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Commander’s Report

We had some computer problems over last 2 months which prevented publishing a Bell in March and April, but our editor assures me we are back on line, so we come to you with spring approaching and local boat yards beginning to show signs of life.  The smell of bottom paint has already begun to permeate the air at local Milford marinas.  Now is the time to start making our spring “fitting out” list and inspect the gear we dragged home last fall with the positive intent of cleaning or repairing what needed attention.  However, if you’re like me most of that gear is exactly where I dropped it last October and now begging attention.    
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Reporting on some older but unreported news, for the 26 members and their guests who attended our Fishing Seminar at the Milford Library on February 24, I’m sure each of them walked away very enlightened on how to catch most if the major fish species available to us in Long Island Sound.  The event was organized by Administrative Officer Hank Chmielewski, with assistance from Bruce Ross, Gabe Cordova and me.

Our featured presenter, Rick Way of Milford, gave a masterful and extremely entertaining presentation on fishing tactics, habitats, gear and baits. Rick is shown above discussing striped bass lures with Gabe Cordova, Bill and Art Carotenuto and other guests. Our whole hearted thanks go out to Rick for donating his time to this event. Each person in attendance received a copy of his briefing, a veritable guide to fishing for flounder, striped bass, black fish, fluke, bluefish, weakfish, porgies and sea bass.  MPS member Vern Johnson was the lucky winner of our door prize, a saltwater spinning rod, reel and line sized for taking any of the game fish one might go after on LI Sound. We are considering running this event again in May for broader audience, with the objective of attracting new members to MPS.  
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Milford Power and Sail Squadron Introduces “USPS University” Courses to members and to the Public

During “Boating Safety Week” the Milford Power and Sail Squadron, a division of the United States Power Squadrons (USPS), will introduce Boating Seminars for both members and the public as a first step toward “Boat Operator Certification”. The seminars are open to all boaters of Sail, Power, Kayak, Canoe and Rowboat who want to keep abreast of the latest advancements in recreational boating and navigation.

The USPS, in order to reach boaters at all experience levels, Is introducing the most complete and modern educational program available to the public. Instead of a prepared curriculum program, USPS University lets you select a curriculum that will assist in advancing your educational level in the area of the specific skills you believe you need.

Boaters will have a choice of four certification levels, Inshore, Coastal, Advanced Coastal and Offshore. These course levels will be recognized throughout the Industry dealing with non-professional recreational boating operators and can merge into the International Certificate of Competency which is becoming a requirement for boating in Europe. 

The pre-requisite for attending the USPS University Courses is completion and passing “The Squadron Boating Course” (not Boat Smart or Chart Smart)

In order to achieve the first level, Inland Navigator Certification, the boater must take certain required courses (Seamanship, Engine Maintenance, & Marine Electrical Systems.) Six seminars are also required. The boater must also demonstrate specific skills (e.g. anchoring, docking, tying up) consistent with his/her intended boating use. The skills portion is “hands-on” and “on the water” and the boater must demonstrate while under the surveillance of an experienced USPS Certifier.

The required courses are usually 2 hours in length and run for 4 to 6 
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weeks each. The seminars are 2 hours in length and are attended on a one-time basis. If the public boater who attends the seminars desires to join the USPS to advance his education he may do so at any time.

Presently the Milford Power and Sail Squadron is offering its members and the public a series of 4 seminars which are required for Inland Navigator Certification as follows:

1. How to Read a Chart

2. Using GPS

3. On Board Weather Forecasting

4. Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Radio

Two additional seminars are required which can be selected from the following:

1. Heavy Weather Sailing

2. Knots for Mariners

3. Boat Handling Under Power

4. Sail Trim

5. On-Board Emergencies

6. Using Digital Charts

To achieve the Coastal  Navigator Certificate, you must have completed and passed  the Inland Certification requirement along with the required courses of Piloting, Marine Communications Systems and Navigation Electronics, plus the Coastal Electives (6 seminars).  

Certificates leading to Advanced Coastal Navigator and Offshore Navigator will be presented as soon as further details are available. Completion of these courses results in the award of “Boat Operator Certification.”

The USPS University Courses will be held locally and will introduce the boater to the entire range of subjects.  It is suggested that you contact the Educational representative, SEO, and leave your name, address, phone, cell, E-Mail particulars and the type of boat you operate  so that you can be informed of the various courses being offered, the schedule, as well as any information or  changes in programming.  For additional information on this new boating education course contact your local Milford Power and Sail Squadron, Education Officer at 203-876-8261.  Further information will be released on the dates the courses will commence.

Bob Reeves, SEO

(With thanks to V/C Dick Kyle, SN National Education Officer)
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Kayak Course Report
Bruce Ross gave the Kayak course to 15 Kayak enthusiasts. The course consisted of two classroom lectures at the Egan Center. The lectures each took two hours and were power point presentation via computer generated displays on the wall. 

