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www.usps.org/localusps/milford
Commander’s Report
Boating season is now in full swing, and it got off to a great start with Change of Watch ceremony and our 50th Anniversary celebration held on May 10.  Milford was honored to have with us Vice Cdr Dick Kyle, SN, National USPS Education Officer, to swear in our Bridge. V/C Kyle is a Connecticut native and a member of Saybrook Power Squadron and was accompanied by his wife Elaine.  He spoke briefly on the new path that USPS education is taking in an attempt to give the boating community greater selection and flexibility in the types of courses it offers.  We were also honored to have District 1 Cdr Elaine Williams and her husband D/Ltc Les Williams, the District 1 Education Officer, with us to commemorate our 50th Anniversary and make several Award presentations.   We had a great crowd to join in the celebration of our 50th, which included other D1 officers Past D1 Cdr Pat Pabouet, District 1 Admin Officer Bud Greenbacker and Past New London PS Cdr John Robinson.  I am pleased to welcome this year’s Bridge and look forward to a successful year ahead.  They include:

Bruce Ross, Executive Officer



Bob Reeves, Squadron Education Officer



Bob Post, Asst Education Officer



Bill Carotenuto, Secretary



Bill Rinckel, Treasurer



Hank Chmielewski, Admin Officer



Gabe Cordova, Editor of “The Bell”
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Bridge Members shown in the photo are: standing, Al Mongillo, Bill Carotenuto, and Brice Ross, and seated, Gabe Cordova and Hank Chmielewski.  Your Bridge and committee chairpersons are actively working to get out into the community and serve the boating public.  We have had good response to our spring boating courses, and the final one for this season will be a 4 sessions beginning June 13. 

Our sights during the month of June will be set on conducting complimentary safety checks of boats in the Milford area, primarily conducted at local marinas. The USPS program is called Vessel Safety Check (VSC) and is chaired by Admin Officer Hank Chmielewski.  Inspections are conducted by several of our members who have been trained and have passed a structured course developed by USPS.  Typically, Hank will post a notice at local Marinas as to when our examiners will be there. Boat owners can schedule when their boat will be examined that day.  However, if you are not in one of the local Milford marinas, or you possibly trailer your boat, give Hank a call at 203-878-5203 and he may be able to get one of our examiners to your home to conduct the examination.  He can also provide you with a copy of the check list that will be used to conduct the VSC.  Having this should ensure that your boat is ready for inspection and will meet all the requirements of the U.S. Coast Guard. You will receive a signed copy of the check list and can receive the 2007 VSC decal to put on your boat.  This may help avoid an unscheduled inspection by the U.S. Coast Guard that might otherwise inconvenience or even spoil a day out on the water.    Lastly, Hank is looking for persons interested in becoming a Vessel Safety Examiner.  Please contact him if you have an interest in participating. 

All MPS members are invited to attend our monthly Bridge meetings to see what is going on behind the scenes.  Our next meeting is Thursday June 7 at the Margaret Egan Center in Devon, 7 P.M.  Room 139.

There are a number of activities that are available for anyone who is willing to give a few hours a month of their time. We especially need a dedicated Membership Chairperson to help with recruiting members from our education classes. Another important position requiring a chairperson is Squadron Historian.  The job entails chronicling the annual activities of our squadron, including member meetings, participation in Squadron and District events, awards won at the district and National levels and educational achievements of our members.  

Lastly, please look to our calendar of events for what is coming up this summer.  The next District event is the Essex Island Rendezvous June 23 in Essex Ct.  If you wish to attend by boat you can reserve a slip by calling the Essex Island Marina at 860-767-1267.  Please refer to the list of upcoming events for more details.  Have a great summer of boating, and most of all be safe.

Cdr Al Mongillo

Milford Power and Sail Squadron Introduces “USPS University”

Courses to members and to the Public

During “Boating Safety Week” the Milford Power and Sail Squadron, a division of the United States Power Squadrons (USPS), introduced Boating Seminars for both members and the public as a first step toward “Boat Operator Certification”. The seminars are open to all boaters of Sail, Power, Kayak, Canoe and Rowboat who want to keep abreast of the latest advancements in recreational boating and navigation.

The USPS, in order to reach boaters at all experience levels is introducing the most complete and modern educational program available to the public. Instead of a prepared curriculum program, USPS University lets you select your curriculum that will assist in advancing your educational level in the area of the specific skills you believe you need.

Boaters must progress through four certification levels, Inshore, Coastal, Advanced Coastal and Offshore. These course levels will be recognized throughout the Industry dealing with non-professional recreational boating operators and can merge into the “International Certificate of Competency” which is becoming a requirement for boating in Europe. 

The pre-requisite for attending the USPS University Courses is completion and passing “The Squadron Boating Course” (not Boat Smart or Chart Smart)

In order to achieve the first level, Inland Navigator Certification, the boater must take certain required courses (Seamanship, Engine Maintenance, & Marine Electrical Systems.) Six seminars are also required. The boater must also demonstrate specific skills (e.g. anchoring, docking, tying up) consistent with his/her intended boating use. The skills portion is “hands-on” and “on the water” and the boater must demonstrate while under the surveillance of an experienced USPS Certifier.

