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Welcome to Boating Season 

Welcome to boating season 2018- weather 

update on April 15.   Dan and I just returned 

from checking on the house at Lake Erie and 

the lake was ANGRY!  Bayshore Road was 

closed past Marblehead Lighthouse and there were numerous 

areas along the drive that had docks underwater, including the 

houses along Edison Bridge in Bay View.  It appeared that 

everyone was safe because there were road blocks and emergency 

personnel out and about, but it’s the first time that I had 

experienced to this extent, the effect of constant rain and wind on 

the people and property living by the lake.   Mother Nature has a 

temper! 

Which brings me to the real reason for this article and that is to 

share with you the information which I took from the District 7 

Conference which was held in Independence April 4-6. First, we 

have a new D/7 Bridge, and Commander, James Holcepl, SN, who 

will be our installing officer on April 21 for Mansfield’s 65th 

Change of Watch.  Next, we were introduced to the function of the 

Coast Guard Auxiliary that helps to provide support to the Coast 

Guard.  Since the members of the Coast Guard cannot be 

everywhere, we are encouraged to provide assistance where 

possible.  In 2016, the most recent data available, the U.S. Coast 

Guard counted 4,463 accidents that involved 701 deaths, 2903 
(Continued on page 2) 
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injuries and approximately $49 million dollars of 

damage to property as a result of recreational 

boating accidents. Unfortunately, these numbers had 

increased from 2015 data.  Where the cause of death 

was known, 80% of fatal boating accident victims 

drowned and of those victims, 83% were not 

wearing a life jacket.  Staggering statistic about the 

importance of life jackets. In conjunction with the 

work of the Coast Guard and Homeland Security, it 

is important that if you “see something, say 

something.”  This program is called American 

Waterways Watch.  You may see a poster at your 

marina that has an eagle with a flag background and 

Waterway Watch on it.  Included will also be an 

important number (877-24 Watch) to call if you see 

something.  All calls are vetted through the National 

Response Center at that number.  With over 12,000 

miles of USA coastline it is important for you to 

make a call if someone should ask, ”Where is the 

best fishing spot near a military base” or you 

observe a boat, without navigation lights, under a 

bridge.  So if you see something suspicious, call and 

let the Coast Guard/ law enforcement figure it out 

through the extra layer of support from United States 

Power Squadron members who have a sense for 

what is normal on the water and what may be a 

threat to our safety. Last, the Jump Start program is 

gaining momentum.  If you are a new boater or a 

boater who would like to learn more about the 

fundamentals of boating, please contact SEO, 

Shirley Fort, SN.    

I have recently received confirmation from 

Applebees that our next Dining to Donate event at 

Applebees on Lexington-Springmill Road (across 

from Lowes) will be held from 11:00 am to 9:00 pm 

on Thursday, May 17.  Remember to bring your 

Dining to Donate flier and give it to your server 

when you order.  We earn 15% of the total sale on 

take- out orders or eat in orders and the money 

earned is earmarked to offset the cost of our 

classroom rent. 

(Continued from page 1) Lastly, I want to congratulate our new Commander 

Mike Siwek, SN.  You may know Commander Siwek 

as your piloting instructor or maybe he’s reviewed 

your boat during a vessel safety check at a local 

marina.  Either way, he’s a man of integrity that has 

committed himself to helping keep our waterways 

safe through his many efforts both in the classroom 

and by doing Vessel Safety Checks.  Contact him if 

you have questions about Mansfield Power Squadron; 

we are “America’s Boating Club.”    

THE POWER OF ONE 

If everyone recruited just ONE person each year we 

would double in size in about a year.   

Sounds so simple but, it is difficult because many 

of us don’t like to ASK someone to join us (it is 

selling).  The worst they can do is say no.  ASK a 

friend.  ASK the person whose VSC you did.  ASK 

the person who wonders about the insignia on your 

shirt or cap.  ASK the person who took a class or 

seminar.  Just ASK someone! 

R/C Robert Howd  JN-CN 

Membership Committee 
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Commander’s Report 

The Education Department of USPS been actively 

making improvements in their approach to education.  

