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FROM THE COMMANDER’S HELM
Well, here we are at the start of a new watch year again. Pine Lakes golf club provided a great
venue and outstanding food for our event. I hope you all agree, as I have my own and my table’s experience to go on. But I did not hear any complaints.
Our District Commander gave a resounding and inspiring speech and the level of recognition
of the club’s success and the individual efforts required to have such a great year. Doug Thomas and his bridge inspired the club to great heights and we were all recognized for it.
Outstanding member of the year was very difficult this year because we just could not limit it
to one person. Kay Pope and Marcia Lehman have done so much to move the club forward and always had
the members in mind at all times. We were pleased to be able to recognize them both for their outstanding efforts and accomplishments.
But now it’s time to look forward to the new year and all of the challenges it will bring in growing, motivating, and educating our members in safe boating, community service and fellowship. We have a great bridge
that is eager to get started putting club activities, cruises, and educational opportunities together for all of our
existing members and potential new ones.
Please remember that the bridge needs help doing all of this. There are a number of vacant chairmanships and
committee slots that are looking for volunteers. It’s not hard work when we get all the slots filled. It’s much
harder if only a few have to take it all on alone. And remember, it’s all about you. If you’re not involved, you
will eventually drop out. So please join in, take part, get involved so we can make sure we are doing what you
want from the club.
Please see the email blasts about the Christmas tree lighting at the Youth Center on rte 57 on the 5th of December and the Christmas parade on December 7th. We need volunteers for both activities, and we are also
looking for candy to toss at the parade.
Well, that’s all for now.
Clear skies and safe boating.

Cdr Marc Theriault, AP
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The XO’s Slip
Thank you to everyone who attended our
Change of Watch and to those who couldn’t
attend but were there in spirit. The new watch
year promises to be an exciting one.

As you know, we are limiting our time at the Elks lodge to our
ten dinner meetings. The Housing Committee will be seeking
spaces for classes. The North Strand Rec Center is one possible
class location. Please help us show our gratitude and commitment to their programs by volunteering in full force whenever
they ask for our help. We have a small number of volunteers for
the decorating and tree lighting at the center on December 5.
Please join us that morning and/or evening.

As your XO, I ask you to take a few minutes
right now to examine your views of the community service leg of our organization’s three-legged stool. In
what kinds of activities do you think we should be involved?
Should we look for more short term activities like helping at
events at the North Strand Rec Center, or should we try to add
another long term commitment like the Heritage Shores clean
up? Are we doing enough, or should we do more? Do you have
any projects in mind that you’d like us to support? Most importantly, what kind of commitment are you willing to make to the
civic activities our club undertakes? Would you be more inclined to volunteer if the project involved working at home or
gathering at someone’s house?

For more information about the decorating and tree lighting or to
share any of your thoughts about community service, please call
or text my cell 201-674-3438, or email me at simpsone1@verizon.net.
I hope your holiday season is rich with the joys of families and
friends.

Lt/C Ellen Simpson, P

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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Diane DeCaria

9

David Field

10 Kenneth Ducharme
14 Al Lehman
16 Sophia Blanton
16 Roger Clark
19 Keith Moon
19 Jeff Pazona
21 David Canty
23 Randy Schuetz
24 Caroline Sever
29 Gary Walton

Please let Wanda McMillan know if we’ve missed your birthday, so we can update our records.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! We are very pleased to introduce the following new members to our club.
John Smith & Kathy Franklin
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From The AO’s Wheelhouse
We’re looking forward to a great
2020 and hope you are too! All
of the committees, including
Membership involvement and Social, are working hard to put together a year filled with opportunities for us to get together to
learn, to serve, and to socialize – the three purposes of America’s Boating Club. And you,
lucky member, have a chance to be a part of all
three.
The Social Committee has many exciting
monthly meetings planned for the second Saturday of every month kicking off at 5 PM at the
Elks Club in Little River. January will be catered by Olive Garden; February will offer a
Valentine’s Day dinner supplied by Pizelli’s;
and March will be corned beef and cabbage to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. The programs
planned for the year include presentations by the
Coast Guard, the Department of Natural Re-

