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FROM THE COMMANDER’S HELM
“Time and tide wait for no man;” no truer words were ever spoken. This proverb dates back to about 1395 when
tides were pretty much the clock of the day. But the proverb still holds water (pun intended) even to this day.
It’s hard to believe my year as your commander is fast coming to an end. This will be my last Scuttlebutt article.
Your new commander and his/her bridge will be sworn in at Change of Watch on 8 Nov 19.
It’s been a great year for North Strand Sail and Power Squadron. We’ve had several fun cruises with still more
to come as Frank Pope has assumed the position of cruise director from Ed Sabo. Ed, we truly appreciate the
many cruises you’ve planned, organized and executed over the years. And we hope to see you at squadron events for many more
years to come.
Bonnie Williams has left the area and she, too, is sorely missed. Bonnie also planned and organized many of our social activities for
several years. She worked closely with Terri Azar, another hard working and very valuable asset to the squadron. However, even
Terri is looking for a replacement. If anyone thinks they might be interested in heading up our member involvement committee,
please contact Terri (843-734-0140 or terriazar@gmail.com) to learn what is involved in this very important position. I know she’d
love to hear from you.
If you’ve got a sharp eye, you may have noticed the change in the Scuttlebutt editor at the top of this page. Bill Duffy has graciously
agreed to take over as editor of the Scuttlebutt. I am very appreciative of his offer. I took over editor about a year ago from Barbara
Coates on a “temporary” basis. It was beginning to look like more than a temporary position. Then Rose and her husband, Bill, joined
the squadron and approached me, asking if there was something they could do to get involved. Well, I thought and thought about it
(probably about 30 seconds or less) and asked if they were computer literate. Bill replied in the affirmative and the rest is history. So,
I welcome Bill as the new Scuttlebutt editor and thank him for offering to take it over.
Frank, our SEO, will mention this in his article, but I want to emphasize that the fall ABC class has been rescheduled to 14 Sep 2019
from 21 Sep 2019. Ellen, our Admin Officer, sent out an email last week requesting food donations for the class. Please review that
list and let Ellen know if you can provide any of the items on that list. We want to present a good impression of the squadron at the
class, so please help us out to feed the students.
IMPORTANT NOTE! Merit mark hours are due October 1st, 2019. Please submit the hours you contributed towards furthering the
goals of NSSPS for consideration of your 2019 merit mark to Al Lehman, alehman@atmc.net or 717-816-0366. Please submit your
hours even if you don’t believe you need them. We need to maintain accurate records for historical purposes. Please do this as soon
as possible. For hours you work between when you submit these hours to the end of the year, we will make a supplemental submission. But we need your hours to date by October 1.

Cdr Doug Thomas, SN
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The XO’s Slip
This month I want to cover several topics.
The first is Coop Charting. Reiterating
Layne McMillan’s presentation at last
month’s member meeting, Coop Charting
is easy. Not only is it easy but you can
combine it with other cruise functions.
Going on a lunch cruise? Pick an ATON
that’s on the way from the Light List and
do a verification check. Headed outside?
There are many ATONs that can be verified up and down the ICW before you head out. Don’t have a
boat? No problem. Up to five persons can go on a boat to participate in a Coop Charting cruise. Each participant then gets
part of the credit for the cruise. Coop Charting cruise participants are also automatically designated for Merit Mark consideration.

squadrons are in the top twenty. It will not take many cruises to
move North Strand up there with the rest of the District 26 squadrons. If you would like to participate, get in touch with Layne or
myself.
Vessel Safety Checks have been coming along but we’re not
nearly close to last year‘s numbers yet. We have some opportunities coming up to do a large number of boats so, vessel examiners, be ready. As soon as we can work out a schedule, I will
be in touch.
Last I want to mention our upcoming Change of Watch. Again
this year we will be at Pine Lakes, but due to a scheduling conflict this year’s Change of Watch will be on Friday evening November 8th. This is a chance to socialize in a wonderful venue,
have a great meal, and get the low-down from district. For new
members this is a good way to meet your new bridge officers.
The Change of Watch Committee is busy nailing down the details
as I write this. Look to our September and October member
meetings for more information.

Right now North Strand currently ranks 25th nationally in Coop
Charting. Tybee Light is number five. Several other District 26

Lt/C Al Lehman, AP
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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Sharon Tucker

6

Cathy Hafner

6

Richard Norris

8

Cathy Love

10 John Fischer
10 Bill Duffy
11 Gail Farmer
18 Dan Hafner
19 Sandy Perry
20 LaJuana Lebschi
24 Gary Simmeth
25 Raymond Borup

Please let Wanda McMillan know if we’ve missed
your birthday, so we can update our records.