The subject matter consisted of the following:

· Selecting a kayak
· Safety gear
· Paddling strokes
· Moving water - river flow and tidal currents
· Getting back in the boat - rescues
· Hypothermia and cold shock

· Rules of the road

· Weather and navigation

Following the classroom sessions, the class moved onto the pool for two in-water pool sessions.  There were up to four kayaks in the pool and the class all participated in:

· Learning to board the kayak

· Perfecting your strokes

· Avoiding capsize

· Paddle float rescues
All student comments were positive, and both novice and experienced paddlers expressed that they learned something new and were surprised to learn how vulnerable they were out in a kayak

 

There are a few Appalachian Mountain Club paddling events coming up that I think the group might be interested in.  Open to all, there is no charge and membership is not required:

1.  June 2, Lake Waramaug - large lake paddle, from Waramaug State Park in Kent/New Preston CT at 9am. 

2.  June 17, Lake Wintergreen Paddle - a small lake within West Rock Park in Hew Haven & Hamden, at 10am

  3.  June 23, Farmington River - nice flat water section between    Avon and Simsbury.  Meet at 9:30am at Alsop Park behind Nassau's Furniture. Park entrance is on the right just south of the corner of Rt.10 (Waterville Rd) and Rt.44 (Avon Mt Rd).
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Bruce Ross, our Kayak leader will not be available for trip 1, but will be attending trip 2 and will lead trip 3.

All Power Squadron members & friends are welcomed to participate in the Kayak outing.  All who are interested call or email Gabe Cordova. 
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             Bruce Ross demonstrating Kayak boarding 
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Pictures from the Kayak Pool Session
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Press Release May 1, 2007
Boat Smart & PWC Course for your CT State CPWO & SBC

A four lesson course on Boating & PwC Safety will be presented by the Milford Power and Sail Squadron at the Egan Center, located on Mathew St. in Devon, Milford. The course will begin on Wednesday June 13, 2007 from 7:00PM until 9:00PM and every Wednesday thereafter for four weeks. This course will instruct the students in the most important elements of Boating and PWC safety necessary for a day’s activity on Lon Island Sound, on lakes and on rivers. The fee for the course is $50. The course will qualify the student for both a CT State Safe Boaters Certificate (SBC) and a Certificate of Personal Watercraft (CPWO).

At the conclusion of the course on the 4th Wednesday, a final exam will be given. All students passing the exam with a grade of 80% grade or higher may apply for the Boating SBC and or PWC CPOW. Applications for your State of Connecticut SBC/CPWO (license) will be available in class and the instructor will assist the student for membership in the Milford Power and Sail Squadron with additional discounts on your boat insurance and electronic gear. You may register by mailing a check or money order for $50 (made out to Milford Power and Sail Squadron) to 26 Cove Ave Milford, CT 06460. If there are any questions about the course you may call Bob Reeves, Squadron Education Officer, on 203-876-8261. Bobr876@aol.com.
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Boating Guide to America

Boating Guide to America is written collaboratively by thousands of USPS members! It uses a special type of website, called a “wiki” that makes collaboration easy. You may already be familiar with “Wikipedia”, a hugely popular collaborative encyclopedia. Boating Guide to America is like a “boating destinations” version of Wikipedia. 

Don’t be afraid to edit-any USPS member can edit almost any page, and we encourage you to be bold! Find something that can be improved, either in content, grammar or formatting, and fix it. Or add an article about your favorite boating destination – coastal, lake or river. Your changes will be recorded as “recent changes”. Inappropriate changes will be removed by a USPS Moderator, and repeat offenders will be blocked from editing. 
You can’t break this website. Anything can be fixed or improved later. So go ahead, edit an article and help make Boating Guide to America the best information source on boating destinations on the Internet!
The results of our effort are an on-line boating guide available to the public through the USPS web site. It will appear as a USPS boating guide titled “Boating Guide to America”. 

Preview it by looking at the web site  http://www.boatingguidetoamerica.com/ or on the USPS Home page. As you can see the “Boating Guide to America”, covers not only the United States it also covers the Canadian providences that front the Great Lakes it also includes the US Virgin Islands, the BVI and Mexico.        

What does it do for USPS:

1. Places the USPS Name and logo in front of a huge audience of boaters all potential members of USPS.

2. Gives all USPS members the opportunity to participate in providing valuable useful information to recreational boaters enhancing the pleasure and safety of this activity.

3. Provides recognition for our participating members through an awards program. Squadron and member participation leads to member retention.

4. Source of information for Port Captains.  

Cooperative Charting Committee      
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In Memory of P/C Stewart Petrie (1924-2007)
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Past Commander Dr. Stewart Petrie passed away at the age of 83 on March 17 after a long and courageous battle with cancer.  He served as Commander of the Milford Power Squadron from 1982 to 1984 and was active in supporting Education and Squadron events up until a few years ago.  He will always be remembered for his love of boating, sharp wit, uncanny story telling, passion for Civil War history and friendly smile and demeanor. 