sources, Horry County Rescue, Tow Boat, the
GPS Store, Horry County Parks and Recreation,
Freedom Boat Club, and more. You won’t want
to miss a single meeting!
As mentioned before, we all joined America’s
Boating Club North Strand for three reasons:
Education, Fellowship, and Service. We’ve
done really well with the first two, but we could
be more active in the area of service. When
you’re asked to volunteer or when you see a
chance to serve, please step up to do so. It’s not
just part of your commitment to the squadron;
it’s also an opportunity to be part of something
greater than ourselves. With over 130 members,
we have the chance to positively impact our
community for years to come. Remember,
“Many hands make light work.”

Lt/C Chris Noonan

NORTH STRAND SQUADRON VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Call for your FREE Vessel Safety Check today (843.399.1342). All it costs is a few minutes of your time.
You’ll be glad you did and so will your crew and guests.
Check out https://usps.org/national/vsc to learn all about everything in the VSC program.
Maybe you’ll even be interested in becoming an examiner??

Lt/C Al Lehman, AP, Chairman
Roger Clark

Jake Kanoy

Tony Lenzo

Eric Coates

Tom Knight

Bob Mills

Dan Hafner

Al Lehman

Frank Pope

Bonnie Kanoy

Marcia Lehman

John Schwab

4

George Theriault

Educational Officer’s Briefing
It is hard to believe the year is almost gone and I am beginning my 3rd year as
SEO. It is truly an honor that you have the faith in me to once again allow me this
duty. This year we were able to offer a class for every grade up to JN along with
several other classes, such as Engine Maintenance & Marine Electrical Systems.
It makes me proud to know our members want to be safer boaters and understand that education and experience are the key to achieving that goal. We also
have an awesome set of instructors that are willing to give their time and effort in
making these classes happen.
I am proud to have John Cattuna join our education department as the Assistant SEO. John has an
amazing amount of boating experience and served as our Offshore Navigation (JN) instructor this
year. With John’s help, I know this year will be bigger and better than last year. If there is a desire
from our members, we will try to figure out a way to make any class or seminar happen in 2020 that
you want to take. Just reach out to either myself or John and we will make it happen.
Happy Holidays, Safe boating and I hope to see you at the Christmas party in a few weeks.

Lt/C Frank Pope, AP

Fun at 2019 Change of Watch
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Winter Safety Message

