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FROM THE COMMANDER’S HELM
Greetings from St Thomas, VI. Jake and I have been here now for five days. We
have had beautiful weather, nice trade winds and low humidity. This will be a short
article since I would like to get back outside. I hope everyone has had a great summer. It is not over yet, but when school starts, that’s an indicator that summer is
winding down. We still have two great cruises to look forward to. In September, we
will be going to Wilmington to a new marina and then, in October, there is always
Georgetown. I think everyone enjoys the Wooden Boat Show, whether you are
boating or just driving down for the day for docktails.
I think we had a great meeting in August, with some great salads and ice cream. This is always a
hit. We had two new members join, Liz and Robert Janowski. We also welcome transfers from the
Charlotte Power Squadron, John and Anke Cattuna. When you see these people, make them feel
welcome.
I will leave the upcoming events to our AO, Al Lehman. Remember, safe boating is not an accident,
so plan to be safe and have fun.

Commander Bonnie Kanoy, AP
Great Turnout
for the June
ABC Class
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The XO’s Slip
NSSPS volunteers again made a difference in our community. Several
members turned out to help at the annual “Back to School Bash” at North
Strand Parks and Recreation (NSP&R)
center on Hwy 57. Our volunteers
served food at the concession window,
monitored activities and cleaned up the center afterwards.
A satisfying time for all.

you’d like to assist us in serving up the ice cream to the
residents this year, please call me or email me (see
above). We’d particularly like to thank Dan & Kathy Hafner
for arranging the donation of ice cream and toppings by
Chili’s Bar & Grill on Hwy 501, Myrtle Beach. Next time
you’re in Chili’s, tell manager Marge thanks for supporting
NSSPS in this event.
By the time the next Scuttlebutt comes out in December,
we will be well into our Christmas community events – tree
decorating at NSP&R and CB Berry Community Center
and the NMB Christmas Parade. So watch your email for
details about these events as the dates draw near in early
November.

We have again been approached by NSP&R to assist
them with their Fall Festival on October 13 at the NSP&R
center on hwy 57. This event will be a little tricky for us as
it overlaps somewhat with our monthly membership meeting, 4 – 6 PM. I’m hoping some of you might be willing to
skip the 5-6 PM social hour and help us out at the rec center. I’ve informed them that some of our members may
have to leave a little early and they are fine with that. In
addition, I hope to draw volunteers from those of you who
are not planning on attending the membership meeting.
We need all the help we can get because this is a big
event. They need as many as 20 volunteers! Please let me
know if you can help us out. Call or text me at 843-6853234 or email me at snazzyrags@gmail.com.

Have you signed up for the Kroger or Amazon rewards
program? These programs rebate a percentage of your
purchases to our organization as a community service. It
doesn’t cost you anything. It comes from their profits and
benefits NSSPS. You just need to sign up. Also, encourage your friends, neighbors and relatives to sign up. If we
can get this program rolling, it will help tremendously to
keep NSSPS on a sound financial footing. Instructions for
signing up for both of these programs can be found at the
top of our website home page at https://www.usps.org/
localusps/northstrand/ .

We are again planning an ice cream social at the Summit
Place assisted care facility at 491 Hwy 17, Little River,
from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM on September 29. It was a great
time last year, especially the clean up. We couldn’t let all
that ice cream go to waste, so it went to our waists. If

Sign up today, before you forget. Thank you!

P/C Doug Thomas, SN

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Dale Mills
Sharon Tucker
Cathy Hafner
Cathy Love
George Young
John Fischer
Gail Farmer
Dan Hafner
Sandy Perry
LaJuana Lebschi
Gary Simmeth