Outside of boating, P/C Petrie devoted his life to serving our country and caring for people.  After graduation from the University of Connecticut, he joined the Army Air Corp and served as a bombardier/navigator during WWII on B-17’s.  He retired from military service as an Air Force Lt Colonel/Flight Surgeon.  He graduated from Temple Medical School and later completed his residency at Yale New Haven Hospital, entering private OB/GYN practice in the Naugatuck Valley in 1955.  During his career he delivered over 5000 children, primarily at Griffin Hospital, where he served as Chief of Staff and OB/GYN. 

Milford Power Squadron is grateful for the many years of service that P/C Petrie gave to its members and our local boating community, and especially for his masterful teaching of one of his specialties, weather forecasting.  He will be sorely missed.

Cdr Al Mongillo
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Milford Power Squadron Calendar 

2007

May 10
Change of Watch & 50th Anniversary Celebration 

 6:30PM at Al dente Brick Oven Pizza

128 Bridgeport Ave. Milford - $18 per person 

This should not be missed. Contact Henry Chmielewski to make a reservation.

Education Courses

May 5 & 12
 Boat Smart - 2 Saturdays 10:00AM – 3:00PM



Milford Yacht Club – Instructor Tony Barbieri

June 13, 20, 27    Boat Smart & PWC Course 4 Wednesday’s          

& July 11
   7:00PM-9:00PM Egan Center                                                           Instructor Hank Chmielswski 

To sign up for these courses call bob Reeves Education Officer at 203-876-8261. Course in Seamanship, Piloting, Marine Electronics & GPS, Sailing, Engine Maintenance and Kayaking are available. Sign up today.

District Events

June 22-24 

D-1 rendezvous

Essex Island

June 23

D-1 Council Meeting

Essex Island

July 6-7

D-1 Mini cruise

Mystic Seaport

August 18 

D-1 Sail Race

       Westbrook. Pilot’s PT

August 18

D-1 Predicted Log Race  Westbrook, Pilot’s PT

September 22 
D-1 Poker Run

Hamburg Cove
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Boating Guide to America
Boating Guide to America is written collaboratively by thousands of USPS members! It uses a special type of website, called a "wiki“that makes collaboration easy. You may already be familiar with "Wikipedia", a hugely popular collaborative encyclopedia. Boating Guide to America is like a "boating destinations" version of Wikipedia. 
Don't be afraid to edit-any USPS member can edit almost any page, and we encourage you to be bold! Find something that can be improved, either in content, grammar or formatting, and fix it. Or add an article about your favorite boating destination - coastal, lake or river. Your changes will be recorded as "recent changes". Inappropriate changes will be removed by a USPS Moderator, and repeat offenders will be blocked from editing. 
You can't break this website. Anything can be fixed or improved later. So go ahead, edit an article and help make Boating Guide to America the best information source on boating destinations on the Internet!
The results of our effort are an on-line boating guide available to the public through the USPS web site. It will appear as a USPS boating guide titled “Boating Guide to America”. 

Preview it by looking at the web site  http://www.boatingguidetoamerica.com/ or on the USPS Home page. As you can see the “Boating Guide to America”, covers not only the United States it also covers the Canadian providences that front the Great Lakes it also includes the US Virgin Islands, the BVI and Mexico.  

What does it do for USPS:

1. Places the USPS Name and logo in front of a huge audience of boaters all potential members of USPS.

2. Gives all USPS members the opportunity to participate in providing valuable useful information to recreational boaters enhancing the pleasure and safety of this activity.

3. Provides recognition for our participating members through an awards program. Squadron and member participation leads to member retention.

4. Source of information for Port Captains.  

Cooperative Charting Committee                               
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CONGRATULATIONS

Life Membership Award to L/C, Robert Reeves, SN
Bob received this National Award having earned 25 Merit Marks.

2006 National Merit Marks Awards 

Upon petition to by the Squadron Commander to the USPS Merit Mark Board, the following Milford Power Squadron members have been awarded merit marks by USPS for 2006.  Merits Mark Awards are earned in recognition for significant contributions to Milford Squadron and District 1 activities and events including teaching courses, attending the majority of   Bridge meetings, D1 Conferences and Council meetings, Vessel Safety Check inspections and chairing Squadron events.  Great job and thanks to the following MM Award recipients.  


Gennaro Anthony Barbieri, JN
George Buffington, AP


William Carotenuto, AP

Henry Chmielewski, AP


Gabriel Cordova, S


Dottie Johns


Roger Johns, S


Alfred Mongillo, AP


Robert Post, P



Robert Reeves, SN


William Rinckel, S


Bruce Ross, P

2006 National Senior Member- Achieved 10 Year Membership Status



George Buffington

Elective Course Completion - Advanced Piloting (AP)



Henry Chmielewski, AP

Our thanks to go out to these award winners for their exceptional contributions to enabling the Milford Power Squadron achieve its education and community service goals to the boating public. 
Cdr Al Mongillo and LT/C, SEO Robert Reeves
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