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FROM THE COMMANDER’S HELM
I wish to thank all of you for the confidence in electing me Commander of North Strand Sail
and Power Squadron. I also wish to thank P/C Bonnie Kanoy for her service this past year
and that of her bridge. They have set a high bar for which to challenge me.
Thanks to the service of several of our members, especially Cathy Sabo, Marsha Lehman
and Kay Pope, for a beautiful Change of Watch. Also, a special thanks to James Tucker
and Roger Clark for helping to prepare and guide me through the ceremony. And of
course, thanks to the many others who contributed to a very successful Change of Watch.
We begin this squadron year on very strong footing. Our finances are sound. Our membership is strong. We
are expanding our education offerings this year under the very capable hands of Lt/C Frank Pope.
Within the next few days, we will be assisting North Strand Parks and Recreation with their Christmas Tree
decorating and participating in the North Myrtle Beach Christmas Parade. We will continue offering a full
slate of programs to you, our membership, in the coming year. I encourage you to take advantage of these
offerings to receive the maximum benefits from your membership in NSSPS.
Educational opportunities will be expanded this year. We will be holding three ABC classes, but also adding
more Advanced Grade, Electives and seminars this year. The key to providing all these classes is participation. I strongly encourage you to take advantage of these educational opportunities. Let’s not forget, USPS is
about boating education and safety. Plan on taking at least one class this year. And don’t forget, many insurance companies offer premium discounts based on how many Advanced Grade classes you complete.
Check with your agent to determine if your insurance company provides these discounts.
See you at the NSSPS Christmas Party on 8 Dec 2018 at the Elk’s Lodge! Merry Christmas!

Cdr Doug Thomas, SN
North Strand Sail & Power Squadron

United States Power Squadrons®
Come for the Boating Education …
Stay for the Friends℠

North Strand Sail & Power Squadron
2019 Executive Committee

Commander
Cdr Doug Thomas, SN
snazzyrags@gmail.com
843-685-3234

Secretary
Lt/C Wanda McMillan, P
anotherwanda@gmail.com
610-212-7584

Executive Officer
Lt/C Al Lehman, AP
alehman@atmc.net
717-816-0366

Past Commander
P/C Bonnie Kanoy, AP
bonnie@kanoy.com
910-639-4421

Administrative Officer
Lt/C Ellen Simpson, P
simpsone1@verizon.net
843-281-0624

Members-at-Large:
P/C Bob Candiano, AP
hrcane@sccoast.net
Lt Layne McMillan, P
lmcmillan569@gmail.com

Educational Officer
Lt/C Frank Pope, AP
franklpope@gmail.com
704-236-1075

P/Lt/C Terri Azar, P
terriazar@gmail.com
P/C Marc Theriault, AP
mjtheria@msn.com

Treasurer
Lt/C Jacob Kanoy, AP
jake@kanoy.com
910-639-2744

2

The XO’s Slip
Another year has gone by. The
Change of Watch passed the squadron to a new bridge. A new squadron year is already started. As your
new XO, I intend to task my office
with three areas this year.

Second is Vessel Safety Checks. Soon it will be time to
begin vessel safety checks for the 2018-2019 year.
Would you be interested in becoming an examiner? Some
of our long-time examiners have retired and their vacancies need to be filled. It’s easy to do. The course and test
are taken online. Once you have finished, you are mentored for your first five vessel safety checks by one of our
squadron’s current examiners. When you have completed
five mentored checks your status will be upgraded to examiner. From my experience, the spring brings a rush of
VSC requests so there is no shortage of boats to inspect.
I am also planning a VSC event similar to the one we held
last year. Details to follow. If you are interested in being
part of our VSC program, let me know at alehman@atmc.net or talk to me at any squadron function.

The first is Coop Charting. If you attended our Change of Watch you
heard our new District Commander, Jim Wilkins, describe
his vision for District 26 in the coming year. One of his top
priorities is Coop Charting. For those of you new to Coop
Charting, it is the process of verifying that the markers and
buoys that make up our boating areas are where they
should be and in good repair. It can be done by an individual or a group and the best part is that you get to take your
boat out to do it! In the past, this has been a complicated
and often unrewarded process. That has changed. A new
online forms reporting system has made reporting Coop
Charting results much easier. For those who would like a
land version, there is the Geodetic Marker program. I will
be working with our SEO and our new Coop Charting
Chairman, Layne McMillan, to set up a seminar to introduce our members to Coop Charting and the Geodetic
Marker program.

Last is Civic Activities. Our Civic Activities program is going strong with Christmas Parade and the C. B. Berry/
North Strand Parks and Rec tree decorating and lighting
ceremonies. We currently need a few more volunteers for
the tree decorating and lighting events. If you can help
please let me know via email at alehman@atmc.net or text
at 717-816-0366. The next couple weeks will be a very
busy time for civic activities and I’m confident our squadron members will rise to the challenge.

