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Spring Brings New Leadership 

What a beautiful day in Ohio.  Just last week 

we were on the beach in Florida walking 

through white sand but today we have an 

opportunity to walk through white snow …at 

least it will be white for awhile! The seasonal changes are 

gorgeous but I really appreciated the temperature range better in 

the south. Keep the faith. We know that spring will be here soon 

and with spring will come our Annual Meeting. This is the time 

when we review last year and look to new leadership and events 

for 2018-2019. Please be sure to review your Slate of Candidates 

for Nomination that are included in this Yachtsman before our 

meeting. We are trying something different this year. Since the 

facility at the Lexington Senior Center accommodates our needs 

so well, we are fortunate to be able to host the Annual Meeting at 

this venue. We will combine our Executive/Membership Meeting 

that would normally be on 13 March with our Annual Meeting.  

Consequently, no Executive/Membership meeting will be held on 

13 March at the Red Cross Building. Instead, please plan to 

attend Mansfield Power Squadron’s Annual Meeting on Saturday, 

17 March. Yes, it’s Saint Patrick’s Day so wear your green if 

you’d like to feel seasonally festive. The evening will begin at 

1700 with our Membership/Executive Meeting which should be 

short. A potluck dinner will follow with the meat entrée provided.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Mansfield Yachtsman is published  
every other month.  

The editor reserves the right to edit any 
articles submitted for size, clarity, 
spelling and grammar. The editor also 
reserves the right to omit any submitted 
article due to space limitations.  

Please submit articles either as a Word 
document or in the body of an E-mail. 

Send your articles and pictures to Irene 
Rodriguez at rrodrigues001@neo.rr.com 

Deadline for the  May/June issue  is 

April 15 
Website: http://www.usps.org/mansfield 

Please bring your own table service and a side dish 

or/dessert to share as well as your own beverages.  

Coffee and tea will also be provided. When you call 

to confirm your attendance by 10 March to Dan 

Fortman at 419 347 6260 or email at 

dfortman@eaglecrusher.com, please let him know 

what side dish or dessert you will be bringing so that 

we can round out our choices. After our dinner and 

cleanup, we will have the Annual Meeting. This will 

begin after 1830. The center will be open for us to 

continue the night for anyone interested.  

As we begin to navigate our new USPS website, 

Dan and I were discussing the list of classes that we 

had taken and were not in agreement as to when we 

took them so we went to www.beyondboating.org 

and logged in under the member login. We then 

proceeded through the following steps and we 

arrived at our 

full certificate 

information and 

the dates 

associated with 

each class. If you 

are interested in 

reviewing your 

classes/seminars, 

you can do so 

by: 

Log on to www.beyondboating.org 

Click on member’s login 

Put in your certificate number and your 

password/pin 

Click on log in and the member profile page 

will come up 

Click on the Site Index and scroll down to 

Information Center 

Click on the blue symbol with three lines on 

the top of the right side of the page 

Click on My Training History 

You can either print your certificates for your 

single class completion or you can print an 

(Continued from page 1) entire certificate showing all classes that 

you have completed. Either way, you may 

be surprised at all the options that are 

available while you are on the Site Index.  

It’s very helpful.  

Our Applebees Classroom Fundraiser for March is 

scheduled for Thursday, March 29. Unfortunately, we 

were not able to schedule a fundraiser for February 

but I hope that the weather in March will be much 

better. The hours for the fundraiser are from 11:00 

am to 9:00pm and you will need to bring one of the 

Applebees forms to give to your server prior to 

ordering. Dan and I will plan to arrive around 5:00 

for dinner and I will request that we are able to seat 

our members in the back area if you are interested in 

joining us for this event. Remember that 15% of our 

total receipt goes into the fund to offset theClassroom 

rent for next year. Your support is appreciated.  