PFDs and Boat Shoes
Life preservers are always a part of boating safety. Today there are so many types of life preservers or should I say PFD's, personal flotation devices, that charts are developed to help you
chose which PFD is best suited for your boating adventures. What I am going to share is my experiences with or without a PFD.
My first experience was at Candlewood Lake in Connecticut over the winter in 1960's. A fairly
deep lake at 90 feet, it would freeze every year and we would ice skate on it. One year, a young
man was pulling his parents on a sled with his snow mobile out a half mile in the deepest part of the lake. The
ice cracked, they were lost and weren't found until spring. Would a PFD have made a difference? You tell me.
Since I fish 80 miles out, I demand that everyone on my boat wear a PFD outside of the jetties. No PFD, no fishing,
end of story. I have extra PFDs for those who come aboard my boat without their own. If they are regulars on my boat,
I insist they buy their own. I suggest getting the best PFD you can buy that provides maximum safety. Any brand that
has a minimum of 33 lbs. of buoyancy will work, preferably a self inflating PFD. The 24 lbs. will do, but the 33 lb.
plus supports your head upright and stays inflated longer. Is your life worth the extra few dollars? Now, my two fishing
friends have their own PFDs and they are glad they bought them.
I fell in twice, once with a PFD and once without, both times working on my boat. The first time with no PFD, putting
my bow cover on, I slipped between the dock and the boat, ripping my bicep muscle, cracking ribs, and getting
knocked unconscious for 10 seconds. I was lucky, it was low tide. I yelled for help and Beth Schwab heard me and
helped me get out of the water. Surgery on my arm repairing the tendons and 4 months recovery changed my mind. I
always wear a PFD.
The next time I was flushing my engines on my new catamaran wearing my PFD in low tide and slipped again off the
stern. The PFD inflated immediately, turned me upright and I tasted the nasty dock water. I put down the rear ladder
and climbed aboard full of mud and no injuries. I always wear my PFD.
Why did I slip both times? You tell me. I was wearing boat shoes, but the shoes I wore I used on land and they were
worn slick with no tractions or grooves. Off to the internet for xtra tuff 6 inch non-slide fishing boots. I always wear
them when working on the boat or fishing. Those same two old guys who I fish with and have new PFDs also recently
fell on my boat. One with sneakers, the other with 20 year old boat shoes the he couldn't part with. One banged his
head and leg pretty good, the other almost broke his hip. Off we went to Gordon's Net Works on Bricklanding Road off
179 in OIB to get boots. Grunen makes a great boot for $65. He bought them and recently used them on an inshore
fishing trip which we caught 14 sea trout. No falls and a happy camper.
I'm discussing safety while fishing, but it applies to cruising as well. Using the correct PFD, shoes, and knowing where
all the safety equipment is on your vessel for both you and your guests should be on the top of your list when leaving
the dock. Safety comes through repetition and practice.
Next time, Jeff.

Lt. Jeff Pazona

Editor’s
note

THANK YOU to the many members who provide the terrific photos you see in our North Strand Squadron publications.
Your contributions are greatly appreciated!!
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Editor’s Note: The following article was submitted by Charlie Schuler describing an interesting cruise that he and Marianne
took this past summer. I’m sure you’ll find it interesting and entertaining. If any of you have had like cruises that would interest
your fellow boaters, please submit them to me for publication in future editions of the Scuttlebutt. –Bill Duffy.

THE SCHOONER, AMERICAN EAGLE
The 93’ Schooner, AMERICAN EAGLE was built in Gloucester, Massachusetts in 1930 as a fishing
vessel. She was refitted in 1984 and launched in 1986 as a Windjammer. She sailed in the
100th anniversary of the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. This was special for us because we
were there along with 60,000 other boats. Ours was a 34’O’Day sloop with our family of 11 aboard
for three days and three nights.
Marianne and I, along with her brother and our son and his wife, had the opportunity to spend four
days and nights aboard this beautiful vessel. Marianne kept asking what was the agenda. And I
told her it depended on the way the wind blew.
We boarded the American Eagle Sunday after 6 p.m. and slept on board. Bunk beds and the cabin
had a sink, mirror and a 12 volt car type connection to charge your phone. We were given a tour of
the vessel including the safety features. They pointed out the location of two heads and single
shower on board.
We awoke to a fantastic sunshine filled day and the smell of fresh coffee and honey buns. All meals
were served on deck and the weather cooperated wonderfully. If there was inclement weather, we
would all have to gather in the galley. This would be cramped because we had a full ship of 26 passengers and six crew. By the way, the galley used a real wood burning stove. Cozy and authentic.
We set sail in the morning from our dock in Rockland, Maine and sailed through the harbor and out
into the open waters. It was heavenly. The captain got the passengers involved with raising all four
sails and properly storing the lines. We carried a sailing dory and a long boat as our dingy. As we
sailed, they served up a beautiful and delicious lunch. We sailed well into the afternoon and I couldn’t help but notice the crew periodically wetting down a box FULL of live lobsters.
Sure enough, we reached a remote island with a typical Maine beach and the captain lowered one
of his huge anchors with all chain rode. They pulled their longboat alongside, and asked for six
oarsmen. I was among the first and Marianne was the first of three “supervisors”. They had a crew
member with an oar to help with the steering. Remember, six inexperienced rowers. We made our
way to the beach where they had brought a big pot and plenty of wood. It didn’t take them long to
get the fire going and the water boiling. In the meantime they made two more dingy trips to get the
rest of passengers and crew.
(cont. next page)