The required courses are usually 2 hours in length and run for 4 to 6 weeks each. The seminars are 2 hours in length and are attended on a one-time basis. If the public boater who attends the seminars desires to join the USPS to advance his education he may do so at any time.

Presently the Milford Power and Sail Squadron is offering the members and the public a series of 4 seminars which are required for Inland Navigator Certification as follows:

How to Read a Chart

Using GPS

On Board Weather Forecasting

Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Radio

Two additional seminars are required which can be selected from the following:

Heavy Weather Sailing

Knots for Mariners

Boat Handling Under Power

Sail Trim

On-Board Emergencies

Using Digital Charts

To achieve the Coastal  Navigator Certificate, you must have completed and passed  the Inland Certification requirement along with the required courses of Piloting, Marine Communications Systems, Navigation Electronics plus the Coastal Electives( 6 seminars).  

Certificates leading to Advanced Coastal Navigator and Offshore Navigator will be presented as soon as further details are available. Completion of these courses results in the award of “Boat Operator Certification”

The USPS University Courses will be held locally and will introduce the boater to the entire range of subjects. It is suggested that you contact the Educational representative, SEO, and leave your name, address, phone, cell, E-Mail particulars and the type of boat you operate  so that you can be informed of the various courses being offered, the schedule, as well as any information or  changes in programming. For additional information on this new boating education course contact your local Milford Power and Sail Squadron, Education Officer at 203-876-8261.  Further information will be released on the dates the courses will commence etc.

Bob Reeves, SEO

Milford Power and Sail Squadron

District 1 Coming Events – Great Boating Experience

Administrative Officer D/Lt/C H.E. Greenbacker, SN has a great lineup of summer activities planned for this year.

Annual Rendezvous at Essex
22-24 June
Hosted by the Middletown Squadron.

 

Arrive on Friday or Saturday by land or sea.  Make your reservation directly with Essex Island.

 

Fri        1800    Pot Luck supper in the picnic area in the rear

 

Sat       0900    Poster Contest starts.  

Children 12 and under pick up supplies on deck.  Judging at 1500.

1000        Rowing Contest.  Contestants supply their own inflatables.  Gather by the travel lift slip.

1100    Create a Dinghy Contest.  You may build the dinghy at home.  Must be made of recyclable material.  Rules attached.

1200    Flare Demo.  Bring your outdated flares.  Located at north side of island, near the dog walking area.

1300    Council Meeting hosted by the New London Squadron.

1500    Poster Contest Judging.

1500    Presentation on Thames River Cruising.

1700    Cookout.  Tickets:  adults $7.00-children $3.50.  Menu:  Hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, beans, and more.  Get your tickets from your squadron commander.

1950    Entertainment on the deck.  Listen and dance to “Seabreeze”.

 

            Sun                  Breakfast on the Deck.

 

 

Weekend at Mystic Seaport

6-7 July
 

Make your reservations direct with the Seaport.  Also please let me know if you are attending so we know how many to expect.  There will be a Decorate a Hat contest for kids and a Find Information About the Seaport contest open to all.  Friday evening cocktails and Saturday night pasta dinner.  We expect to have a lot of fun.  Please come and join us.

 

Sail Race and Predicted Log Contest
18 July
 

Both events will be held at Westbrook.  If you want to stay overnight, please make reservations with Pilots Point Marina.  A cookout will follow the race at 1700.  Come by land or sea.

Contact: Jack Kurrus at 860-442-0055 for the sail race.

Contact: Al Mongillo at 203-734-5213 for the predicted log.

 

 

 

Poker Run
22 September
 

The Poker Run will be held at Hamburg Cove.  This is an enjoyable event hosted by Ken Bell, Jr.  He does a great job running this contest.

Contact: Ken Bell, Jr. at 860-666-7183.

 
Any questions, contact me at 203-238-4520 or hgreenbacker@cox.net or:
Summer Activities Chairmen:
P/C John Conroy at 203-453-0586
P/C Mike Iovanna at 203-237-4368
 
I hope to meet all members of every Squadron during at least one event this year.  And remember!         “If it ain’t fun, why do it?”
 
 
 
2007 Calendar





June 13 Wednesday 7:00 – 9:00PM Boat Smart Course  Egan Center - 4 weeks June 13, 20, 27 & July 11.  Instructor: Henry Chmielswski





June 17  Kayak - Lake Wintergreen Paddle - a    small  lake   within West Rock Park in Hew Haven & Hamden,  at 10am





June 23  Kayak Farmington River - nice flat water section between Avon and Simsbury.  Meet at 9:30am at Alsop Park behind Nassau's Furniture. Park entrance is on the right just south of the corner of Rt.10 (Waterville Rd) and Rt.44 (Avon Mt Rd).





June 22 – 24 District 1 Annual Rendezvous





July 6 – 7  District 1 Weekend a t Mystic Seaport





July 18  D1 Sail Race and Predicted Log Contest





September 22  D1 Poker Run
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