2
4
6
8
9
10
11
18
19
20
24

Please let Bonnie Williams know if we’ve missed
your birthday, so we can update our records.
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From The AO’s Wheelhouse
As I was driving back from Wilmington the other afternoon, I
realized the school buses are out
in full force, the first sign that
summer is coming to an end.
Our power squadron, however, is
continuing on with our fall member meetings, classes, and boating activities.
The social committee has two member meeting dinners that are sure to be fun. September’s meeting
will be a Hawaiian Luau theme. The Commander
says “Wear your Hawaiian shirts!”.
October’s
meeting will have the Oktoberfest theme with food
to match.
Mother Nature was not kind to us this year. A couple of our cruise activities had to be cancelled due
to weather. The cruises we were able to go on

were well attended and it is not over yet. There are
still a few openings for the Wilmington cruise over
Labor Day. Check out Cruise Director Ed’s Cruise
News in this issue.
I’d like to again welcome the new members that
joined our squadron over the past few months. One
new member told me “This squadron always has
something going on!” That’s true. Our member involvement committee is always looking for new
events for us. These social events are a good way
for new members to get to know the squadron
members in a smaller setting than our monthly
member meetings. Having said that, I also want to
urge our new members to “Get involved!”, which is
our District Commander’s motto.

Lt/C Al Lehman, AP

Wacca Wache Dock Party

Dinner and a Movie

Pampered Chef Party

NORTH STRAND SQUADRON VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Call for your FREE Vessel Safety Check today (843.399.1342). All it costs is a few minutes of your time.
You’ll be glad you did and so will your crew and guests.
Check out http://www.usps.org/national/vsc/ to learn all about everything in the VSC program.
Maybe you’ll even be interested in becoming an examiner??

D/Lt/C George Theriault, AP and D/Lt Eric Coates, AP, Co-Chairmen
Jane Bonner

Eric Coates

Jake Kanoy

John Schwab

Roger Bonner

Ken Delson

Al Lehman

George Theriault

Bob Candiano

Dan Hafner

Jack McKinnon

Marc Theriault

Roger Clark

Bonnie Kanoy

Bob Mills
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Educational Officer’s Briefing
There has been lots of activity in the USPS Educational Department both at a National
level and within the Squadron. For starters, members of the Educational Department
and Marketing committee have been looking at new markets for USPS educational offerings. Traditional courses are not attracting as many participants as expected due to
lifestyle and technology changes impacting how people enjoy the water, so USPS is doing the same with our educational programs. With today’s world of customization, we
expect that products and services be adapted to our needs. As people are looking for
boating education, USPS would like to have options available in both content and delivery.
In addition to that, the ABC course has been re-approved by the NASBLA (National Association of State
Boating Law Administrators) and several updates have been made to include changes recommended by the
NASBLA, several states, recommendations from Squadrons and changes in Coast Guard regulations. The
new Boat Handling (Seamanship) is in pilot mode starting the middle of September and the new option for
eBooks for the Boat Handling class are available. A new course “Radar for Boaters” has been introduced as
well as a new Seminar for “Propane Systems on your Boat”.
On the home front, we have had 52 people attend our 2 ABC classes and the next class is on Sept 22. It is a
great class, so plan to sign up and attend, if you haven’t taken it yet. Since USPS is all about education, let’s
make sure every North Stand member has completed the ABC class and started on their journey to become
at least an Advance Navigator, if not more. We had great attendance at the Knots for Mariners seminar and
have several more in the plans. The next Seamanship class will start on Aug 29th and run for 4 or 5 Wednesday nights.
Feel free to reach out if you have a desire or need for any education and we will work with you to make sure
it will happen.

Lt/C Frank Pope, AP
Game Night at the Farris’
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Fall Safety Message

Things That Go Bump In the Night
It was late at night on our boat. I had turned in and was fast asleep. Mary Jane was up,
talking to our granddaughter and her friend, visiting down from Delaware. Suddenly,
they heard a large bang. The girls thought it was from outside, Mary Jane thought it was
from below in the engine room. Not thinking it was too serious, they didn’t wake me, but
told me about it the next morning.
I didn’t find anything on the dock, so I went below to the engine room. I was shocked to
find the top of one of the battery boxes blown off and the battery severely damaged. I realized there was
probably battery acid sprayed throughout the engine room. I immediately placed the cover back on the box,
retrieved the wash down hose from dockside and thoroughly washed down everything in the engine room
paying particular attention to hoses and wiring. I then mixed up a solution of water and baking soda – a
neutralizing agent – and painted all that I could with a paint brush; again paying particular attention to
hoses and wiring.
A day later, still feeling uneasy about the situation, I borrowed a garden sprayer and sprayed down all surfaces with another solution of water and baking soda and – you guessed it – paying particular attention to
hoses and wiring.
So much for the clean-up. The question remained: what caused the battery to explode? As I was installing
the new battery, I believe I found the culprit. As I was tightening the positive terminal to the battery, I saw a
small crack in the terminal opening up. By the time I had completely tightened the terminal, the crack was
wide open.
As a result, I surmise the problem was a result of one of two possible scenarios. (1) Either the crack passed
power, but caused enough resistance for the battery to become extremely hot and explode or, more likely,
(2) the crack allowed an electrical arc to occur and this ignited the hydrogen gas that naturally occurs during the charging process.
My solution was twofold: (1) replace the terminal (obviously) and (2) insure proper ventilation in the battery
box so that hydrogen gases cannot build up to an explosive level.
My suggestion to all boaters: carefully and regularly visually inspect your batteries for wear and general
condition and insure your battery boxes (and engine room) are well ventilated.