One example is how they redefined a program that 

began many years ago as one to one support for 

beginning boaters that involved experienced power 

squadron members helping new boaters understand 

the dynamics of boating while on the water and in 

the classroom of the real world.   All training is done 

on the new boater’s boat with support from an 

experienced power squadron member. Insurance is 

provided by USPS.  This redeveloped program is 

called Jump Start.  A seminar explaining the details 

of Jump Start is being presented at our upcoming D/7 

Conference in April.  Another area of change was in 

the presentation of materials through the Video 

Library.  All squadron members can access this 

informative tool by going to the national website and 

reviewing the options. Everything from trailering to 

docking are included.  Lastly, they have opted to 

provide our Seamanship classes as independent 

seminars that members can take individually.  As a 

novice boater with no previous time on the water, I 

was glad to have all the information that Seamanship 

provided to me in one class.  However, since many 

are now taking their courses on line and feel 

competent about handling what could be a deadly 

weapon, it’s important that we try to continue to 

provide instruction that will meet the needs of our 

changing demographics in such a way that they will 

be encouraged to take seminars in Seamanship with 

the idea that this level of learning may excite them to 

desire more education in the future.     

Based upon the national surveys that were completed 

last year, the USPS is reviewing ways in which 

squadrons that were once very viable and active can 

remain in the USPS organization while they work to 

increase new membership and retain current 

members.  This concept is currently being evaluated 

by the Rules Committee of USPS. 

Mansfield Power Squadron 

Annual Meeting Reports  -  7 March 2018 

Our national organization was also looking at ways to 

provided recognition of those members that had 

received over 30 Merit Marks and their possible 

inclusion on the National Governing Board. More 

discussion is also continuing in this area. 

D/7 held their district meeting in Pittsburgh last fall.  

Our final meeting being hosted by only one squadron, 

Berea, will take place this April, 2018. 

Over the last year, the district has reviewed ways to 

improve their meetings.  Speakers have been brought 

in from the federal government as well as through the 

local Coast Guard station to explain the changes that 

are occurring due to homeland security 

implementation and the issues relevant to the need for 

increased signage for paddle boaters using rivers with 

dams or spillways. Unfortunately, these improvement 

were closely correlated with increased paddle board/

jet ski activity and resulting deaths on some of our 

rivers.  

Another district improvement will take place at our 

Fall, 2018 Conference which will be held in 

Independence. As so many of you know, it takes a 

large number of interested and committed people to 

organize a conference for 200 people.  The Fall 2018  

Conference will be the first that will include members 

from all D/7 squadrons working on each of the 

committees needed to organize such a meeting. 

Mansfield is represented on this team and we hope 

that the first attempt sets a positive bar for future 

meetings.  

Mansfield received the D/7 Outstanding Publication 

Award for The Yachtsman. 

Mansfield received Second Place from D/7 for 

students taking Advanced Grades. 

MPS was represented at the USS COD Ceremony on 

Memorial Day by P/D/C Mike Siwek, SN. 

As you know, we have been unable to conduct a large 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Executive Officer’s Report 

The Executive branch had a fairly active season this 

past year. We began early  by manning the booth at 

the Pleasant Hill  Festival. We had boating 

information to pass out, and also informed people of 

ourclasses we provide as well as safe boating 

information.  P/D/C Mike Siwek also provided free 

boat inspections. We had several interested people, 

but not many new  students from our efforts.  

P/C Dan Fortman continued to provide us with safety 

information for the Yachtsman, giving manygood 

safety tips to make our boating safer and more 

enjoyable. During the summer season, wehad a group 

of 6 members headed up by our Cooperative charting 

Chairman P/Lt/C Jim Jackson and wife Bobbi, that 

toured the area of the Ashland County Airport and 

nearby Nankin, to verify several bench marks. We 

were successful in those ventures, and got credit for 

all but one. Maybe we can pick up more next year. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your Executive 

(Continued on page 5) 

scale fundraiser due to the extensive number of 

participants required to help cook, clean, organize, 

and carry heavy pans of food.  This year, we 

developed a partnership with Applebees in 

Mansfield to help offset some of the cost of our 

classroom fees at the Red Cross Building. We have 

continued to receive generous donations from our 

members as well as from requests by MPS to the 

business contacts of our membership.  

P/C Terry Sapyta, P reported on the Ohio License 

Plate Program.  Although Terry and other members 

of MPS worked diligently on this program to get it 

initiated, it has not been embraced by the Ohio 

membership of the power squadron to the extent that 

was expected. 

We held a “pass the hat collection” for the Red 

Cross to support the families affected by the 

hurricanes in the US and Puerto Rico. 

After attending some of the local City Council 

Meetings to explain the Safe Boating Campaign, 

three of our local cities, Mansfield, Shelby and 

Ashland, each provided us with a certificate 

endorsing the campaign.   