As I compose my last article as Commander of 
Mansfield Power Squadron, I would like to thank 
each of you for your help as we journeyed together 
over the last two years to rendezvous, dinners, game 
nights, conferences, and meetings. It has been an 
experience that I will remember for many years as 
one that taught me to ask for help when needed 
because active MPS members have met the request. 
Have an enjoyable boating season and stay safe on or 
off the water!      

mailto:dfortman@eaglecrusher.com
http://www.beyondboating.org
http://www.beyondboating.org
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Movie/Game Night at 
Fortman Home 
Please join us on Saturday, 
February 24 for our Annual 
Game Night. This year we will begin with dinner of 
soup, sandwich and salad at 5:00. Bring an appetizer 
or dessert to share and your choice of beverage. After 
dinner we will assemble for a showing of the “what 
Not to do on your boat” movie- CAPTAIN RON 
starring Kurt Russell and Martin Short. This is not a 
new release but one that continues to bring laughter 
to those that know better. If you are not a movie 
enthusiast, cards and board games will be available 
too.     
 
Annual Meeting 
Mansfield Power Squadron’s Annual Meeting 2018 
will take place at the Lexington Senior Center on 
Saturday, March 17.  A shor t Executive/
Membership Meeting will begin at 1700 followed by 
a potluck dinner. 
 
Your meat entrée and coffee/tea will be provided.  
Your responsibility is to bring a side dish or dessert 
to share as well as your table service.   
 
Call (419 347 6260) or email 
(dfortman@eaglecrusher.com) by March 10 to 
confirm your attendance. If you could please let me 
know what you will be bringing, it would also be 
helpful.  
 
D/7 Change of Watch 
Cleveland here we come!  On April 6-8, Berea 
Power Squadron will host the last individually hosted 
squadron meeting for Change of Watch for D/7.  
Beginning this fall, there will be a joint committee 
from all of D/7 that will host this bi-annual meeting.  
It should be an outstanding event because they are 
planning relevant options for our meetings on 
Saturday and they already have a band that plays in 
the Cleveland area in line for Friday evening at the 
Icebreaker. Check out the information and 
registration contained in this Yachtsman for more 
details but make your hotel reservations soon so that 
you can receive the discounted rate.     
 
Change of Watch for Mansfield   
The Cabin Restaurant will host our Change of Watch 
on Saturday, April 21 in their  newly renovated 
patio room that overlooks their lake/deck.  Social 

Administrative 
Officer 

    P/C Dan Fortman, JN 

hour will begin at 1800 with dinner and installation of 
officers to follow.    
 
The meal options will include:   
Appetizers:  Stuffed mushrooms with spinach and 
artichokes, bacon wrapped water chestnuts  and fresh 
vegetable platter. 
Salad: Spinach salad with hot bacon dressing 
Entrée choices:  
 Prime Rib (10oz) with baked potato and asparagus 
OR 
    Chicken Au Gratin (boneless chicken breast stuffed 
with black forest ham and Swiss cheese- topped with 
Mornay sauce) with wild rice blend and vegetable  
 medley. 
Dessert: Assorted pies  
Coffee and Tea included.  
 
Total cost for the Change of Watch meal is $26 with 
gratuity. Due to the nature of this event, please prepay 
by sending your check to Dan Fortman, 19 East 
Gaylord Ave. Shelby,Ohio 44875 by April 10. Identify 
your choice of entrée on your check. (Prime Rib or 
Chicken Au Gratin) 
 
Education Awards in May 
Let’s plan our first nautical outing for the year at 
Charles Mill Marina on Thursday, May 10 where we 
can welcome our students that have successfully 
completed their ABC classes and are ready for a new 
challenge on the water. More information will be 
coming in your future Yachtsman. 

From the Safety Officer 

P/C Daniel Fortman, JN 

DOCKING IN STYLE 

Anyone that has tried to dock a boat has felt it. It’s that 
white knuckle fear that comes over the a skipper the 
first time he or she approaches a dock. The unfortunate 
thing about docking in crowded marinas is probably 
less a matter of the embarrassment of hitting some one 
else’s boat, but that there are usually so many people 
around to see you do it! We’ve all screwed up one time 
or another, so we know how embarrassing it is to be 
standing there, half panic-stricken at the controls of our 
boat (which is out of control) while half a dozen of 
your so called best friends are all standing there trying 
to suppress a smirk --- or, better yet, scrambling to 
protect their boats from impending disaster.   