P/C Doug Thomas, SN

Editor’s
Note

THANK YOU to the many members who provide the terrific photos you see in our North Strand
Squadron publications. Your contributions are greatly appreciated!!
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Nominating Committee Report

In accordance with the provision of Section 11.1 of the North Strand Sail & Power Squadron
Bylaws, the following members are placed in nomination for election at the October 2018 Annual Meeting by the Nominating Committee.
Commander
Executive Officer
Squadron Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Treasurer
Secretary

P/C Doug Thomas SN
Lt/C Al Lehman AP
Lt/C Frank Pope AP
Ellen Simpson P
P/C Jack McKinnon SN
Wanda McMillan P

Past Commander

P/C Bonnie Kanoy AP

Members At Large
Terri Azar P
P/C Bob Candiano AP
Layne McMillan P
P/C Marc Theriault AP

Rules Committee
P/Lt/C Jake Kanoy AP – 1 Year
P/C George Theriault AP (Chair) – 2 Years
P/C Bonnie Kanoy AP – 3 Years

Nominating Committee
P/C Ken Delson AP – 1 Year
P/C George Theriault AP (Chair) – 2 Years
P/C Bonnie Kanoy AP – 3 Years

Audit Committee
P/C Roger Clark P (Chair) – 1 Year
P/C Ken Delson AP -2 Years
P/Lt/C Louise Rubis S – 3 Years

Also, according to Section 11.1, members can be nominated by petition: “Petition in writing
signed by at least 5 active members in good standing and filed at least 15 days before the
date of election.”
Respectfully submitted,
P/C Eric Coates AP
P/C Jack McKinnon SN
P/C George Theriault AP
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Cruise News
Next cruise: Wilmington, NC/Port City Marina
Dates: Sep 1-3 … (3) night stay – Sat, Sun, Mon
Departure Date: Tue – Sep 4

I am holding reservations now for the 12 boats signed up for this cruise – included: Sabo, Fischer, Thomas,
Kanoy, Des Marteau, Theriault, Selph, Perry, Noonan, Hafner, Coates & Pope.
We will all be docking on their “B” dock, which will be nice for our dock parties which we will have on the T
head of “B” dock. We will have dock parties all 3 nights at Port City Marina; note the times!
Restaurant at the marina: “The Marina Grill” – Hours of operation – open at 11:00 thru late night for dinner.
Note: I m not planning dinner parties for this cruise due to it being a holiday weekend.

Schedule:
Saturday – 8:00 AM – depart Little River/ICW @ Lighthouse.
Ch# 16 for hailing and ch# 68 for chatter. Ed’s cell number is (843) 222-7372.
Tides for Lockwood’s Folly – low at 6:10 AM and high at 12:15 PM.
Estimated arrival at Wilmington/Port City is 1:30 – 2:00 PM.
Dock party @ 6:30 PM – bring appetizers, drinks and chairs.
Time and location of games on Sunday to be announced.

Sunday – lazy day getting up and going – games in the afternoon or do the town scene!
Dock party: 5:30 PM – bring drinks and chairs – thinking the restaurant may be the choice for dinner?

Monday – another lazy start … why not? … do your own thing, but games may be planned for those interested.
Dock party: 5:30 – bring appetizers, drinks and chairs.
Drive down members – we will all be located on “B” dock – come and join us!