Past National Education Officer Bob Brandenstein 

and our current D/7 Cdr.  Jane Brandenstein, made a 

trip from their home in Pittsburgh to celebrate the 

MPS membership awards and our Veteran’s Day 

Salute. The Brandensteins, along with P/D/C Russ 

Neibel, presented his former student P/R/C Tom 

Etzwiler, with his 50 year Membership Award.  The 

Brandensteins presented the 25 year Membership 

award to Mike McDaniel, and active supporters, 

Mavis and Wayne Hammond.   

Although a Safe Boating Week Display was planned 

for the Red Cross Window, an untimely accident 

broke the window and it didn’t happen this year. 

Mansfield Power Squadron members were at the 

Richland County Fairgrounds for the Health and 

Safety Expo where they disseminated information 

and answered questions from interested participants.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Members also participated in the Pleasant Hill 

Fishing Festival with a booth while P/D/C Mike 

Siwek, SN conducted Vessel Safety Checks at the 

Marina.  

This was our first year for a Geodetic Marker Search 

and Jim and Bobbye Jackson did a fabulous job 

getting us organized to locate markers in fields or 

along cemeteries or vacant school lots and airports.  

Extremely organized and ready to go with many more 

options for next year.  

I’d like to thank our Membership.  You have all 

answered the call- literally- when the phone rang and 

I needed to ask for your help, or your skills that I 

didn’t possess or your representation at squadron 

functions when Dan and I weren’t available.  As your 

current Secretary Pro Tem, Tom Etzwiler, has said to 

me many times, “it’s a volunteer organization.”  

Thank you for volunteering! 

Respectfully submitted, Cdr. Lynn Fortman, JN 
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Administrative Officer’s Report 

The Mansfield Power Squadron has completed 

another successful year. The objective of this 

department was to promote activities that were 

accessible to the bulk of our members and to include 

participation with interesting and varied activities.  

We were pleased with the involvement of our 

members with the events that were offered.  In date 

order, here is a summary of the activities which were 

held this year: 

March 11 was the Annual Meeting at Oak Park 

Tavern 

April 29 was the Change of Watch at the Cabin 

Restaurant 

May 11 was the Education Awards Covered Dish at 

Charles Mill Marina 

May 29  was the USS COD Ceremony which was 

attended by Mike Siwek 

June 2-4 was the Huron Boat Basin Rendezvous 

which was cancelled for boating due to poor 

weather.  However, we were able to have our social 

hour on the dock and then we gathered for a dinner 

at the restaurant on the basin with familiar members 

past and present.   

June 10 we provided literature to people attending 

the Pleasant Hill Fishing Festival while Mike Siwek 

did VSC at the marina. 

July 22 we had an afternoon of exploration of the 

Marblehead Peninsula where we gathered at the Red 

Fern Winery in the afternoon to enjoy the local 

entertainment and later in the evening more 
(Continued on page 6) 

SEO’s Report  

The Education leg of the Power Squadron triangle 

demonstrated a very slight growth this year.  In 

Advanced Grades Division, AP and JN students 

finished their courses.  Four JN’s   are currently 

enrolled in Navigation and plan to complete 

requirements within the next few months. In Elective 

Courses seven students completed Sail.  ABC classes 

for the public were scheduled for fall and winter 

terms at Pioneer Joint Vocational School but did not 

fill.   ABC classes at Madison Comprehensive High 

School were completed for the Spring term, 2017, 

and Fall, 2017.   Seven people are enrolled in the 

current class at Madison and expect to test out in Mid

-April.   Instructors include Garry Schroeder, Chan 

Stevens, Mike Siwek, Jim Jackson, and Wayne 

Hammond.  There was some initial interest in Engine 

Maintenance and Marine Electronics but no members 

followed through to registration.  John Fort and Jay 

Wells prepped for those classes but did not hold 

classes.   Instructors whose certifications were due to 

expire in January, 2018 were recertified for four more 

years. 

The Perry Millikin-Burke Brewer trophy was 

awarded to Wayne Hammond.  Wayne was also 

nominated by our squadron for the Chapman Award.  

Joe Tobias received the Belliard Award for student 

achievement. Two of our members earned National 

recognition for Education Achievement.   Mansfield 

earned the runner-up spot for Advanced Grades 

achievement in District 7.  However, this probably 

has less to do with our magnificent performance than 

with the relatively poor performance of other 

squadrons.   

As SEO I attended District Conferences, submitted 

Chapman nominations, prepared entries for Teaching 

Aids displays, recorded ABC data, ordered materials, 

collected text book fees as needed, and wrote articles 

for the Yachtsman.   

