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6rand Traverse Bay Sail and Power Squadron
2026

October 1 General Meeting-1800 Sleders
October 8 Lunch with the Commander-1200 Cottage Café
October 15 Executive Meeting-1600 Zoom
October 30-31 ID-9 Fall Conference Ann Arbor
November 5 General Meeting-1800 Sleders
November 12 Lunch with the Commander-1200 Cottage Café
November 19 Executive Meeting-1600 Zoom
December 3 General Meeting-1800 Sleders
December 10 Lunch with the Commander-1200 Cottage Café
December 17 Executive Meeting-1600 Zoom
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JOHN LUTCHKO

Great Lakes Water Studies
Institute Director
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1800 Social hour
1830 Dinner

Slabtown Ribs with Salad and Red Skin Potatoes
Lake Perch Basket with Fries and Cole Slaw

$25.00

Be sure to call in your reservation by September 27



COMMANDER’S REPORT
Cdr Tom Stone, JN

As I write this, I’'m looking out the window at rain and gale force winds. Fall has arrived! Many
of us have already pulled our boats for the season and turned our thoughts to fall camping, and
some are dreaming of skiing soon.

But before that, remember all of Jerry William’s tips on preparing your boat for winter. If you
missed last month’s meeting, Jerry gave a fantastic presentation with step-by-step instructions.
If you follow his checklist, it will make next year go more smoothly!

I want to thank everyone that attended last month’s dinner meeting. We had 39 attendees,
which was the largest gathering in quite a long time. There were several guests and our newest
members: Vern and Jeanette Meyer, who transferred from the Lansing Squadron (following a
little arm-twisting during the eQuality Cruise).

Finally, a big shout out to the members that volunteered for the Nominating Committee. Paul
Gonzalez, Nicole Smethells, and Jim Schultz. Tunderstand that they have nearly assembled
next year’s Bridge!

Our next meeting will be October 1, 2026, at Sleders. Hope to see as many members as last
Month.




ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Lt/C John Holcombe, AP

OCTOBER 1 SPEAKER:
JOHN LUTCHKO, Great Lakes Water Studies Institute Director

This should be a terrific program, giving us a view of advanced sonar and rov technologies
taught in this department of Northwestern Michigan College. There should be interesting pho-
tos of detailed mapping of bottomlands in the Great Lakes. This program is a major asset for
the Grand Traverse area.

MEAL CHOICES:

Slabtown Ribs, with salad and red skin potatoes
Or
Lake Perch Basket, with perch, fries and cole slaw

See you there!
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Mary Adkins 10/11
Harlene Ward 10/22



EDUCATION OFFICER
Lt/C Mike Adkins, AP

As the boating season is nearing the end we are now looking forward to planning our 2027
Winter/Spring/Summer Educational Courses. Some of the courses being considered for 2027
include: Advanced Marine Navigation, Engine Maintenance, Weather, Sail, and America’s
Boating Courses (For Adults and Kids). If there are any particular courses that you are inter-

ested in taking or teaching, please contact David Terrell or myself so we can include in the
NMC Catalog.
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SAFETY OFFICERS REPORT
Lt Brian Nelson, AP

Is It Smart To Have AI Onboard?

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is in the news and in our lives seemingly every day now, but how
much of it do we really want to depend on when on our boat? The most recent edition of
Boat.US Magazine takes a look at this subject and its ramifications on boating safety, good
and bad. If you do not receive this great resource, use this link to view the entire issue:
https://boatus.mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=868199&p=0&view=issueViewer&bt field namef[]
—utm_mediumé&bt_field name[]=utm_source&bt field name[]=utm_campaign&bt_field name[]
—utm_campaign&bt_field name[]=utm medium&bt_field name[]=utm_source&bt_field value[]
—newsletter&bt_field value[]=magazine&bt field value[]=Sept%2F%202026&bt _field value[]=Sept%2F%
202026&bt_field value[]=newsletter&bt field value[]=magazine&utm_ campaign=Sept%2F%
202026&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=magazine

Use this link to read Al ABOARD by Kelsey Bonham Bailey, BoatU.S. Associate Editor:
https://boatus.mydigitalpublication.com/september-october-2026/page-46?bt_field name[]
=utm_mediumé&bt_field name[]=utm_source&bt_field name[]=utm_campaign&bt_field _name[]
=utm_campaign&bt_field name[]=utm_mediumé&bt_field name[]=utm_source&bt_field value[]
=newsletter&bt field value[]=magazine&bt field value[]=Sept%2F%202026&bt field value[]=Sept%2F%
202026&bt _field value[]=newsletter&bt field value[]=magazine&utm_ campaign=Sept%2F%
202026&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=magazine

Regular contributor Tom Neale has this anecdotal take on Al on page 96:
https://boatus.mydigitalpublication.com/september-october-2026/page-96?bt_field namel[]
=utm_medium&bt field name[]=utm_source&bt field name[]=utm campaign&bt field namel[]
=utm_campaign&bt_field name[]=utm_mediumé&bt_field name[]=utm_source&bt_field value[]
=newsletter&bt_field_value[]=magazine&bt_field value[]=Sept%2F%202026&bt_field value[]=Sept%2F%
202026&bt_field_value[]=newsletter&bt_field value[]=magazine&utm_campaign=Sept%2F%
202026&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=magazine

And for those that wonder where the metal went, here is a great article on Galvanic Isolators:
https://boatus.mydigitalpublication.com/september-october-2026/page-90?bt_field namel[]
=utm_medium&bt_field name[]=utm_source&bt field name[]=utm campalgn&bt field name[]

=utm campalgn&bt field name[]=utm__ medlum&bt field name[]=utm_source&bt field value[]
=newsletter&bt field value[]=magazine&bt field Valueﬂ Sept%ZF%202026&bt field _value[]=Sept%2F%
202026&bt field _value[]=newsletter&bt_field value[]=magazine&utm_campaign=Sept%2F%
202026&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=magazine

If your boat is still in the water, get out and enjoy some beautiful fall afternoons while they
Last. Be safe!
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