(Continued on page 4) 
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The first thing to understand about docking 
situations is the need to stay calm and never engage 
in hasty control actions. That happens because 
basically you don’t know what to do, but you feel 
that you have to do something. Many people are too 
cautious, and try to maneuver the boat so slowly that 
the wind or current catches the boat and they lose 
control anyway. Others move too fast, applying one 
over-reaction against another. Be aware that the only 
way you can learn to maintain precise control, 
without over or under reacting, is by learning to 
develop absolute control of your boat. As you may 
have already guessed, the only way to do that is by 
taking the time to learn and practice. Far too many 
boaters just won’t bother, and that is why marinas on 
Saturday afternoon can be very entertaining just 
watching people inexpertly trying to dock their 
boats. 

 Like flying an airplane, expert boat handling 
takes both knowledge and some practice. The 
problem is that most newcomers to boating (this 
means someone who’s been driving boats for 5 years 
or less) don’t use their boats often enough to get the 
practice they need. The best way to resolve this is to 
just take one day, maybe only 3 to 4 hours, for a 
dedicated practice session. Be aware that no one 
learns much in a panic situation. You will learn the 
most when the pressure is off. Most people have 
never done this, and you will be amazed at how 
much your boat handling will improve by taking the 
time to practice. In fact, the chances are good that 
once you have experienced this success, you will be 
motivated to keep on practicing. 

Most likely you occasionally lose control of your 
boat because you don’t know how to handle it under 
all conditions and circumstances. I’m talking here 
about close quarters maneuvering such as in 
docking, waiting for bridges to lift and in narrow 
channels, things like that. So let’s start with two 
important facts: (1) any boat controlled by an engine 
is capable of control and, (2) all adverse conditions, 
like wind and current, can be turned to your 
advantage. It will be your challenge as a boat 
operator to be aware of these conditions and how 
your boat responds to the controls that you place on 
it.  Obviously, if you are operating a twin screw 
boat, your have even more control.  

My challenge to you this Spring is this:  if you are a 
novice boater, take a day to practice.  Go somewhere 
out away from other boats and traffic, pick a spot on 
the water and try to maneuver your boat around it.  
Spend time to see how your boat backs and turns and 
how quickly you can stop. If you are a veteran pilot, 

(Continued from page 3) spend the time that you need to dust off the rust and 
get the old boating feel back. If you do this, those 
guys on the dock waiting to help you will not be 
looking so smug, and if you are like me, this should 
bring a smile to your face. 

We are All Teachers 

This title was borrowed from my 
daughter's webpage 
(skysinger.com).  Judy, a free-
lance author and publisher, is 
deeply involved with something 
called "Interpretive Writing."  The 
informational placards in 
museums, the paragraphs that 
entice you into a special display, 
the brochures that explain and expand knowledge are 
all examples of Interpretive Writing. 
They tell a story.  Through stories, we teach and we 
learn. 
 
The concept of exchanging information through stories 
stuck in my mind as the Education Department worked 
through the official tasks of recertifying instructors and 
second-guessing class scheduling.  I was reminded of 
the many opportunities our squadron offers for boater 
education. Yes, we offer formal classes and seminars 
where ever and when ever requested.  You know the 
list: Advanced Grades, electives like Engine 
Maintenance, Weather, and Cruise Planning.  Just as 
important and just as enjoyable (or maybe more 
so!) are the informal settings:  game night at Fortman's, 
summer rendezvous, after-class hang-outs, monthly 
meetings, and yes, even the Boner Award.  We sit 
around swapping stories, exchanging ideas, telling 
tales, and enjoying conversation with friends. 
 
Never 
underestimate the 
power of a good 
story.  We are all 
teachers and 
learners.  Join us. 