In closing, I repeat what I have said so often:  We 

have great courses and talented instructors.  We need 

students.   

Lt/C Shirley Fort, SN ,Squadron Education Officer 

Officer for the past two years. My hope is that  I 

accomplished at least some of your expectations. 

Thank you for your help in making my tenure 

enjoyable. Best wishes for the future.  

Lt/C Jay Wells, Executive Officer   

(Continued from page 4) 
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Treasurer’s Report 

The checking account balance as of March 4, 2018 is 

$15374.52.  Within that total, $2695.59 is designated 

for our classroom fund.  We were fortunate to have 

some generous donations to this fund along with the 

monies raised from Applebee’s fundraising dinners.  

Classroom rent is $1500.00 per year and has been 

paid for 2018.   

The Christmas party hosted by the N Club brought in 

a total of $223.00 through donations and raffle 

monies while reimbursement to Garry Schroeder, SN 

was $132.66.  The N Club did purchase some new 

instructor manuals this year and this fund now has a 

balance of $607.40.  This figure is also included in 

the total checking account balance. 

Respectfully, Georgiann Mathews, Treasurer 

Secretary’s Report 

Once again the MPS Annual Meeting for 2018 will 

find me in lovely SW Florida with my bride 

Judy.   We are currently camped at Cayo Costa State 

Park campground enjoying cooler temperatures (63 

degrees) and winds 20 knots plus. 

Once again I have also signed on as Squadron 

Secretary for 2018 since I have enjoyed working with 

the current bridge and other attendees at the monthly 

meetings. 

I have attended most meetings.  I missed the meeting 

January 2017 due to dental surgery.  I probably 

missed some other meetings but I don't 

recall.  However P/D/C Tom Etzwiler covered for me 

as needed. Thanks once again to Tom for his support 

and guidance.  I have tried to be accurate, concise 

and timely in my preparation and presentation of the 

monthly minutes. 

Thanks for the opportunity to serve. I will see you all 

at the Change of Watch.  I hope you all have a great 

meeting March 17th. 

 

Respectfully, Dennis J. Figley, Squadron Secretary 

members joined us for dinner at The Woods 

Restaurant.   

August 4-6 we cruised to the D/7 Rendezvous at 

Middle Bass Island for a Mardi Gras themed 

experience. 

September 12 we had our first Geodetic Marker 

Search that was spearheaded by Jim and Bobbye 

Jackson.  After meeting at the home of Jay and Ellen 

Wells for our kick off coffee and pastry, we moved 

outside to find markers on the airport, along pot-

holed side road, a cemetery and an abandoned school 

yard. A late afternoon lunch was held at Bella Bleu’s 

in Ashland. 

September 21 was our Fall Equinox Covered Dish at 

Mansfield South Park where every Mansfield Power 

Squadron member attending had a RED VEHICLE 

except one! 

November 3-5 I attended the D/7 Meeting in 

Pittsburgh  with Shirley Fort and Lynn 

November 14 we had our Salute to Veterans Dessert 

Banquet after our membership meeting 

December 3 –N Club members Shirley Fort, John 

Fort, and Garry Schroeder and his wife Susan hosted 

the Christmas party at the Lexington Senior Center. 

February 24 we viewed the movie Capt. Ron at our 

home where we had plenty of great appetizers and 

desserts to go with the soup, salad and sandwiches 

which were provided.  Some of our members 

engaged in a round or two of Euchre during the 

movie. 

We also met at Applebees for dinner as often as they 

would allow us to help raise money to offset the cost 

of our classroom at the Red Cross Building. 

It was a positive year for our squadron and I was 

privileged to help where I could. 

Respectfully submitted, P/C Daniel Fortman, JN 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Game Night 

 

Rodney and Paula Allen 

Bethany Biddle 

Milo and Kim Breitinger 

Robert Campbell 

Dan and Lynn Fortman 

Daniel Fugazzi- Hylant Insurance  

Bob and Georgi Mathews 

YACHTSMAN BOOSTERS 

Donations List Growing      A heartfelt thank you is going out today to the following individuals who have 

contributed to MPS through their generous monetary donations in the past. 

The Yachtsman is our  main means of communication with all members.  Please consider  

becoming a booster for ten or twenty dollars a year.  Send your contribution to: P/R/C Thomas 

Etzwiler, SN ; 2581 Millsboro Rd. E. Mansfield, Ohio  44903-8784    

Mark Pettitt- Preferred 

Services 

Rudy and Phyllis Weiss 

Cloyd and Mary Ann McNaull 

Mike and Kim Siwek 

Tom and Ruth Etzwiler 

Richard Peoples 

Richard and Iris Reddy  

Jim Crawfis  

Charlie and Amy Tarbert 

Dennis and Judy Figley.   