7

THE SCHOONER, AMERICAN EAGLE (CONTINUED)
Can you imagine 77 pounds of lobster prepared for you? It was the perfect way and place to eat
lobster. And they had all the fixings, like corn on the cob and dessert. The little bit of leftover would
show up in tomorrow’s lunch salad.
The night sky was magnificent without the city lights. But the moon was waxing and would be full in
three days.
The next day was similar, without the lobsters, but they launched a sailing dingy. This was a three
passenger gaff rigged lap strake dory. Marianne and I got in for a sail, but the wind had its own way
and died on us. We still had a ball.
The next day brought us to a new harbor and a new adventure. After anchoring among other boats,
a green hull gaffed rig Maine sloop was pointed out. They told us that she was 110 years old. Hard
to believe, but we had anchored off the Wooden Boat School and the Magazine Wooden
Boat location. All were looking forward to rowing ashore in the morning and taking a tour.
The other thing we have always loved about Maine is that the people you meet are different than our
normal circle. They come from everywhere, and may have made names for themselves in politics,
government, education or writing. They love the outdoors and are strong environmentalists. When
you are together for four days on a 93’ schooner you get to know a lot of interesting folks.
We are sailors and we loved our time sailing and working together to move a 43 ton vessel with two
massive wooden masts, bigger than telephone poles and four sails through the water to our
goal. The night sky with the full moon was a perfect setting. And the food was first
class. FANTASTIC time.
P/C Charlie Schuler, SN and Lt. Marianne Schuler, AP

Awards Presented at 2019 Change of Watch
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More Fun at 2019 Change of Watch

Hope to See Y’All Next Year!
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NORTH STRAND SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
Upcoming Events

DECEMBER
5
5
7
7
10
12
14
18

Christmas Tree Decorating - 9:00 AM @ North Strand Parks & Rec, Hwy 57, Little River
Christmas Tree Lighting - 6:00 PM @ North Strand Parks & Rec, Hwy 57, Little River
Boat Decorating - 1:00 PM @ Jake & Bonnie Kanoy’s, 1310 Seabrook Plantation Way, NMB
Christmas Parade - 5:30 PM @ NMB
Ladies Christmas Luncheon - 12:00 PM @ Clark’s Restaurant, Little River
Executive Committee Meeting - 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
NSSPS Annual Christmas Party Dinner - 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Heritage Shores Park Cleanup - 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove

JANUARY
9
11
15

Executive Committee Meeting - 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
NSSPS General Meeting - 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Heritage Shores Park Cleanup - 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove

FEBRUARY
6
8
19

Executive Committee Meeting - 5:45 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
NSSPS General Meeting - 5:00 PM @ Little River Elks Lodge
Heritage Shores Park Cleanup - 4:00 PM @ Cherry Grove

These dates may change over time and additional events added. Please see the online Squadron calendar for all current events.

Editor’s Note: Some firms or companies offer discounts and others do not. While we cannot endorse any
product, service, or company, we do advise members to check first to ask if the vendor you patronize offers any
discounts for either a BoatUS membership or a United States Power Squadrons® membership. That includes
any marinas you may visit.
Disclaimer: Articles and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect any endorsement or policy from either United
States Power Squadrons® or North Strand Sail & Power Squadron unless so stated.

NO EMAIL? Copies of this newsletter are available at Myrtle Beach Yacht Club and Lightkeepers Marina.
COPYRIGHT© 2006 by United States Power Squadrons®. All registered trademarks of United States Power
Squadrons® depicted in this newsletter.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: All material considered for publication must be received no later than the 25th
of the prior month. Submissions may either be via email to Bill Duffy or by US mail at 4603 Lightkeepers Way,
Little River, SC 29566.

SQUADRON TELEPHONE NUMBER: Call 843-399-1342 to leave a short message.
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