From the Education Officer  
Lt/C Shirley Fort, SN 
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Event Schedule  
 Mansfield Power Squadron  

2018 
 
 
 25 Feb  Annual Game Night;       Fortman’s Home 
 29 Mar  Fundraiser Dinner for Classroom Fund; Applebee’s Restaurant  
 17 Mar  Annual Meeting;        Lexington Senior Center 
 10 April  Membership/Executive Meeting;   Mansfield Red Cross Building at 1930 
TBD   Fundraiser Dinner for Classroom Fund; Applebee’s Restaurant  
 21April  Annual Change of Watch     The Cabin Restaurant 

Mansfield Power Squadron 
Nominations for Bridge Year 2018-2019 

 
BRIDGE: 
 
Commander:       P/D/C Mike Siwek, SN 
Executive Officer:   P/C Dan Fortman, JN 
Administrative Officer: P/C Lynn Fortman, JN 
Education Officer:   Lt/C Shirley Fort, SN 
Secretary:      P/C Dennis Figley, SN 
Treasurer:      Lt/C Georgiann Mathews, P 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
 
Auditing:  P/Lt/C  Bob Pompei, P    Chairman 
     P/Lt/C  Jim Jackson, SN     Denise Tenison, JN 
 
 
Rules:   P/C John Fort, SN    Chairman 
     P/R/C Tom Etzwiler SN     P/C  Bob Campbell, SN 
 
 
Nominating: P/C Terry Sapyta, P  Chairman 
     P/C  Dan Fortman, JN     P/D/C  Garry Schroeder, SN 
 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  
The committee consists of the Bridge, the immediate past commander and the 
following members: 
 
     P/R/C Tom Etzwiler, SN     P/D/C Russ Niebel, SN 
     P/C Robert Mathews, JN    P/Lt/C Wayne Hammond, SN 
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Water Wanderings 

Iceland Revisited, by P/C Dennis Figley, SN  

Chapter Two 

(Continued from the last issue of the 
Yachtsman) 

     After the museum visit and getting 

settled into our nice hotel, Judy and I 

were free to do what we wanted for the 

rest of the day.  We strolled downtown to 

the local natural history museum and 

aquarium.  They had many mounted fish, 

sea creatures and birds both local and not 

so local.  In addition there were about a 

dozen tanks containing living sea crea-

tures and fish.  However, the highlight of 

the visit was a live puffin named Toti that has been a resident at the museum for 

six years.  He was very tame and also very cute.  I was pleased that Judy didn’t 

have to hang off a cliff to view a puffin for her bird log.  They had three or four 

puffins there at the time.  The young birds are generally rescued by the children of 

Heimaey.  The aim is to get them over their stress and release them to the wild 

when ready.  However, some of the birds like Toti have problems that will pre-

vent them from ever being released to the wild.  Puffins may be the national bird 

of Iceland but that does not prevent them from appearing on the menu either 

smoked or boiled. 

After the natural history museum, Judy and I took a walk along the waterfront 

where we saw the fish handling area and the impressive boats that form the fish-

ing fleet from Heimaey.  We also took the path created on the 1973 lava flow.  It 

was hard for us to imagine that there were four hundred homes buried under our feet. 

For dinner, Judy and I chose a family run restaurant in the downtown area.  

This dinner was not included in our tour.  Most dinners were included but this 

one, since we tourists had the afternoon off, was not as it would be like herding 

cats to get everybody that was scattered everywhere back to one restaurant.  We 

had a nice bowl of lobster soup with bread and butter and beer.  (Judy, even 

though she doesn’t normally drink beer, took a liking to the Viking beer.  I 

liked the glasses it came in with a stylized Viking ship on it.  I was unable to 

purchase any of these glasses but found out that the Minnesota Vikings have 

pretty nice glasses as well. They have the Minnesota Viking head on it instead 

of the ship.)  The lobster soup was outstanding.  I have never been disappointed 

with Icelandic seafood meals.  After dinner, Judy and I retired to our nice, 

clean, comfortable European simple hotel room. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Until the middle of the twentieth century, Icelanders were pretty much a peasant society living middle-ages 

lives.  After World War II, the island experienced a boom and became a modern society.  The Naval Air Station 

and NATO base at Keflavik where I was stationed had between four thousand and five thousand people on it.  

There were around nine-hundred Icelanders employed on the base which was a huge economic benefit to the 

region.  Icelanders have a good economy except for the nose dive in 2008.  They enjoy a high standard of living. 

We were up a 6:00 am for a 7:00 am breakfast and an 8:00 am departure.  We had a nice “free” breakfast 

buffet with nearly everything that you would want on it. Everything that is, except pickled herring or salmon 

gravlax.  Imagine being in one Iceland’s largest fishing ports and not having these items on the table.  What 

would the Vikings think about that? 

