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LIFE JACKET DRILL:  This is an excellent, fun and educational demonstration for both youth and adults.  All you need is enough space to place 4 chairs.

Place chairs in two rows, 2 chairs in each row.  Place life jackets like you would have them in a boat under each chair.  The jackets might still be in their original plastic wrapper, or tied and fastened neatly or thrown in a tangle.  You can try this different ways to see the results!  Make up a story:  "You are in a boat, when you hit something that puts a hole in the boat.  Water is pouring in and you must abandon ship.  Have everyone take a life jacket and put it on in 30 seconds.  You can draw a simple boat shape on the floor by using masking tape.  You can rearrange the chairs so that you have a different set up, such as one chair at the stern, 2 chairs in the middle and the fourth chair at the bow.  You can also use empty boxes to simulate coolers or tackle boxes that must be moved to get to the jackets.  This can even be a contest with teams of four."  After you have played this game, discuss what your teams did or did not do correctly.

BOATING SAFETY FOR KIDS CLASS: The educational department will supply you with test book, diplomas, stickers and a video.  You can teach this class to young and old.  There are some fun demonstrations and ideas to work with in a confined area such as a restaurant or meeting room.  The activities which need to be out of doors can be done during one of your rendezvous or perhaps meet in a member's back yard while the adults hold their meeting inside.  The order number for this book/video is: item # 07-73-131.  One of the projects in the book is the "Fatal Chain."  This is a craft where you make a paper chain.  Each link had something that is bad in boating safety.  I think it would be more fun to have two colors of paper and emphasize the good or proper safety ideas.  Red links for no life jackets, no 

lights, running out of gas, etc.  Green lights for life jackets on and tied properly, having a VHF radio turned on at all times, etc.

LEARNING BASIC KNOTS:  Give each youth a length of line.  Teach them the square knot and the bowline.  When they have mastered several knots, make a craft project. Supply foam board and glue their knots to the board so they can display their handiwork.  Label the knots.

OTHER CRAFT OR PROJECT SUGGESTIONS:  Driftwood art, shell art, safety pin "pins" with the U.S. flag or your squadron burgee.  Work on the YOUTH POSTER CONTEST.  Create a "twister" game, only play it with lifejackets on. Dry land cardboard boat races and sack races are always fun at a rendezvous.  Have youths make up packets with safety and information brochures to be given out at VSC checks.  Don't forget to put in a "USPS What's in it for you" pamphlet.

Once you get started, you can't stop.  You will have as much fun as the youthful participants….and you might learn something yourself!    Remember: KEEP THEM BUSY AND HAPPY AND KEEP THEM COMING.

If you have a great idea, don’t keep it to yourself.  Send to Jeff Russell (Youth Webmaster) at Jeff@KampRunAMuck.net.”
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