Lt/C Al Lehman, AP
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Diane DeCaria
David Field
John Gula
Ken Ducharme
Alan Lehman
Sophia Blanton
Roger Clark
Keith Moon
Jeff Pazona
David Canty
Randy Schuetz
Caroline Sever
Christine Prout
Gary Walston

5
9
9
10
14
16
16
19
19
21
23
24
28
29

Please let Wanda McMillan know if we’ve missed
your birthday, so we can update our records.
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From The AO’s Wheelhouse
Did you know that the AO is responsible for any activities that happen within
the squadron? The following committees are under the AO umbrella.
Membership – Kay Pope, chair, will be
assisted by Flo and Roger Clark, who
will help make new members feel welcome.
Member Involvement – Terri Azar, chair. We are working
to meet the needs of employed members by searching
for evening activities. We welcome suggestions.
Boating Activities – Cruise Director Ed Sabo and small
boat excursions organizer Marc Theriault handle these.
Social – Marcia Lehman, Kay Pope, and Cathy Sabo,
chairs. These are the gals who make the dinner meetings
happen.
Fundraising – Cathy Sabo, chair. This is a new committee. Talk to Cathy to join.
My goal is to have at least one member who is new to
our squadron on each committee. New members, step up
on your own, or say yes when a committee chair approaches you. We need you!
Keep your eye on the calendar for upcoming events.
There’s always something going on that you can be a
part of, and seasoned members know that attending

small events is the best way to get to know each other.
Here’s a quick preview of our next meetings. December
is our traditional pot luck with music for your enjoyment.
Belly up to the bar, cowpokes, for our January dinner catered by Mission Barbeque. Be searching for your best
baby picture to bring to February’s “Who Loves You,
Baby?” meeting. We’ll have fun using those photos for
games. The chili cook-off will be in March. There will be
some changes made to that contest, so keep your eyes
and ears open.
Dinner meetings are not the work of good fairies. They
happen because of the efforts of the social committee. I
am asking every member to consider being a social committee angel at least once this year. Social committee
angels will agree ahead of time to arrive by 4 pm or earlier to help the committee set up tables and chairs, bring
out serving pieces, put on the tablecloths, etc. Four to six
angels per meeting would be a tremendous help. Angel
requests will be made monthly when the meeting flyer
goes out. Thanks for being willing to lighten the load a bit
for our social committee and their spouses.
Lastly, please speak up. Your comments, ideas, and
feedback will help us make our squadron meetings and
activities enjoyable and meaningful. Happy holidays, everyone!

Lt/C Ellen Simpson, P

NORTH STRAND SQUADRON VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Call for your FREE Vessel Safety Check today (843.399.1342). All it costs is a few minutes of your time.
You’ll be glad you did and so will your crew and guests.
Check out http://www.usps.org/national/vsc/ to learn all about everything in the VSC program.
Maybe you’ll even be interested in becoming an examiner??

Lt/C Al Lehman, AP, Chairman
Bob Candiano

Bonnie Kanoy

Bob Mills

Roger Clark

Jake Kanoy

John Schwab

Eric Coates

Al Lehman

George Theriault

4

Marc Theriault

Educational Officer’s Briefing
I think each year seems to go by faster than the last and 2018 has been no exception. I learned so much from my first year as your SEO, things to do or not to
do and what works and what doesn't work. As we wrap up 2018, we are working
hard on getting 2019 off to a good start.
Starting the second week of January, we will be holding an Engine Maintenance
class. Every skipper needs to understand the fundamentals of gas and diesel engines to perform basic maintenance and diagnose problems under way. Learn
about transmissions, propellers, and steering. Get the knowledge you need to keep your boat in tiptop shape. What's included?


Basics of engine layout and operation for the gasoline inboards, outboards and diesels

 Basic mechanical systems such as drive systems (propellers), steering systems, and engine
controls


Repairs that do-it-yourselfers can perform



Diagnose problems that might be beyond your ability to fix

How to share information with your mechanic so the right repairs get performed
We will be holding our first of three ABC classes on Sat. Feb 23. ABC is the beginning of our education series and gives you the basic knowledge, rules and regulations required to operate a boat in
our ICW and near shore areas.
We also are planning Boat Handling (the old Seamanship), Navigation and Advance Navigation,
with Boat Handling starting in March or April. If there is anything else you would like offered, please
reach out to me and we will make sure we set up a class.