It was a bit foggy with some light rain.  The plan was to take the tour bus up to a high cliff on Vestmann Is-

land to see if we could spot some nesting puffins.  We did see nesting puffins from inside a wooden blind.  We 

had a much better view of Toti.    

We then drove down to a small stave church near 

the waterfront.  The stave church was a gift from the 

country of Norway in the year 2000 to commemo-

rate the adoption of the Christianity by the Iceland-

ers in the year 1000. A stave church is a form of ar-

chitecture using post and lintel construction and is 

mostly found in Norway as well as some other Scan-

dinavian countries. 

At 11:00 am we loaded on the ferry for the trip back to the mainland.  The trip was less boisterous than the 

trip out.  We still took some pretty good rolls though.  The two people that got sick on the way out weren’t as 

bad off on this trip.   

Our first stop on the south shore was Thorvaldseyri Farm.  This was a farm that was inundated by an erup-

tion in 2010. The volcano is under a glacier so there was glacial flooding as 

well.  The owners have since dug themselves out of the mess, cleaned up and 

continued farming. The volcano was the famous Eyjafjallajokull volcano.  It 

shut down aircraft flights in parts of Europe for several days at the time of this 

eruption.   We viewed a twenty minute video made during the eruption and 

cleanup. 

We stopped at the Seljalandsfoss waterfall which is forty-five feet wide and 

two-hundred feet high.  It is interesting in that the mist from the waterfall pro-

duces a vivid single or double rainbow on days when the sun is shining. Beauti-

ful. This waterfall is again one that tumbles over the cliffs that were formed by 

the old coastline. 

The group stopped for lunch at the Skogar folk museum.  This museum has 

about 15,000 artifacts depicting Icelandic life, agriculture, clothing, tools, fish-

ing and transportation.  The museum is both indoors and outdoors.  One man 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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by the name of Thordur Tomasson born 

it 1925 collected the artifacts and creat-

ed the museum.  He started this project 

when fourteen years of age.  Thordur is 

now 92 years of age, still in good 

health and still collecting. 

We pulled into the town of Vik 

around 5:00 pm and checked into the 

hotel for two nights.  We were to do an out trip the next day and return to the hotel in the afternoon/evening for 

the second night.  Our included dinner consisted of delicious roast lamb, buttery mashed potatoes, steamed veg-

gies and an assortment of desserts.  The meal started with a creamy soup flavored with angelica.  Angelica is a 

member of the carrot family that grows in northern temperate and artic climes.  It is used as a medicinal as well 

as a flavoring resembling somewhat celery.  It is the flavoring in the liqueur called Chartreuse, and is sometimes 

used in gin.  The stalks are sometimes candied. 

Wednesday morning found Judy and me sleeping in until 6:30 am as we didn’t have to pack up our stuff 

since we were returning to the hotel that evening.  We were to leave for the day’s activities at 8:30 am.  Break-

fast consisted of omelets, pickled herring, salmon lox, muesli (Swiss cereal) with dried fruits, sausages and skyr 

(skyr is an Icelandic yogurt brought from Norway over a thousand years ago.  It is slightly sweeter than yogurt 

and one of the biotics used in its production is streptococcus.)  

When we left the hotel, the weather was low clouds and light drizzle not at all uncommon for Iceland.  It 

adds to its mystery.  We headed east from Vik on Highway #1. Our goal was the glacial pool Jokullsarlon where 

we would have a boat tour among the icebergs.  But first, we stopped at Diamond Beach.  Diamond Beach is a 

black volcanic sand beach where ice shards and icebergs are stranded as they come down a river from the glaci-

er.  They are broken up by the ocean waves and appear like diamonds on the beach.  After a brief visit here we 

headed on to the glacial pool.   

The glacial pool is formed by a retreating 

glacial tongue of Europe’s largest glacier 

Vatnanjokull.  The pool ranges from 700 

to 900 feet deep making it Iceland’s 

deepest lake.  The pool is chock full of 

large icebergs calving off the glacier.  

There are also seals swimming amongst 

the ice. While we were waiting for our 

boat tour, a heard of reindeer happened 

by grazing on the vegetation.  We were 

lucky to see them as it is unusual for 

reindeer to be this far south.  Reindeer are an introduced species from Europe.  At the time of the settlement of 

Iceland, the only mammal on the island was the artic fox.   

