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Grand Traverse Bay Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Activities Calendar

September 1
September 8

Sleders
Elk Rapids

September 11-18
September 15

General Meeting-1800
Barb’s Barn Dedication-1530
Dinner with Lyons to follow at Pearl’s
ABC Governing Board Meeting
Executive Meeting-1900

October 6
October 13
October 20

General Meeting-1800
Lunch with the Commander-1200
Executive Meeting-1900

Sleders
Cottage Café
Zoom

Raleigh, NC
Zoom

*****************************************************************************

1

SEPTEMBER
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BRYAN FERGUSON
Glen Arbor Fire Departmen—Dune Recuses

****************************************************************************
1800 Social Hour
1830Dinner
1/2 baby back ribs oven roasted/char broiled in BBQ sauce
1/2 split chicken oven roated/char broiled with Cherry BBQ sauce
Both come with salad, potato and roll.
Please let your caller know your preference
Per person
If your telephone caller does not reach you by Sunday, August 28, please call John Krieger at
630-624-8090 or email John Krieger at Kriegwheat@gmail.com by Monday, August 29
(Please let your caller know if you will need a ride to the meeting)

COMMANDER’S REPORT
Cdr Mary Petterson, N

When September rolls around, we look back in amazement about how fast the summer flew
by. This has been a good one in my book. Bit of a roller coaster in temperatures and too dry
but certainly so much better than the last two years. Summer 2022 marked a return to near
normal, although supply and labor shortages hamper some activities.
With autumn, we return to our regularly scheduled events with one exception – so far. Cathy
Holcombe suggested having a dedication for “Barb’s Barn,” the storage unit in Elk Rapids
that Lyons donated to the club. So we’re changing Lunch with the Commander Sept. 8 to
“Dinner with the Lyons.” It will be at Pearl’s, following the dedication of Barb’s Barn at 3:30
at Ancient Mariners Drydock, 8275 Herrman Rd, Elk Rapids, 49629. Hope many of you can
make it!
Now to a recap of this summer’s events.
First off, thank you to the Gonzales for hosting a great Shakedown Pizza Party again. Terrific
setting and turnout. A few brave souls weathered the chilly weather for the Ice Cream Cruise
on the Manitou the following Saturday. We had good wind and covered a good section of
lower West Bay.
The eQuality Cruise was loads of fun, crossing Lake Michigan with a stop at Beaver Island,
then on to the Bay de Nocs and Washington Island. Overall good weather, just one night of
rain and one great sail. We spent two days at most of the ports so there was time to explore
local attractions. We logged a first – a motorcoach accompanying us when we were not at an
island! Holcombs hosted Bill Bailey who was not healed enough to sail. And, of course, nice
to have access to some wheels for desperate needs. There were five sailboats and a power
boat manned by our new members, Larry and Susan Rotta.
The Lobster Bake was a great success, thanks in large part to the Nelsons with Donna as committee chair and Brian as cook extraordinaire. We have truly dedicated members who all contribute so much. Also, as usual, it was the silent auction that put the event in the black. Many
thanks to MR Gillooly for procuring unique items and members of the club whose handcrafted items always sell well.
This year Cruise Around the Bay will be Food Around the Bay, August 26 and 27. Please see
the announcement from Bill Bailey that should have hit your email box or the club website.
Upcoming events this fall include:
Dinner Meeting – September 1 – at Sleder’s – Bryan Ferguson, Chief, Glen Arbor Fire
Department, Dune Rescues
Dinner with the Lyons – Sept 8 – 5pm at the Pearl’s New Orleans Kitchen, Elk Rapids.
Bridge Meeting –September 15
Hope to see many of you at Sleder’s!

EDUCATION OFFICER
Lt/C Bill Smethells, N

Here we go into another Fall, leaving Summer behind. Well, almost — we have a few weeks
left and the Autumn season around here is pretty nice; plenty of time left before the chilly
weather arrives.

Two important announcements: (1) There is a DATE CHANGE for Marine Engine Maintenance that did not make it in time for the catalog. The dates are now Oct 4 through Nov 15,
one week earlier (for both start and end dates) than in the catalog.
(2) The deadline for
NMC - EES classes for Winter-Spring (i.e. Jan - May) is Sept 7!! Yikes! After talking to the
instructors, I expect that a likely course list will be Sail, Boat Handling, Electrical Systems, and
America’s Boating Course, but the final listing will be in next month’s 45th. Your thoughts are
always welcome.
Fall classes are listed on our web site. There are already students signed up for the three courses we are offering (Weather, Marine Navigation (prev. Piloting), and Engine Maintenance.
There is an ad this Fall accompanying the course listings in the paper catalog which will hopefully be eye-catching for potential students.

Special thanks are due to our instructors: This Fall we have David Terrell, Mary Petterson, Arnie Taddia, and Jerry Williams. This coming Winter - Spring, I expect that the instructors will
be Dee McClure, David Terrell, Jerry Williams, Bill Bailey, Tom Stone, and yours truly. Our
classes, seminars, and vessel safely checks are the principle means by which we reach out to
the boating community; we would be delighted to have you join in.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Lt/C John Krieger

Welcome back! It’s hard to believe we're back in session, but we are. The E-Quality cruise,
Lobster Bake and Food around the Bay are already fleeting memories.