Tuesday – departure time will be adjusted based on Lockwood Folly tides received for that day.
Enjoy and be safe, folks. Cruise Director … Ed
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NSSPS Civic Activities
On August 11, at the bequest of North Strand Parks and Recreation, a few North
Strand Sail & Power Squadron volunteers showed up at the North Strand Parks &
Recreation center “Back to School Bash” to make the event a smashing success!
We wish to thank those volunteers for their time and efforts to show our community
that we’re here to give a helping hand anywhere we can.

Our hard working concessionaires are
open for business.

Business was booming.

Keith and David working hard to keep
the kids safe in the balloon house.

Many smiles and full bellies make it all
worthwhile.
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Monthly Happy Hour With NSSPS
All NSSPS members and friends are encouraged to join us at our monthly Happy Hour get-togethers, generally held at 5:00 PM on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Check the current Waypoints or Scuttlebutt calendar for location. Always a fun time with fellow squadron members and a reasonably priced meal at many local
fine restaurants. Come join us!
Antonio’s, Cherry Grove

Oscar’s, North Myrtle Beach

Lunch Cruise At LuLu’s
Did you make the lunch cruise to the new LuLu’s restaurant at Barefoot Landing? If not, you missed a fun
time as you can see from the pics below. Hope to see you next time.
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NORTH STRAND SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
Upcoming Events
SEPTEMBER
1-3
5
5
6
8
15
19
19
19
22
29

Port City Marina Cruise — Wilmington, NC
Breakfast @ Mamma Jean’s — 7:30 AM @ Cherry Grove
Heritage Shores Nature Preserve Cleanup — 8:30 AM @ Cherry Grove
Executive Committee Meeting — 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Membership Meeting — 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Harvest Cruise — Bird Island
Breakfast @ Mamma Jean’s — 7:30 AM @ Cherry Grove
Heritage Shores Nature Preserve Cleanup — 8:30 AM @ Cherry Grove
Happy Hour @ LuLu’s — 5:30 PM @ Barefoot Landing, NMB
ABC Class — 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Summit Place Ice Cream Social Civic Activity — 2:00 to 3:30 PM

OCTOBER
6
11
13
13
17
17
18
19-21
23
25

Low Country Boil — time/location TBD
Executive Committee Meeting — 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Membership Meeting — 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Fall Festival Civic Activity — 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM @ North Strand Parks & Recreation Center
Heritage Shores Nature Preserve Cleanup — 8:30 AM @ Cherry Grove
Happy Hour @ Whiskey River — 5:30 PM @ 1409 US-17, NMB
Wacca Wache Cruise — Wacca Wache Marina
Georgetown Cruise — Dry Stack Marina
Dinner and Ghost Tour — 7:00 PM @ Brentwood, 4269 SR S-26-852, Little River
Game Night — 5:30 PM @ Faris’ Home, 1708 Crosswinds Ave., NMB

NOVEMBER
8
10
14
14

Executive Committee Meeting — 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
NSSPS Change of Watch — 5:30 PM @ Pine Lakes Country Club, MB
Heritage Shores Nature Preserve Cleanup — 8:30 AM @ Cherry Grove
Happy Hour @ McGillicuddy’s Family Tavern — 5:30 PM @ 1521 US-17, Little River

Editor’s Note: Some firms or companies offer discounts and others do not. While we cannot endorse any
product, service, or company, we do advise members to check first to ask if the vendor you patronize offers any
discounts for either a BoatUS membership or a United States Power Squadrons® membership. That includes
any marinas you may visit.
Disclaimer: Articles and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect any endorsement or policy from either United
States Power Squadrons® or North Strand Sail & Power Squadron unless so stated.

NO EMAIL? Copies of this newsletter are available at Myrtle Beach Yacht Club and Lightkeepers Marina.
COPYRIGHT© 2006 by United States Power Squadrons®. All registered trademarks of United States Power
Squadrons® depicted in this newsletter.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: All material considered for publication must be received no later than the 25th
of the prior month. Submissions may either be via email to Doug Thomas or by US mail at 4603 Lightkeepers
Way, Little River, SC 29566.

SQUADRON TELEPHONE NUMBER: Call 843-399-1342 to leave a short message.
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