Our tour of the lagoon was aboard an old US Army LACR 5 amphibious vehicle. The 5 in its designation 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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means that it is able to transport five tons.  The 

old Cummins diesel seemed to still be running 

fine.  These units were built from the late 1950’s 

until 1968.   This vehicle could have been practi-

cally brand new when I was here in 1970.  The 

LARC 5 was used in the war in Viet Nam.    

 

After the amphib tour, we stopped at another basic truck 

stop/tourist bus stop and had lunch.  They had a nice menu 

from burgers to braised lamb shank to grilled Arctic char (a 

type of salmonid fish).  Knowing that we would have a big 

dinner back at our hotel in the evening, Judy and I chose to 

have a small salad from the salad bar.  I’m glad we did that.   

After lunch, we stopped at Vatnajokull 

National Park.  I viewed a nice video in the 

reception center while the more energetic 

Judy took a hike on the path that leads back 

to an outlet of the glacier.  She took pictures 

of the unique flora and fauna along the path. 

I 

learned from the video that under the glacier Vatnajokull lies a volca-

no called Bardarbunga.  This volcano erupts about every fifty years.  

8500 year ago in the Holocene period, this volcano spewed forth 25 

cubic kilometers (15.6 cubic miles) of lava making it the largest 

known eruption ever.    More recently, it erupted in 1910 and again in 

2014. 

We returned to the hotel in Vik, too late for happy hour. Darn.  We 

each had a nice refreshing Viking beer anyway.  For dinner, we had 

grilled char with caper sauce, sautéed veggies, and buttery mashed 

potatoes.  This was proceeded by a nice bowl of homemade mush-

room soup.  For dessert there was skyr with vanilla bean or blue ber-

ries or rhubarb sauce. 

We retired for the night at 10:00pm with it being still pretty light out as we approach Iceland’s longest day 

on June 21st.   It doesn’t get dark at all at that time of year.  Tomorrow (Thursday) would be our last day of the 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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tour before flying home from Reykjavik on Friday.  

We left the hotel at 8:00 am after another nice breakfast smorgasbord.  The bus headed west on Highway #1 

covering some of the same ground we’d been over two days before.  After a while we turned off the main road 

and headed north-west along the “Golden Circle” tour route.  This route takes you to Geysir, Gull Foss and 

Thingvellir three very popular tourist attractions.  These are all an easy drive from Reykjavik.   

We first arrived at a geothermal 

area that contains The Great Geysir 

and another nearby fountain named 

Strokkur.  The Great Geysir gives the 

name to all other spouting hot springs 

including our Old Faithful.  In 1970 

when I was here, The Great Geysir 

was pretty active.  Now it is mostly 

dormant. However at this same site 

about fifty meters away is Strokkur 

which is still very active. It sends a 

burst of scalding hot water about 100 feet high every ten minutes or so. Earthquakes have much to do with the 

activity or inactivity of these phenomena. 

After a short drive over much farmland, we arrived at the famous waterfalls named Gull Foss or Golden Wa-

terfalls.  This is one of the largest waterfalls in Europe by volume although there are several in Iceland that are 

higher as well as on the continent.  Gull Foss’s total drop is 32 meters (105 feet) in two tiers.  It produces a lot of 

mist.   

In the early part of the twentieth-

century, there were a couple of at-

tempts to turn Gull Foss into a hydroe-

lectric project which would have de-

stroyed the falls.  The daughter of the 

owner of the falls walked barefooted to 

Reykjavik 125 kilometers away.  She 

went to protest the development of the 

falls.  Of course, they had very poor 

roads if they existed at all and by the time she arrived in the capital her feet were 

pretty bloodied up.  The hydroelectric project didn’t happen and the woman may 

have been Iceland’s first environmental activist. 

From Gull Foss we made our way to Thingvellir.  This is the site of world’s oldest 

parliament called the Althing.  Icelandic chieftains started meeting at Thingvallir in 

930 AD. The annual meetings continued until 1800 when the parliament was sus-

pended.  In 1844, the parliament was reestablished.  The Althing was moved to Rey-

kjavik after a 45 year hiatus.  The parliament now meets in the Althingihus a build-

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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ing built in 1881 of Icelandic stone.  The Althing was the source of laws and courts for the settlers of Iceland.  