As you are likely aware, our first dinner meeting of the year is scheduled at Sleders on Thursday, September 1st. We have chosen Sleders as our preferred venue due to location, flexibility
and overall good food, service and atmosphere. Calling captains have been notified and will be
reaching out to each of you to secure counts on a monthly basis for our upcoming monthly
meetings. We will also be reviewing all contact information and updating as needed. Please be
patient and responsive with us as we begin this sizable undertaking.
With the fine work of our SEO, we have excellent classes scheduled through NMC in the upcoming months, and would encourage each of you to consider signing up for Weather, Engine
Maintenance or Piloting and Navigation. In fact, if you have an interested non-member friend,
please encourage them to not only take a class but become a member.
Finally, congratulation to our squadron for winning the Henry the Navigator award from National. The award is given to the squadron who had the most people enrolled in and passing the
advanced navigation course. Mary Petterson, Paul Gonzalez and Bill Smethells all took and
passed the advanced navigation course to put our Squadron in first. Truly quite an honor!
Enjoy the remaining nice days in September and early October and we look forward to seeing
you at the monthly meetings.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Lt/C Paul Gonzalez, N

Like many others, I begin this report in the knowledge that summer is on the wane. Nuts!
However one bright spot is our monthly first Thursday dinner meetings are about to start with
the first one set for September 1. Sleder’s Family Tavern remains our venue and we will continue to offer a choice of entrée. For this meeting the choice is between Slabtown Ribs or
Cherry Barbequed Chicken. Hope to see you there. Also happening this September is the
USPS annual meeting. I call attention to this event as there is expected to be a vote on the future direction and structure of the organization, specifically a proposal to revamp the District /
Squadron format to something less formal. What that means remains to be seen. As we find
out more, we will report.

****************************************************************************

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS—
Eric Currin, AP P/C
Laura Laubhan, AP
Richard Lavanture
Dawn Russell
Nicole Smethells
Sandy Stockemer, P
Bradley Thompson
Jerry Williams, AP P/C

SAFETY OFFICERS REPORT
Lt Brian Nelson, AP

Anchoring out is fun, if you have confidence that your anchor will hold
The summer is nearly over and, if you have been actively boating, you probably anchored-out at
least once. Whether for lunch, swimming, happy hour or for overnight, your ground tackle is
something you depend on without thinking much about. For most, the rode with attending
shackles and swivels is stowed out of sight in that damp locker at the bow. The anchors may be
there as well; out of sight and out of mind.
If you haven’t exhumed your ground tackle from that locker for awhile, now is a great time to
do it. Activity on the docks is slowing a bit, the weather is nice and the water is warm. Whether
you lay your rode out on the dock or are restricted to lowering it into the water, a close inspection is in order. If mud and weeds were carried aboard the last time you raised the hook, a good
washdown of the gear and the locker would be in order as well. To help with your inspection
and care of your anchoring system, our friends at BoatUS have a great article to guide you:
https://www.boatus.com/expert-advice/expert-advice-archive/2021/june/ground-tackle-upkeep
Enjoy the remainder of this boating season and “let’s be safe out there!”
*****************************************************************************

Lobster Bake 2022

Sixty-seven people from Detroit, Gross Point, Lansing, and Grand Traverse Bay enjoyed this
year’s Lobster Bake weekend. The weather was great! The food was great! The camaraderie was terrific! Friday night we enjoyed mingling during happy hour while munching popcorn – thanks to Bill and Pat Rottman, our popcorn maestros. Then Brian Nelson grilled
bratwurst to perfection. Saturday afternoon we witnessed several guys building the awesome
fire pit under the direction of Brian Nelson. What a show! Many of us opted for huge slices
of prime rib rather than lobster. After dinner, the winners of the Silent Auction were announced and we got to claim our prizes. Thanks to MR Gillooly, Janet Stone, and Nancy
Gonzalez.
Thanks to my terrific committee and to all of you who volunteered to help as the event progressed. Without each of you and your helpfulness we wouldn’t have such a terrific event.
Cudos!
If you haven’t watched this before, be sure to join us on August 11-12 next year!!
Donna Nelson, Chair

JUNE MEETING—

Lt/C Bill Bailey JN
Arnie Taddia, AP
Linda Taddia
John Davies, SN
Dee McClure, AP
Brian Nelson, AP
Donna Nelson, AP

Lt/C John Weih, P
CDR Mary Petterson, N

Carol Currin, P
Pat Kernaghan
Janet Ward, AP
P/C Eric Currin, AP

Our speaker Cathy Alchin, VP
Fox Island Lighthouse Assoc.

P/C Dave Terrell, AP
P/C Jan Hartesvelt, P
Guy Leslie, P

Lt/C Bill Smethells, N
Nicole Smethells
Janet Stone, JN
P/C Tom Stone, JN
Tom Lyon, Ap
Barb Lyon, AP

eQuality Cruise

LOBSTER BAKE 2022

