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Another Component in the USPS Toolchest for teaching children:

USPS Boating Safety for Kids program

Complete Classroom Course:

· USPS produced this program in cooperation with the State of Washington, the Wallops Breaux Trust Fund and the expertise of Gretchen and Bill Hurter about 1992. 
· Includes video from Bill Nye, the science guy, on environmental safety issues that relate to boaters in DVD format

· Course is geared to elementary age school children, grades 1 – 5 in a fun-filled, educational format.

· Teaches children some basic boating and water safety behaviors that they can fall back on when they are in an at-risk situation. See lesson where Uncle Louie – overboard; stresses what they need to do to rescue him.
· Does not provide any boating certification for licensing. 

· These lessons will provide children with enough information to take responsibility for their own boating safety and be effective assistants to anyone in trouble in the water.  Turns them into little “missionaries” of boating safety.

· Composed of a 10-lesson format on such topics as self-rescue techniques, cold water survival, hypothermia, HELP position, 50/50/50 Rule, emergency radio procedures, effects of drinking alcohol while boating, fire and carbon monoxide poisoning, and environmental savvy and protection. 

· Some lessons can be scaled down to reach even the first grader. 

· Suggest teach course in elementary school PE classes as part of their standards of learning (SOLs), Art Classes to promote safety and participation in USPS Poster Contest.

· Used with Boys & Girl Scouts to earn merit badges.

·  Manual includes suggestions for contacting school administration as well as activity suggestions for other venues such as state fairs, boat shows, etc.

· The course includes environmental and boating safety activities in a fun, interactive format for teaching school age children how to protect themselves and how to make smart choices that can save their lives.
· Several squadrons have developed Lesson Plans for setting up and running a full day laboratory program in Junior High grades where students cycle through each laboratory scenario.

Suggested Contacts:

For working with young children ages 5 – 10 

Linda Martin – Everett S & PS (D/16) topdrawer1999@yahoo.com
For working with young teens ages 11 – 12 years 

Anne Wolski (Northern Neck, D/5) awolskiea@aol.com 

D. Marian Franck ( Miles River S & PS, D/5) dmfranck@atlanticbb.net 
Ordering Information: 

a) Download MemCom 20 order form from http://www.usps.org/national/membership/printable_forms.htm ; complete the order and fax to HQ. 

b) Call customer service at 888-FOR-USPS and place an order. 

Two-tier price structure is offered: 

07-73-130   Boating Safety for Kids – DVD/Manual   $30.00 (for non members) 

(Incl Bill Nye’s Adventures in Safe Boating DVD)
07-73-131   Boating Safety for Kids – DVD/Manual   $12.50 (for members)

i) Squadrons may order the materials 


Other hints for working with children: 

· View the PowerPoint program on Boating Safety for Kids

· Download and review the Youth Activities Material List at http://www.usps.org/national/membership/youth/Resources.htm  

For more information on this and other Youth Activities Programs, contact Stf/C Doug Sewell, SN at sewell3@juno.com 
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