Iceland was delving into representative republicanism while the rest of Europe was involved with feudalism. 

Another thing of great interest to me at Thingvellir is that the Mid-Atlantic Ridge is very visible here.  The 

Eurasian tectonic plate is on one side of the ridge and the North American plate is on the other side.  The respec-

tive continents float around the face of the Earth on the backs of these plates.  This is what is called continental 

drift.  Of course, when I was at Thingvellir in 1970 I knew nothing of continental drift and seafloor spreading as 

most people didn’t, although scientist and mariners started developing this theory centuries ago.  The theory re-

ally gained momentum in the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s with the advent of more sophisticated electronic instruments.  

I became aware of the theory when I took geology at the Ohio State University.  I also remember reading about 

the theory in the pages of National Geographic magazine and perhaps Look and Life magazines.   

I regret not having a grounding in geology and history the first time I was in Iceland.  It would have made 

my time there so much more interesting. 

Judy and I returned to the Natura-Icelandair hotel for dinner.  We also had some preparations to make in way 

of packing and transportation to the international airport in Keflavik the nest morning. 

After an uneventful flight from Keflavik to New York City, we made our connection with an American Air-

lines flight to Columbus, Ohio.  It turned out to be one of those “flights from Hell” that you hear about on TV 

from time to time.   Fortunately, there were no terrorists or crazy people involved.  We boarded the plane and sat 

there at the terminal for four hours.  It was 82 degrees outside and I would guess well over 100 degrees on the 

inside of that plane.  No A/C and no water.  At one point we taxied out to the runway and waited for quite some 

time for our turn to take off.  When that time came, we taxied back to the terminal and were told that something 

was wrong with the plane and it would be fixed by maintenance personnel. We never saw anybody come to fix 

the plane.  Then we were told that we would be flown to Pittsburgh instead of Columbus I think because of thun-

derstorms in Columbus.  We didn’t go to Pittsburgh fortunately and finally arrived in Columbus four or five 

hours late.  Our daughter had her own problems getting to Columbus to pick us up so she was about as late as we 

were.  I remember flying being better back in the sixties. 

A little more background:  When I left Iceland in October of 1970, I didn’t care if I ever went back 

there.  The reason for these feelings were the restrictions on my coming and going at the base.  To leave the base 

just to go to Reykjavik or even down the hill to Keflavik a request for permission had to be submitted three or 

four days in advance.  You could be scrutinized and searched by Icelandic police at the gates of the base when 

you returned.  There was always a policeman on duty with a US Marine at the gate.  If you were downtown Rey-

kjavik at night, you’d better be checked into a hotel before midnight and be in that hotel. There was a Navy chief 

petty officer assigned to enforce these rules downtown.  All this was much different than my experience at the 

base in Greece.  

The reason for these policies was a secret agreement between the government of Iceland and the US that 

non-whites would not be on the bases.  This agreement started in 1951 and lasted until 1959.  Also Icelandic 

men weren’t keen on having “rich” US military personnel floating around the countryside chasing Icelandic 

women.  There was also resentment of the US’s involvement in the Viet Nam war in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  

Further, the base at Keflavik made Iceland a potential nuclear target.         

  

(Continued from page 10) 
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Rodney and Paula Allen 

Bethany Biddle 

Milo and Kim Breitinger 

Robert Campbell 

Dan and Lynn Fortman 

Daniel Fugazzi- Hylant Insurance  

Bob and Georgi Mathews 

Mark Pettitt- Preferred Services 

Rudy and Phyllis Weiss 

Cloyd and Mary Ann McNaull 

Mike and Kim Siwek 

Tom and Ruth Etzwiler 

Richard Peoples 

Richard and Iris Reddy  

Jim Crawfis  

Charlie and Amy Tarbert 

Dennis and Judy Figley.   

Linda and Raphael Belliard 

YACHTSMAN BOOSTERS 

Donations List Growing      A heartfelt thank you is going 

out today to the following individuals who have contributed 

to MPS through their generous monetary donations in the 

past. 