Happy Hour at Boardwalk Billys

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! We are very pleased to introduce the following new members to our club.
Mark & Cheryl Felice
Barry & Donna Lippincott
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From The AO’s Wheelhouse
Do you have September 14 circled
in red on your calendar? There are
two excellent reasons why that Saturday is important. First of all, it’s
the date of our fall ABC class.
Please consider coming out to mingle with the students. Lunch is usually around 11:30. Testing and
grading time, 4:00 to 5:00, is another good time to
chat with prospective members. We do still need
some food for the class. Please call or text me if you
can help. 201-674-3438
The second reason for the big red circle is that September 14 is our monthly membership meeting. If
you’ve been following the adventures of David
Canty and Kim Leverich, you may have noticed that
David has posted a few times on Facebook about
the problems created by plastic in our ocean waters.
At our meeting, we will be viewing a film on that
topic. It’s entitled “The Smog of the Sea.” This is an
event you will not want to miss. I think it will be as
fascinating as Anna Holmes’ lighthouse presentation. You’ll leave with information, resources to explore further, and a new perspective on plastic. I

encourage you to bring guests.
Tuesday, September 17, is the first meeting of our
new book club. We’re reading In the Heart of the
Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick. It was also made into a
movie produced by Ron Howard. The novel Moby
Dick was based on this true story. Start reading,
and watch for upcoming an email reminder.
You may have noticed that I’ve been on my soapbox about getting to know new members. When I
served as membership chair, it was easy to learn
people’s names and something about them. It’s
harder to do that now. We’re always happy to welcome new members. Some want to tap the vast
amount of boating experience our club members
provide; others add their own expertise to ours. New
members bring fresh ideas, perspectives, and energy. They also provide us with a set of challenges:
to put their faces and names together, converse
with them, invite them to smaller club gatherings,
and to help them see themselves as essential to
America’s Boating Club of North Strand. I believe
that our greatest strength is the people who comprise our club. Let’s all rise to the challenge of building strong connections with each other.

Lt/C Ellen Simpson, P

NORTH STRAND SQUADRON VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Call for your FREE Vessel Safety Check today (843.399.1342). All it costs is a few minutes of your time.
You’ll be glad you did and so will your crew and guests.
Check out https://usps.org/national/vsc to learn all about everything in the VSC program.
Maybe you’ll even be interested in becoming an examiner??

Lt/C Al Lehman, AP, Chairman
Roger Clark

Jake Kanoy

Tony Lenzo

Eric Coates

Tom Knight

Bob Mills

Dan Hafner

Al Lehman

Frank Pope

Bonnie Kanoy

Marcia Lehman

John Schwab
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George Theriault

Educational Officer’s Briefing
Seems like just last week when I wrote that “The year continues to fly by. It is
hard to believe we are only a couple of days from September. School will start
back, vacationers will go back and trips to local places will take a lot less time.”
Well guess what…we are in the last month of the 3rd quarter, August is gone,
school is back and the area has started to settle down a little.
In August we presented certificates to a graduating Piloting class and an Offshore Navigation class. We also started a Marine Electronics class which will
wrap up in early September.
Last month I asked that if anyone was interested in having an AP class to let me know and I would
put something on the calendar for September to be completed in early November. No one has contacted me so if you are interested, let me know. We also announced a possible upcoming BOC
class with Long Bay and no one has expressed any interest. It is not too late, so contact me if you
would like to participate.
Our 3rd ABC class is September 14 which is the same day as the meeting. Come early and meet the
ABC students and help grade papers. This is a great time to meet new prospective members. Personal contact and time goes a long way in getting them to join and become new members.
As usual, let me know if you are interested in some other education and if there is interest, we can
get it on the calendar. As the summer starts to wind down, this would be a great time to take a few
classes.

Lt/C Frank Pope, AP

Announcing the District 26 Fall Conference and Change of Watch
The Fall Conference and COW for District 26 will be hosted by Tybee Light Sail & Power Squadron
18-20 October 2019. Go to the D26 website to check out their PPT presentation, a super overview
of what's in store. There is a detailed look at all activities and the hotel. Take some time and complete your Interactive Registration Form. Not only is Tybee a beautiful area, this is a great opportunity to meet our incoming Bridge officers and listen to what they have to say for the year ahead.
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Fall Safety Message

