Guidelines for Partnering with the Sea Scouts.

1. Determine the level of involvement for the squadron or member.  Interested in sponsoring a Ship, just teaching or providing crew activities?

2. Be sure the squadron membership is supportive.  Bridge approval is necessary.

3. Notify USPS Headquarters in Raleigh that you are partnering with the Sea Scouts.  They may be able to provide you with answers to question that develop as the project progresses.

4. Contact the local Boy Scouts of America Council.  They will meet with the squadron/volunteer to set the level of involvement.

5. Pay any fees associated with chartering or volunteering with the BSA.  They are nominal and put the squadron and/or individual under the umbrella of the BSA insurance coverage.

6. If on the water activities are to be considered, familiarize yourself with the specifics of the USPS® On The Water Guidelines1 and comply with them.

7. Review BSA insurance documentation2 and compare it with what activities/involvement is planned.  

8. Be sure to get proper endorsement from the BSA insurance carrier.

9. If members anticipate using their own boats or vehicles, make sure that they have sufficient insurance coverage in an amount to be determined by the size and usage of the craft. Remember, BSA insurance is secondary to USPS and individual coverage.

10. When you meet with kids, have them fill out the USPS Scouting Activities Information Form3, as well as any other USPS paperwork required for Boating or ABC Course.  Retain this paperwork for future reference.

11. Go out, have fun, and educate young boaters!

Sources referenced:

1) www.usps.org/national/lawcom/onwater.htm
2) www.usps.org/national/youth
3) www.usps.org/national/youth
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