The Yachtsman is our  main means of communication 

with all members.  Please consider becoming a booster for 

ten or twenty dollars a year.  Send your contribution to: P/R/

C Thomas Etzwiler, SN ; 2581 Millsboro Rd. E. Mansfield, 

Ohio  44903-8784    

Breakfast in Cuba  

A sad day in Panama 
City Beach after the 

hurricane  

Our Sebastian Power 
Squadron friends going 
off to plant mangroves  

Low tide at the beach  

Taking sights for "N" in Florida  

Winter in Florida With Fortmans 
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2018 SPRING CONFERENCE HOSTED BY BEREA SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
“Celebrating our Past and Propelling D7 into the Future” 

 
Registration for D7 Spring Conference – 6, 7, 8 April 2018 – Crowne Plaza Hotel & Resort, Independence, Ohio 
 
Rank/Name _______________________Grade_____ Guest _______________________Grade ______ 
 
Address __________________________________City ___________________State ______Zip __________ 
 
Squadron __________________Phone ________________Email __________________________________ 

     Is this your first conference?      Yes         No  
  
Event            Number Attending        Cost      Total       
 
Friday Night Party    
    Includes Buffet and Entertainment       _________         $10.00  _________ 
 
Saturday Lunch Selections  

Roast Beef Bistro           ________        $22.00  _________ 
Shaved Roast Beef with Bistro Sauce on Marble Rye bread with Lettuce, Tomato and Baby Swiss Cheese, 
Amish Potato Salad, fresh fruit and homemade cookies.     

 

Grilled Veggie Wrap          ________         $22.00   ________ 
Fresh Zucchini, Yellow Squash, Sweep Peppers & Red Onions with melted Mozzarella Cheese and Honey 
Mustard Dressing in a Grilled Spinach Tortilla, Amish Potato Salad, fresh fruit and homemade cookies.    

  
Chicken Salad Croissant       _________         $22.00   ________ 

Chicken Salad made with Walnuts and Apples on a Jumbo Croissant, Amish Potato Salad, fresh fruit and 
homemade cookies.    

 

Saturday Dinner Selections    
Sliced Bistro Tender         ________         $45.00    ________ 

Tender Roast Beef topped with Burgundy Demi-Glace, whipped potatoes, house salad, rolls, 
vegetable, and Strawberry Cheesecake or Chocolate Mousse for dessert. 

 
Raspberry Stuffed Chicken       ________          $42.00   ________ 

Almond Encrusted Chicken Breast stuffed with Fresh Raspberries and brie cheese, whipped 
potatoes, house salad, rolls, vegetables and Strawberry Cheesecake or Chocolate Mousse for dessert.   

 
Vegetable Puff Pastry            ________               $42.00   ________ 

Grilled and Roasted vegetables in a cream sauce topped with a puff pastry, whipped potatoes, house salad, rolls, 
vegetables and Strawberry Cheesecake or Chocolate Mousse for dessert.    

 
Registration fee*                   ________            $10.00   ________ 
*(Required for each person attending one day or weekend) 

 
               Total Enclosed            $________  

REGISTRATION DETAILS 

Make checks payable to Berea Sail & Power Squadron and mail with this form by March 20, 2018 to:  

Commander Kathleen Barber, AP, 439 Cranston Drive, Berea, OH  44017. 

Questions to P/C Larry Spraggins, AP at 330-467-1323 or 330-840-4450 or Biglar43@aol.com  

Hotel:   Crowne Plaza Hotel & Resort, 5300 Rockside Road (I-77 & Rockside Road), Independence Ohio.   

Rooms:  Deadline for reservations is March 20, 2018 to get the Conference Room rate.  Call 1-866-840-0582 

and give them the group code: USP      Rooms are $92.00 / plus tax.  

Hospitality Room:   To reserve a Hospitality Room, please contact Larry Spraggins.   Rooms are $75/night.   

mailto:Biglar43@aol.com
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Mansfield Power Squadron 

Mansfield Yachtsman 

C/O  P/C Dennis Figley, SN 

50850 State Route 545 

Ashland, OH 44303-1354 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 