Linda and Raphael Belliard 
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EVENT SCHEDULE 
MANSFIELD POWER SQUADRON 

2018-2019 
2018 
 

March 13  Executive/Membership Meeting rescheduled to 1700 on March 17 
   17  Annual Meeting and Potluck Dinner at Lexington Senior Center 
   29  Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 
April  6-8  D/7 Conference at Crowne Plaza Hotel in Independence 
   10  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 

 Prepaid reservations due for Change of Watch at The Cabin 
 21  Change of Watch at The Cabin Restaurant – Social hour at 1800 
 

May  8  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
 10  Education Awards at Charles Mill Marina 
 11  Wade and Gatton Outing and lunch at Whiffle Tree in Butler 
 17  Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 21  Set up window display at Red Cross Building for Safe Boating Week 
 28  USS COD Ceremony at Cleveland  
 

June  2  Visit Mansfield Memorial Museum (Sat. open from 10-2) late lunch at Uncle Johns 
 8  Remove Safe Boating Week Display at Red Cross Building 
 12  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
 23   Vermilion Boat Basin Rendezvous and dinner at Old Prague Restaurant 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 

July    No Executive/Membership Meeting 
 20  Dinner and music at The Vault Wine Bar in Shelby 
 27-29 D/7 Rendezvous at Rock and Dock Marina, Cleveland 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 

August 14  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
 5,12,19,26 Free Movie Matinees at Cleveland Playhouse.  We will review the movies and  

determine the best options.  Dinner at Haufbrau House, Cleveland Square.  Carpool? 
 TBD Geodetic Marker Search (weekday afternoon) and lunch at The Mill Restaurant, Ashland 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 

September 11 Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
   Fall ABC Classes/Advanced Grade Classes begin- Contact SEO Shirley Fort 
  20   Fall Equinox Party at North Park Pavilion in Shelby 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 

October   9  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
   “Pass the Hat” for Mansfield Food Bank 
  27  Dinner at Wishmaker House Bellville  
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 
 

November 2-4 D/7 Fall Conference at Holiday Inn, Independence 
 13  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
    Salute to Veterans Night 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 

December  2  Christmas Party at the Lexington Senior Center 
  11  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
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2019 
 
January  8  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 

          Spring ABC Classes/Advanced Grade Classes begin- contact SEO Shirley Fort 
   Boat Show West, Cleveland 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 

February  12 Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
   National United States Power Squadron Meeting in Orlando 
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser  11am-9pm 
 

March  12   Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
  16  Annual Meeting at Lexington Senior Center  
 TBD Applebees Classroom Fundraiser 11am-9pm 
 

April       9  Executive/Membership Meeting at Red Cross Building at 1930 
 27  Change of Watch  
 
 
* Applebees Classroom Fundraisers have no dates assigned since they can only be schedule 30 days in 

advance.  Emails will be sent when they are not listed in the Yachtsman which is published every other month.   
** Contact your Administrative Officer, Lynn Fortman, at 419-631-4842 if you are interested in a venue 

for a rendezvous at another date/location.  We can always add to our activities if there is interest from our 
membership.  

*** Members with email addresses will be reminded of upcoming events.  If you have questions about 
an event, please call.    
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Cleveland Rocks! 
District 7 summer cruise 

Come by sea or by land and enjoy a weekend of fun. 
Some of the things planned may include: Goodtime III cruise, visit the Rock 

Hall, USS Cod, Wm.Mather ore boat, dinner in the flats and more!!! 

Dockage will be available at 

 Latitude: 41-30'30'' N   Longitude: 081-41'39''W   Reported Depth 6 to 12 Approach: Min 5.5

27 – 29 July 
We have 53 docks being reserved exclusively for us! 

Docks from 30’ to 50’  Larger and smaller boats can be accommodated as well. 

Reserve your dock NOW by calling 216 804 1152 or fill 
out the form at rockanddock.com and note “district 7” 
Restrooms, showers, pump out and night time security in gated marina located 

behind the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
Reservations DEADLINE 30 JUNE for Dockage 

MORE DETAILS TO COME  
QUESTIONS?  CONTACT  D/LT/C JIM HOLCEPL 
440 281 4999   captainjimh.lakeerie@gmail.com 
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