 eligible for Seamanship, 20 for Piloting, 
and 14 for JN. The piloting class is already on the 
schedule. So lets all get back into learning mode. 
Of course, Joe Donaghy has set the bar pretty high, 
having posted the highest score in the District on 
both JN and Navigator exams. 

I look forward to continuing our tradition of fun social 
events. We have already scheduled a joint event with 
Raleigh at Jordan Lake the first weekend in August 
for a picnic and poker run. We plan to continue our 
joint co-op charting trips with Ft Macon. While 
we had some scheduling difficulty last year, I am 
hopeful we can get that event on the calendar early. 
Hopefully we will schedule another day cruise or 
two. The Beaufort to Oriental run is fun and simple, 
weather permitting and a great way to get people on 
the water. Also, the D5/D27 Rendezvous is scheduled 
for August 8-11 at Cape Charles.

Of course, we plan our usual slate of activities 
– two boat shows, Safe Boating Week, UNC-TV 
Telethon, member meetings and ExComs, and other 
civic activities as opportunities arise. There is ample 
opportunity for member involvement.

I’m looking forward to a great year.

Durham Hosting D27 Conference/50th 
Anniversary/COW
P/C Paula Schubert, AP

The District 27 Conference, 50th Anniversary 
Celebration, and Change of Watch are scheduled for 
March 22-23 at the North Raleigh Hilton, 3415 Wake 
Forest Road, in Raleigh.  

Durham is the official host of this event with Cape 
Fear serving as honorary host as the oldest squadron 
in the District.

To that end, Durham is responsible for taking the 
registrations and monies for meals and events, 
coordinating the registration tables on Friday 
afternoon (2:00 – 5:00 p.m.) and Saturday morning 
(7:30 – 9:30 a.m.), collecting meal tickets at the Friday 
night banquet, the Saturday afternoon luncheon, and 
the Saturday night banquet, coordinating the spouse 
coffee on Saturday morning, coordinating the spouse 
lunch and Museum tour on Saturday, preparing 
both the Friday night and Saturday night programs, 
preparing a “goody bag” to hand out to registrants, 
and decorating the banquet tables.  The Cape Fear 
squadron is taking on the silent auction and the 50-50 
raffle tickets that will culminate at the Saturday night 
banquet.

Help is needed at the registration table on both Friday 
and Saturday, collecting tickets at the meal functions, 
collecting items to include in the goody bag (and help 
in stuffing the 125 bags), help in greeting spouses 
and the Saturday morning coffee, and decorating the 
banquet tables and putting programs at the places.  

If you are willing to volunteer some time to help with 
this historical event, please let me know via email 
at paula.schubert@earthlink.net.  Only 5 members of 
DSPS have registered to date.  If you are planning to 
attend the event but have not yet registered, please 
do so ASAP and let me know via email that you will 
be attending.  The registration form is on the D27 
website and included in this issue of The Bullhorn.

Thanks is extended to Joanna George, Sandy Donaghy, 
and Fred Cooke who have already contributed with 
behind-the-scenes efforts.  We need more assistance 
and would appreciate your help.

Commander from Page 3
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2013 DSPS Change of Watch
Photos by Lt/C Frank Schubert, AP
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Commander’s Award - P/C Bev Hudgins

Educational Award - Lt/C Frank Schubert

Chewed Screw - Lt Eric Lytle
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The next DSPS monthly meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 14 at the Bennett Pointe Grill beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Ex Com MeetingBullhorn Articles 
Due

Member Meeting 
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D27 Council/Conference/COW 2013 - North 
Raleigh Hilton, Raleigh

UNC TV Telethon

Easter Sunday

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins

Passover

St. Patrick’s Day

Good Friday