Anchoring With Windlass
I was talking to Chris in the squadron and he just had a windlass installed on his boat. I told him
all the problems I had with my Lewmar Pro Fish 1000, getting used to operating it properly and
anchoring offshore while fishing. It’s not as easy as pushing the down button and setting the anchor on the first try.
There is some prep work involved before we anchor. Usually the boat manufacturer provides the
correct anchor weight. My 24 foot boat has a 13 lb anchor. From 25 to 40 foot boats, a 22 lb anchor should be sufficient. But always check, because the weight of the boat may require a heavier anchor. It’s always safer to have more
anchor than less, especially if you are going to anchor offshore in 100 plus feet of water. Manufacturers always say
their anchor type is the best - Lewmar delta, claw, mantus, fortress, fluke, grapnel, danforth and others. The truth is
they all work; the catch is the length of chain used with the anchor. A rule of thumb is to use the length of chain equal
to your boat's length at a minimum. I double that. It works. Heavy boats have all chain rode.
The windlass manufacturer will provide the correct diameter line to be used. My Lewmar came with 9/16, which is expensive, and my anchor locker couldn't hold more than 175 feet plus chain and function properly without kinking. After
losing a few anchors, I switched to 1/2 inch line. This functioned and increased my rode to 200 feet. Windlasses are
not drum winches, and the line kinks and jams every time I let line in or out. This is a two person operation, one up
front making sure the line doesn't jam and the other manning the switch. If you have windlass controls in the bow, they
can be operated by one person, but who drives the boat?
Scope is defined as a ratio of the length of an anchor rode from the bit to the anchor shackle and the depth of the water under the bow of the boat measured from deck height. Simply put, if you anchor in 30 feet of water, you need to let
out at least 90 feet of line. Always use more depending on sea conditions, up to 10 : 1 in heavy seas. The weight of
the chain will allow the anchor to lie as flat as possible to grab the bottom. Always go into the wind or current when
anchoring. Usually it’s the same, but not always. Sea conditions change. You have to determine where you are going
to anchor. See how the current is affecting the boat. Drop anchor at a point of the scope, drift to your anchor spot, and
set the anchor. The internet provides detailed descriptions. Once anchored, tie the rode off to a cleat. Never let the
windlass hold the anchor. If you do, you will damage or break the compound gear in the windlass. I know; I broke it.
With a windlass, hit the up switch and hopefully the anchor will retrieve. When operating the windlass, make sure the
engines are running and producing amps. Never run the windlass without having your engine running. In the event
your anchor is stuck on the bottom, an anchor ball will solve the problem. The internet and YouTube have many videos on the use of the anchor ball. If you still can't get the anchor up with the anchor ball, cut the line. Believe me, anchor rode, chain, and anchor are cheaper than repairing the windlass. Guess what? On my new boat, I didn't install a
windlass. I use a straight setup and an anchor ball to retrieve. Easier and cheaper.
Next time,

Lt. Jeff Pazona

Editor’s
Note

THANK YOU to the many members who provide the terrific photos you see in our North Strand Squadron publications.
Your contributions are greatly appreciated!!
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Rank & Name:

North Strand Sail & Power Squadron’s Change of Watch
DINNER RESERVATIONS
(indicate Choice)

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

$40 per person

Filet (WD--M--MR--R) or Flounder
Filet (WD--M--MR--R) or Flounder
Filet (WD--M--MR--R) or Flounder
Filet (WD--M--MR--R) or Flounder

Amount enclosed $_________
Reservations required by October 31, 2019
(Make Checks payable to NSSPS)
(Problem signing up, call Jim 910-575-2906)
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NORTH STRAND SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
Upcoming Events

SEPTEMBER
4
5
6-8
14
17
18
18
14

Heritage Shores Park Cleanup - 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove
Executive Committee Meeting - 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Georgetown Cruise
NSSPS General Meeting - 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Sail Away Book Club @ Marelda Hart’s Home
Heritage Shores Park Cleanup - 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove
Happy Hour - Nick’s New York Pub & Grill @ 5:00 PM
ABC Class - 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM @ Elks Lodge, Little River

OCTOBER
10
12
16

Executive Committee Meeting - 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
NSSPS General Meeting - 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Heritage Shores Park Cleanup - 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove

NOVEMBER
7
9
14

Executive Committee Meeting - 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
NSSPS General Meeting - 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Heritage Shores Park Cleanup - 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove

These dates may change over time and additional events added. Please see the online Squadron calendar for all current events.

Editor’s Note: Some firms or companies offer discounts and others do not. While we cannot endorse any
product, service, or company, we do advise members to check first to ask if the vendor you patronize offers any
discounts for either a BoatUS membership or a United States Power Squadrons® membership. That includes
any marinas you may visit.
Disclaimer: Articles and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect any endorsement or policy from either United
States Power Squadrons® or North Strand Sail & Power Squadron unless so stated.

NO EMAIL? Copies of this newsletter are available at Myrtle Beach Yacht Club and Lightkeepers Marina.
COPYRIGHT© 2006 by United States Power Squadrons®. All registered trademarks of United States Power
Squadrons® depicted in this newsletter.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: All material considered for publication must be received no later than the 25th
of the prior month. Submissions may either be via email to Bill Duffy or by US mail at 4603 Lightkeepers Way,
Little River, SC 29566.

SQUADRON TELEPHONE NUMBER: Call 843-399-1342 to leave a short message.
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