Lt/C Frank Pope, AP
Heritage Park Cleanup

Wilmington Cruise
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Winter Safety Message

Boating Education Never Ends
You say you want more boating education? Boy, do we have more boating education! Are you familiar with http://americasboatingchannel.com? This is a site of
comprehensive boating skills and education provided for boaters, by boaters. It is
part of the United States Power Squadron education program. It consists of videos and digital media touching on many boating topics. They cover such diverse
topics as selecting the proper life jacket for your crew to docking/undocking your boat.
Some of the major areas covered include Navigational Rules, Life Jackets, Boating Safety, Basic
Skills, PWC Ops, Accident Reporting and more topics coming in the spring of 2019. Under each of
these headings are more detailed videos about that topic. For example, under Basic Skills, topics
such as docking/undocking, anchoring, man overboard, mooring and shoreline docking, along with
many more.
These resources are great for filling in, in more detail, what you learned in the ABC course and, if
you took it, Seamanship. It’s also a great way to continue your boating education while waiting for
the next scheduled proctored class in NSSPS. More topics are added regularly, so check back often to see what’s new.

Cdr Doug Thomas, SN
News From National…
The United States Power Squadrons® are always adding to the benefits that being part of the organization
entitles you. Some recent additions include:
1. LTC Global is Long Term Care Insurance. As a USPS member, you can save more when you prepare for
the future. Learn how in a free educational webinar that can be found on the Membership Benefits Home
page on the National website.
2. Vistaprint offers an assortment of discounted business card templates for general members and Vessel
Examiners - easily edited and promotes "America's Boating Club®”.
More information and the full list of member benefits can be found on the Member Benefits Home page.

Editor’s
Note

THANK YOU to the many members who provide the terrific photos you see in our North Strand
Squadron publications. Your contributions are greatly appreciated!!
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NSSPS Civic Activities
On October 13, at the bequest of North Strand Parks and Recreation, a few North Strand Sail &
Power Squadron volunteers showed up at the North Strand Parks & Recreation center “Fall Fest” to
make the event a smashing success!
We wish to thank those volunteers for their time and efforts to show our community that we’re here
to give a helping hand anywhere we can.

Roger draws a crowd.

Caroline works the spinner.

Rosemary serves goodies.

Jane feeding the shark.

Ellen at the ring toss.

Mary works the kitchen.
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NSSPS Change of Watch
The 2018 Change of Watch was a smashing success. Everyone had a great time and great food.
Congratulations to all the award recipients and we wish the new bridge the best of luck in the upcoming year.
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NSSPS Change of Watch (cont.)
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NORTH STRAND SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
Upcoming Events
DECEMBER
1
1
4
4
5
6
6
6
8
12
13
17

Christmas Parade Boat Decorating — 1:00 PM @ Bill & Marcia Faris’ Home
Christmas Parade — 5:30 PM @ North Myrtle Beach
Christmas Tree Decorating — 10:00 AM @ C.B.Berry Community Center
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony — 6:00 PM @ C.B.Berry Community Center
Hot Jersey Nights — 5:00 PM @ Asher Theater, 3237 Waccamaw Blvd., Myrtle Beach
Christmas Tree Decorating — 10:00 AM @ NSP&R Rec Center, Hwy 57, Little River
Executive Committee Meeting—5:45 PM @ Little River Elk’s Lodge
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony — 6:00 PM @ NSP&R Rec Center, Hwy 57, Little River
NSSPS Annual Christmas Party — 5:00 PM @ Little River Elk’s Lodge
Ladies Christmas Lunch — 12:00 PM @ Clark’s Restaurant, Little River
Night of 1000 Candles — 4:00 PM @ Brookgreen Gardens, Murrells Inlet, SC
Cookie Exchange — 12:00 PM @ Jane Bonner’s Home

JANUARY
10
12
16
16

Executive Committee Meeting — 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Membership Meeting — 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Heritage Shores Nature Preserve Cleanup — 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove
Happy Hour — 5:30 PM @ Wild Wings, 4706 Hwy 17 S, North Myrtle Beach

FEBRUARY
7
9
20
20
21-24
23

Executive Committee Meeting — 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
NSSPS General Meeting — 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Heritage Shores Nature Preserve Cleanup — 8:30 AM @ Cherry Grove
Happy Hour — 5:30 PM @ TBD
USPS National Meeting — Orlando, FL
ABC Class — 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge

Editor’s Note: Some firms or companies offer discounts and others do not. While we cannot endorse any
product, service, or company, we do advise members to check first to ask if the vendor you patronize offers any
discounts for either a BoatUS membership or a United States Power Squadrons® membership. That includes
any marinas you may visit.
Disclaimer: Articles and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect any endorsement or policy from either United
States Power Squadrons® or North Strand Sail & Power Squadron unless so stated.

NO EMAIL? Copies of this newsletter are available at Myrtle Beach Yacht Club and Lightkeepers Marina.
COPYRIGHT© 2006 by United States Power Squadrons®. All registered trademarks of United States Power
Squadrons® depicted in this newsletter.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: All material considered for publication must be received no later than the 25th
of the prior month. Submissions may either be via email to Doug Thomas or by US mail at 4603 Lightkeepers
Way, Little River, SC 29566.

SQUADRON TELEPHONE NUMBER: Call 843-399-1342 to leave a short message.
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